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WRITTEN IN THE INTEREST OF 



THE SOVEREIGN PEOPLE 

OF THE 

^ttitjejA jitatjes 0f 3^mjet:ljc»^ 

AND THE 

KINGS, LORDS, AND COMMONS 

OF OTHER CIVILIZED COUNTRIES: 



Headquarters, Party of Observation, 

CAMP FLEMING, VALLEY OF MILWAUKEE. 

JTO the liberal gentlemen who planned and furnished the means for our 
reconnaissance of the region known as 

THE GOLDEN NORTHWEST: 
Your representatives, whose duty, as set forth in General Orders, it was 
" to investigate t/ie claim of this country to recognition as a choice resort for the 
tourist, the health-seeker, the man of affairs in search of rest and recuperation, 
and the lover of the sublime and beautiful in nature," and to " describe the 
attractioTts thereof in the lines of utility and beauty^ covering the points worthy 
of especial note, discoverable in the space of sixty days, field work',' have per- 
formed the task assigned them — have traversed the territory which, from all 
accounts, they were led to believe contained the objects of wliich they were in search, 
in their best estate, viz, : — the best reputed portions of 

WISCONSIN, 

MINNESOTA, 

IOWA AND 

DAKOTA, 
— and respectfully submit this as THEIR Report. 
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Honest Opinions. 



The person who is aufait in the travels and reports of former explor- 
ing parties, will find but little terra incognita described herein. 

Distinguished artists, scientists, tourists and Bohemians have published 
the results of their travels throughout this section of country, but all their 
accounts bore evidence on their face that the authors' observations were 
hurried, descriptions abbreviated, or that, having struck a " Bonanza," they 
were working it for all it was worth, by issuing meagre descriptions, in 
order to make their book-material last as long as possible, or — which was 
improbable — they were not fully appreciative of the attractions therein; 
and the results of our researches have amply verified the correctness of our 
surmises. It is therefore in order here to say that this paper is predicated 
upon the unanimous conclusions arrived at by the several members of the 
party — as to the facts and their logic — without reference to the opinions 
of the various localities. We allowed no one to place us under obligations 
of any nature which might influence us to praise our benefactors, as post- 
prandial orators toast their hosts. Hence the statements herein are the ex- 
ponents of OUR HONEST OPINIONS. 
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Illustrations. 



Views in this volume — being all from sketches by Mr. Jos. Fleming, 
Artist, taken on the spot, after careful study of the several subjects — 
can all be depended upon as faithful representations of the objects illus- 
trated thereby, the general and special order being to make no " fancy 
work." It is just to say that a twelve-month would not suffice for a large 
corps of artists to get views of all the points of interest and beauty with 
which the country traversed is studded, like gems upon a diadem. These 
are submitted as character views taken at the salient points, available in a 
hurried journey over the line of the Great Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway. 
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THE UNION PASSENGER STATION 1/ 



ITEM FIRST. 

WHEN the sturdy pioneers of this mighty commonwealth under the inspiration of the 
poetic prophesy : 

" Westward the star of empire takes its way," 

followed the course of that guiding luminary until it rested at the point of the zenith over the 
" stars and stripes " which floated above old Fort Dearborn, at the mouth of the Chicago 
River, they halted there — even as the wise men of old rested when the "Star of Bethlehem" 
pointed to the rude manger where the " Infant Redeemer " was laid. As His advent was the 
genesis of the life, producing true civilization and enlightment, so was the settlement of this 
burgh the practical genesis of the co-operation of forces which have rendered it, and the 
territory of which it is the royal arch business and social centre, such a grand portion of this 
mighty nation. 

Our historian dedicated our trysting place with the remark that " there is a logic in the 
history of this section, notwithstanding the many 'discrepancies* existing, which all men, 
who take so long to consider what, when and where to do that which would place them on 
the tide whose ' flood leads on to fortune,' would do well to study and heed." 

" Tally for the historian," said all of us. 

And we tallied. 

So it was recorded, also, that in Chicago's lexicon there is no such word as " FAIL." 

The next thing to do was to equip ourselves a la mode, then, at the commands : " Break 
camp ! ", " forward march ! " we broke and forwarded ourselves without delay to that superb 
model of railway architecture, the capacious and commodious new Union Passenger 
Station on Canal Street, between Madisolf and Adams Streets. 

•* Did you ever see it } " 

"Yes!" 

" Beg pardon ; you need no description." 

" No ; thank you." 

Well, lose no time, then, in giving yourself that pleasure — and that is all we shall say 
about it. 

Arriving there, and having time to take a look, we discovered more royally magnificent 
coaches, sleeping, parlor and dining cars, with the legend 

"CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE AND ST. PAUL" 

emblazoned in letters of gold on their sides, than we had ever dreamed of belonging to one 
company — and " we arc no chickens." 

Asking a man in a brand new uniform (which he knew was becoming and that it was 
incumbent on him to " maintain the honor of the cloth ") why this said road had so many 
cars and trains, he replied, " Bless you, my friends ; didn't you know that the road whose 
name they bear, owns and operates more miles of railway than any company in the world, 
and that its tracks traverse the richest, most beautiful and healthy region in all the broad 
domain of our Uncle Samuel, reaching more business centres, recuperative resorts, and mag- 
nificent scenic points, than those of any other railway known? " 

We asked him whom he took us for. 

"By your appearance," he urbanely replied, "a party well informed in your several 
specialties, and, probably, of good general information, but evidently not well posted on /A/s 
subject." 

His manner was so courteous, and his sincerity so evident, that our artist remarked. 
" We homologate." 
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1 8 ITEMS ARE GATHERED. 



** Beg pardon," said he, bombarding every angle of each letter in the interjection with an 
interrogation point. But we were too polite to suggest reference to " Webster's Unabridged." 
and again, our superlative dignity would not permit us to explain " under fire." So we left 
him the most puzzled person since Mr. Pickwick's wonderment at his whereabouts and 
the wherefores of the fun poked at him by the crowd, on his waking up in the "pound" 
after having partaken too freely of " cold punch " at lunch on Capt. Boldwig's grounds. We 
respected his uniform, admired his oration, and were pleased with his manners, but could not 
forgive him for thinking \xs freshmen in anything. 



man not in uniform, and found him 
more eloquent in praise of, as he expressed it, " This Giant 4,500 Mile Railway." Thinking 
he might be an attorney for the Company we turned inquiringly to other good-looking 
people in the crowd, which by this time had become — in the matter of enumeration — like 
"sands upon the sea shore," — and the writer, the Secretary of the C. C. [Cosmopolitan 
Club] will be blest if they all did not echo the sentiments, if not the language, of inter^ 
viewee No. i. 

The upshot of the proceeding was that we determined to go with the throng — that being 
our way, on arriving at a strange place, — we follow the best-looking crowd hotel-wards. 
We " sidle " up-stairs and elbow our way through the most eager and intent lot of people 
ever witnessed outside Castle Garden, where the immigrants rush and surge with their 
effects to the train which awaits to carry them to their future home in the new and far-off 
land where the sun lazily seeks rest after a long day's labor. 

In process of time we reached the ticket window and had our vengeance upon the hard 
overworked, perspiring, but most gentlemanly person who "presided at the ticket stamp." 
Rapidly, and with a persistency that created in us an opinion that he will sleep from sheer 
exhaustion till " Kirby " or some other distinguished centenarian dies, we " boned " him with 
questions till at last we put down our money and each of us took up a ticket for 
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THE TICKETS ARE PAID FOR. 1 9 



MINNEAPOLIS AND RETURN. 

ivhich the sweltering, but suave, victim aforesaid assured us would enable our party to see 
more undulating land, majestic Newports, Saratogas, Lake Georges and Manitous, all pos- 
sessing beauty, grandeur, recreative and restorative properties not found in the East's 
attractions, whether of ocean, lake, river, spring, mountain, meadow or clime, as well as 
everything desired by fastidious, interrogative and persistent representatives of the genus 
Jtomo, than could be seen for the same expenditure of time and money upon any other 
railway. 

After another exhilarating experience, such as is only met with in a serried multitude 
intent on being the first aboard a train of cars, where the motto, " First come, first served " 
has its most practical application, we reached the rear car of a long train and found our- 
selves in the most resplendent and comfortable salon on wheels which had ever met our 
vision. Entertaining no apprehensions — none of us having visited the " offices " and bought 
*" cheap " tickets — of being barberized by the scalping process practiced by the tall, finely 
athletic Indian — McKittrick-Bob, Great Chief, Big Conductor, — all were happy. Fearing, 
however, we had trespassed upon the private car of some railway magnate, whose lightest 
breath might shake Wall Street, we turned appealingly to a smiling son of Africa in livery, 
who was evidently enjoying himself at our embarrassment, and asked whose private car we 
had invaded, and he answered, "No one in particular;" that there were no "reserved 
seats," and that thirty-five cents per chair was all the charge to Milwaukee. " Why," said 
he, "this is one of our ordinary parlor cars." 

W-h-e-w! Well, if ever others arrived at the same conclusions quicker than we did, 
produce them. And didn't we thank Capt. — oh! old Falstaff, if you please — for voicing 
our thought ! " Lord, lord, how this world is given to lying." 

Our "speaker" asked the young man how long since he had read the travels of Baron 
Munchausen, and that "closed him out" as effectually as "homologate" had the depot 
official. The preposterousness of the idea that a " Granger Railway " out in the Western 
wilds could buy, borrow or steal such a sumptuous carriage for the transportation of ordinary 
mortals — but, there it was — like the "giant foot projected into the mystic circle," in the 
" strange story." We had seen alleged " palace " and " parlor " cars on most of the so-called 
"' Metropolitan " railways, had seen them advertised in loud capitals, their stocks quoted at 
fabulous figures, and their officials as grand as the ** Grand Turk " on his divan, but were no 
more prepared for this than the Queen of Sheba was for the magnificence of Solomon's 
Temple, We selected our seats just in season, for in a very few moments the car was full 
of as good-looking people as travel on any road, and we have been on and seen the best in 
the land. We had no more than ensconced ourselves in the royal cushions of our chairs, 
than conductor Bob shouted "all aboard," the bell rung and the train moved out majestically 
upon its trip into the broad open country, our iron steed seeming to gather inspiration with 
every revolution of the wheels. 
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20 THE START IS MADE, 



ITEM SECOND. 



OUR first aim was to show the other passengers that we were used to such luxuries, and 
the next move — it was an irresistible one — was to go to sleep, so gentle was the 
motion of the train over the smooth track, and so slight the noise of the paper wheels rolling 
over the heavy steel rails. 

" Tickets ! " 

" Tickets " brought us to a sense of our whereabouts, and we handed ours to " Mr. 
Conductor," who politely asked us if we proposed stopping over, as the car we were in went 
no farther than Oconomowoc, and the one next in the rear only to Waukesha. 

We informed him we were tourists, and desired to view the entire field, and were going 
to write a book. 

"Well," said he, assuringly, "you have struck it rich. The fact is," he continued, 
" this is just the country to furnish materials for a volume which will make your everlasting 
fortunes if you are equal to the job of putting them in readable form." 

We wondered if all were under pay of the railway company, and remarked we had 
** heard similar sentiments expressed by several that morning." 

" You will hear the same at every point on the road," responded the Generalissimo of our 
train, at the same time handing us a fifteen-day stop-over check for Milwaukee, explaining 
that upon application to any conductor, prior to or on the day of its expiration, it would be 
taken up and another issued in its stead, good for a like period of time. We were happy, 
and before aware of having traveled far, were saluted by our serene porter with, " Brush, sir? 
Milwaukee's the next stop." 

There may be gorgeous scenery in the fields and woods between Chicago and Milwaukee, 
within eye-shot of the royal train by which we traveled, but it cannot be proved by the 
members of this detail — our attention being engrossed by the duties of our position as 
Grand Inspectors-General of Cars. 

We overheard a young lady remark to a young gentleman as we were passing through 
on our " grand rounds," " How lovely is Nature ! " They were both looking out of the 
window, with very ruby-tinted faces — they were not looking out of doors when we dis- 
covered them — and we concluded from the remark quoted that there was something worthy 
of admiration in the country through which the road passed: indeed, several passengers, 
who looked as if they were not romancers, remarked to that effect when we were introduced 
to them. 

We are not sure, but thought we heard — sotto voce: "The very Sunday-School 
children's lessons do homage to the exquisite beauty of the scenery, salubrity of the 
climate, and the magnificent enterprises which place the Northwest in the front rank of the 
finest sections of this noble country." It might have been farther on that we received such 
information, or we may have read it in the writings of some enthusiastic predecessor to this 
land of promise. 

But to return to the subject of cars. Acting upon the hint of the conductor, that a 
description of his train would be worth a page in our book, we inadvertently mentioned it in 
his presence, and received his thanks. 

We ascertained, of one of the gentlemen found in the smoking-car. the dimensions of 
them. Though we did not take notes, our own observations showed us that they were 
longer, higher and wider than those of any other road we had ever traveled over — the 
ventilation was perfect, the atmosphere comfortable (though the weather was hot) even 
with the windows all closed, by which means dust and smoke were excluded. The result of 
the examination was the rendering of a unanimous verdict that the railway company, whose 
property the whole train was, is deserving not only of the thanks, but the patronage, of every 
lover of a pleasant journey. All the various cars were models of elegance, both in finish 
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aiid furnishings, and utterly destitute of anything loud or " shoddy." The train — which was 
a regular " Daily" — was composed of two parlor cars, three sleepers, four coaches, a smoking- 
car, a less elegant but still comfortable car for holders of second-class tickets, two baggage. 
one Express, and one United States Railway Postal Car. Had our forefathers been informed 
that their descendants would "ride on a rail" with pride and pleasure, their pious souls 
would have been severely shocked, and many an extra prayer would have been offered for 
their depraved (.^) posterity. A moment more, and the work of verification was complete, 
our belongings were arranged for our exit from the grand salon, and that which next drew 
our attention was the announcement — 

"MILWAUKEE — 25 MINUTES FOR DINNER." 



"'N 
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"What do You Know?* 
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ITEM THIRD. 



WE rolled up to the depot. Time, two hours and forty minutes ; distance, eighty-five 
miles. 

As we were after "what-do-you-know" — "pointers " — we pointed ourselves right into 
the large and attractive dining-hall, presided over by a gentleman they called " Col." Johnson. 
Wonder if all ^<7f?^ caterers are Cols., for most of those we have ever met had that title, and 
yet this one " held over" all preceding ones. Rations of roasts that would make an English- 
man ecstatic were brought us by a smiling damsel of comely feature and tidy appearance, 
with the most excellent bread, butter en regie, and representatives from the enth-e vegetable 
kingdom ; then fine pastry and dessert, closing with a cup of coffee which would make the 
government of Java supremely happy. As far as we could discover, there were no dishes 
whose contents were a mystery, and none were left to "waste their sweetness" on the 
desert-ed air, just for the want of a " consumer." Plenty and enjoyment pervaded the scene ; 
table-linens, napkins, ware and service — all were faultless; and we imbibed the notion that 
this was no ordinary spread ; that some distinguished individuals were being provided for 
and, in consequence, we were in luck. Our self-congratulation was non-plused when we were 
informed that this was a usual " set " — the price, 75c. per capita. On asking how such a meal 
could be furnished for that price, the courteous answer came, " Can't afford to have people 
go from here with anything against the house." The philosophy of which remark grew upon 
us the more we pondered over it, and produced the hope that the tribe of that landlord might 
increase, or the school in which he was bred furnish graduates enough in number to supply 
ALL railway hotels. 

Dinner over, and the train departed, our leisure moments were employed in a perambu- 
lation of the city. We found the honors were quite easy, if not equal, between one hotel, of 
which any city might be proud, and another whose distinction fell not a whit behind with 
public favor — both being of metropolitan dimensions — while there are a number of less 
proportion but of excellent grade. This settled the matter in our mind. Milwaukee must be a 
first-class city, because only such hotels can be sustained by first-class people — ergo — there 
must be first-class people in plenty, residents here, because "birds of a feather flock to- 
gether." At this stage of the survey the secretary was handed, and directed to introduce, 
as item four, the Experiences and Observations of a " Triumvirate " of distinguished savants 
and explorers, whose record stands unimpeached and unimpeachable. 

" They call Milwaukee," say the Triumvirate, " the * Cream City.' Perhaps it's because she 
expects to always get the cream of a region flowing with metaphorical milk and honey ; or 
because the milk of human kindness existing here has never been skimmed ; or in reference 
to the creamy froth of her world-famed lager. More probably, however, it is in allusion to 
the light color of the brick employed here. The term strikes the writer as a little vague. Now, 
if the city fathers were to find in the course of time, that it is tiresome to keep on answering 
the same old conundrum, ' Why do you call this place ' Cream City?* and they should come 
to us for a new name, we would say, * Call it the ' Park City,' or the * Avenue City,' or the 
'Villa City,' or even the 'Bluff City' (no allusion to cards intended), for it has finer shade 
than Portland ; its streets are broad and smooth , its homes are exceedingly beautiful, and it 
caps the highlands of the western shores. 

" Milwaukee is laid out in squares with almost as much regularity as Philadelphia. Down 
about her winding little river the streets take a crook now and then, and the new comer may 
get mixed up among the lumber piles and elevators. Street car lines are numerous and take 
the visitor to any part of town. 

" A resident said to me, ' The first glimpse I had of Milwaukee was upon a dismal and 
rainy day. I didn't stop over as I had intended doing, but went on to St. Paul. I looked 
out of the window and saw a big lot of schooners and rows of elevators, some breweries and 
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machine shops, and what looked, through the fog, like a small town on the flats, and I said, 
* I guess, one of these days this point will grow into a lively sort of town,' but when I was 
coming back I had a moment's sight of the grounds of the Soldiers' Home as the train passed 
through, and then of the handsome part of the city upon the hill overlooking the lake, and I 
concluded to take it in for a day. I had a ' bang-up ' breakfast at the depot, and then calling 
a hackman, I told him to show me the town. Well, I reckon I must have traveled about 
tTVcnty miles around the city and away up on the Lake Shore road. The day was superb. 
The streets looked so clean and cool, the houses so pretty and the folks so active everywhere, 
that by the time night came I thought to myself, ' I'm going to come here and live ; this just 
suits me.' That was about seven years ago and things are a good deal nicer now than they 
were then. Have you been in to see the new Chamber of Commerce ? Well, good day, drop 
in at the store any time.* " 



RESIDENCE OF HON. ALEXANDER MITCHELL. 

There was a whole sermon in our friend's words, and a good moral : Don't go out to 
visit a city upon a rainy day. The garden of Eden itself in a north-easter, would have looked 
so dreary that the average son of Adam would rather have stayed around outside under 
shelter of the stone wall. 

If you should happen along upon a bright sunshiny day of any month of the year, and 
haven't seen the Cream City in the previous course of experience, by all means take the time 
to do so, or you will have occasion to regret another of the mistakes for which' men are 
famous. 

The homes of Milwaukee compare well with the grandest mansions of this or other 
countries, both in exterior and interior appointments. The spacious parks, beautifully kept, 
surrounding them, denote culture and wealth. Grand Avenue is thronged with equipages, 
the great number and superior character of which are quite notable. The drive is delightful, 
and on we roll until we reach what we would consider the limits of the citv. Here we find 
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large gardens with well kept lawns and flower-beds, with walks and fountains, furnished with 
tables and benches, at which refreshments are served. Beyond, where the beautiful flag floats 
proudly in the gentle breeze, is the National Asylum (Soldiers' Home), one of the grandest 
monuments to the nation's honor and gratitude. It is our objective point, and we approach 
it with considerable curiosity. Passing through a rustic gate we enter a park of several 
hundred acres, with natural hills and vales, a miniature lake, and beautiful drives in every 
direction. On an eminence stands the " Home," a stately building of splendid architecture 
and magnificent proportions. Visitors being admitted during certain hours of the day we 
conclude to avail ourselves of the privilege, and, after entering our names on the register, are 
politely conducted through the spacious halls into the dining-room, library, etc., and upon 
request are shown some of the rooms of the inmates. They arc carpeted, and, although 
plain, very comfortably furnished and scrupulously clean. Our guide readily gives every 
information, and from him we learn that from six to eight hundred veterans are constantly at 
the " Home." It is \ht\THome in the fullest sense of the word; everything belonging to it is 
theirs, for them to enjoy. E\idence of their appreciation of the Home is furnished in the 
excellent condition of the drives, the never-ceasing care bestowed upon the lawns and 
gardens, and the general state of perfection in which every part of the grounds is kept. All 
this is the work of the soldiers, who delight in the universal admiration of their beautiful 
domicile by visitors. The day being exceedingly pleasant they are all outside, quite a number 
comfortably seated on the large, shady verandah, reading and smoking. They arc an inter- 
esting group to behold, some wearing uniform, all scarred and bearing other evidence of 
rough usage, but they appear happy and contented. The explanation of our guide that 
these men are incapacitated for work, is hardly necessary ; the empty sleeves and amputated 
limbs, and the presence of so many crutches denoting this fully, and we cannot but picture 
to ourselves the misery that must prevail among this brave group but for the establishment 
of this grand Home. In the pavilion yonder, excellent music is discoursed by the military 
band composed of members of the Home, this band and orchestra furnishing regular con- 
certs every pleasant afternoon. Bidding adieu to the Home and our guide we re-enter our 
carriage to complete our inspection of the grounds. Every turn presents new features to 
admire, the ensemble forming one of the most pleasant resorts, quite popular as such with 
the Milwaukee public. 

Sunset is announced by the firing of a cannon, and we return to our hotel having spent 
a most delightful afternoon. The next day is set apart for a drive through the residence 
portion on the east side, along Prospect Avenue, via the Water Works, where a halt is made, 
and the State Fish Hatching Establishment is visited. Thence our Jehu turns our horses* 
heads toward Whitefish Bay, over the splendid driving track known as the Lake Shore road, 
nearly the entire length in full view of beautiful Lake Michigan, past numerous picnic grounds 
and summer hotels. At Whitefish Bay the angler is offered an opportunity to cast his line or 
troll a spoon in waters which never fail to respond. Row and sail boats are on hire, accom- 
panied by experienced fishermen when desired, who give instructions in the art of alluring the 
finny tribe. A dinner or supper of whitefish is a matter of course, and finer fish, better pre 
pared, was never eaten. 

To the good liver be it said ; The cuisine throughout this section, at all the hotels and 
places of resort, is unexceptionable, and equal to the most cultivated tastes. On our return 
from Whitefish Bay we pass the celebrated Siloam Springs. The renown of the water has 
perhaps led us to expect a more pretentious building than the one we find erected over the 
spring, but we have not come on account of the building ; we have heard of the superior 
properties of the water, a refreshing draught of which is courteously tendered, and which we 
find very pleasant to the taste. A trip up the Milwaukee River in one of the little pleasure 
steamers plying regularly between the landing above the dam and Pleasant Valley, is very 
enjoyable, affording a splendid view of the attractive quiet scenery of the stream which plays 
such an important part in the commercial development of the city. 

Above the town, the busy little river finds space between the running of mills to idle for 
long reaches between wooded and sloping hillsides. 

Milwaukee is a beautiful city indeed, its high location rendering it one of the healthiest 
in the Union, while the park system of streets, (requiring; lawns of prescribed width to be laid 
between the sidewalks and the street,) rows of trees on either side of the thoroughfare, exten- 
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sive gardens and lawns surrounding the superb residences, give it an air of elegance and 
prosperity seldom equalled. The business part contains numy handsome blocks, the general 
character of the buildings denoting substantiality and permanency. 

To turn our backs upon Milwaukee without some reference to its great lager beer interests 
would never do. The Prince understood this, and upon the third day of our stay disappeared 
for a few hours, coming back to us with an expression of joy upon his countenance. 

He held in his hand a small piece of paper, which he raised triumphantly. 

The other members of Jthe Triumvirate gazed for a moment, and then fell upon each 
others' necks. Words were vain. There are some moments in this life when the pinions of 
absolute happiness are unfettered, and man, forgetting that he is only a mortal, revels in perfect 
bliss of expectation, without a single care for the future. Such a time was the present. 

The Prince had exhibited a Season Ticket to a L<ager Beer Brewery. 

That night the Triumvirate slept and dreamed. Visions of long reaches of winged beer 
glasses grew and faded in fancy, and showers of pretzels rained from some aerial bakery. 

Each year adds new attractions to Milwaukee's features as a princely summer resort, and 
inducements to " men of affairs," who run the business centres of the Universal Yankee 
Nation. Among the notable improvements since the visit of the " Triumvirate," may be 
mentioned the commencement, by the National Government, of the great work, in Milwau- 
kee's beautiful bay, of constructing a harbor of refuge for vessels and fleets of the mighty 
lake commerce. 

The Exposition Building, an immense, ornate and durable structure, wherein, during the 
proper seasons, arc exhibited the products of all the industries for which the city and State 
are famous — as well as the handiwork of nations — the products of the forest, field and 
shop — the plough, the pen, the pencil — and everything of "still life," useful and beautiful. 

Those who seek soothing for the soul while strengthening the body are afforded facilities. 
The lovers, too, of music, art, and the drama have here two very fine temples : one, the 
Academy of Music, having received — so we were informed by its enterprising manager, Mr. 
Harry Deakin — since the "Triumvirate" entered its walls, a rich, beautiful and thorough 
renovation, many thousands of dollars having been expended in remodeling and embellishing 
the whole structure, securing a complete transformation scene of its entire interior, its seating 
capacity now accommodating over 2,300 people, fortunately for whom the theatre has twenty 
or more modes of egress, and is the only building of its kind and purpose in Milwaukee situated 
upon the ground floor. The Grand Opera House has the reputation of being second to none 
in the country, for the first-class production of all the best modern plays. Enterprise has 
opened another institution and a fine one, in the Whitehill Sewing Machine Works, the 
large and flourishing Glass Works, the mammoth construction and repair shops of the 
" Greatest Railway in the World," being among the most prominent. 

But we must " on mit de exblorations," or the summer will be over, the hafvest ended, 
" pay day " arrived and gone, and we " left ;" and it must be remembered also that Milwaukee, 
though a summer resort, is nevertheless a metropolis, and protraction produces unrest, and 
inertia kills pleasure ; if " summer's sweet surroundings " and localities, 

" Where breezes baffle heat ; 
Where shaded dells and mossy coverts be ; 
Where giant trees to heaven raise their heads ; 
Where earth is free, and natnre, unconfined, 

Fills the soul with reverence," 

are desired, this superb summer land should be sought. 

" In very many important respects," says the Milwaukee Republican" Sentinel, ** Milwau- 
kee may justly claim to be 

THE BEST TOWN IN AMERICA. 

And in presenting, briefly, these claims, none will be advanced which cannot be sus- 
tained by incontrovertible figures and proofs. The salient excellencies are : 

1. It is the metropolis of one of the most progressive, enlightened and prosperous States 
in the Union. 

2. It is one of the most beautiful residence places in the United States, one of the rich- 
est cities of its size in the world. 
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3. Averaging one year with another, it is the cleanest and most healthful city in this 
country, and has the best average of streets and private residences of any city in the 
world. 

4. Its schools and public school system have been brought into competitive comparison 
with the best public educational facilities in all the world, and have twice wrested the first 
honors and recognition from all contestants. 

5. No other city of half its size is so free from all classes of crime; no other metropolis 
is so orderly and safe. 1 

6. It has the best fire department and system in the world. 

7. Relatively, a greater number of its families own their own homesteads than is the 
case in any of the other large cities. 

8. The city's securities are at a higher premium in Europe than are those of any other 
mimicipality in America. 

9. It is the third port in importance in the United States, outranking Boston, Portland, 
Baltimore or Philadelphia in the proportion of over two to one. 

10. The largest brewery on this continent is located in Milwaukee. 

11. It is the home and head-quarters of the largest packing firm in the world. 

12. It has the largest flouring mill, outside of Minneapolis, in the United States. 

13. It has the three largest tanneries in this country. 

14. It is the head-quarters and immediate business centre of the greatest railway cor- 
poration on earth — the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, operating nearly 5,000 miles of 
road. 

15. Its lines of railroads are developing a greater area of new territory, rich in natural 
resources, which will be directly tributary to Milwaukee, than is being done in aid of any 
other city on the continent. 

16. It has over forty thousand school children, and a population of at least 150,000 
persons. 

17. It has nearly three thousand five hundred distinct business houses and firms. 

18. It has eighty-four churches and church societies. 

19. It has fifty private schools and colleges — and it will do no harm to repeat and 
remember — the best public schools in the country. 

20. No city in the United States contains, relatively, so many miles of block pavement 
on purely residence streets. 

21. The aggregate value of its manufactures for 1882 exceed sixty million dollars. 

22. The aggregate volume of business transacted by the Milwaukee banks during 1882, 
including receipts and disbursements, amounts to over one billion dollars. 

23. It is the eighth city in the Union in commercial importance. 

24. It is the most careful, conservative and prosperous business centre in the country, 
and is developing as rapidly as any other city." 

There are reasons why Milwaukee will increase its population and business in a relatively 
greater proportion than any other metropolis in the country. In the first place the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Company has enabled that city to distance all competitors in 
the race for the trade of the Southwest, West and Northwest; and its liberal policy will 
enable it to secure the bulk of the vast business to be developed in the near future. Already 
the trade of Milwaukee is fairly bounding with the increased activity induced by the facilities 
afforded by the great railway corporation. 
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ITEM FOURTH. 

EXPLANATORY. 

BEFORE entering upon the real work of this expedition, it is in order to explain a little. 
The illustrations by our artist constitute the gjeat attraction of this work, and he being 
the eloquent man of the party, his sketches of a few of the wonderful views which every- 
where greet the eye in traversing this region, are scattered through the volume, and were 
inserted after the order in which the scenes represented — where they produce the best effect 
— are interspersed throughout the land. 

A condensed paragraph concerning each is found in the " Catalogue of Illustrations," 
which forms part of the book now being perpetrated. 

The legend of the general text neither leads up to the cuts, nor they to it, in direct set 
terms ; but all are necessary to each, and each to all, in order to make the completeness and 
harmony of the object sought to be obtained, viz.: to awaken an interest in America by 
showing, as in a mirror, some of her transcendently beautiful points; and all the more 
interesting because the beautiful and useful are in juxtaposition in the territory embraced in 
this survey. Without the fidelity of the artist's pencil and the engraver's skill, no one, with- 
out actual exploration, could have any idea of the grandeurs in store. Words cannot portray 
them ; but the artist makes them comprehensible, even as the professor of music interprets 
sublime conceptions of inspired composers. 

Rising to regency, enduring and beautiful are the draperies of the land, whose min- 
istries of health and happiness lie in the "unsalted seas," Lakes Michigan and Superior; 
the genial and gentler graces, Wisconsin and Minnesota's inland lakes ; America's regal 
river, the Upper Mississippi's boldly majestic, awe-inspiring blufifs ; the Yellowstone's sub- 
limities ; Yosemite's grandeur ; the rolling beauty of limitless prairies ; her salubrious climate 
and even temperature, and Wisconsin's health elixirs, the waters of innumerable springs. 

Far too many to either locate or describe in these items are the Northwest's summer 
resorts ; but most popular, resplendent with beauty and greatest in magnitude and power, 
are Milwaukee, Beaver Dam, Waukesha, Oconomowoc, Pewaukee, Hartland, Gifford's, 
Nashotah, Kilboum City, Sparta and Ashland, in Wisconsin; Clear, Spirit and Okoboji 
Lakes, in Iowa; St. Paul, Minneapolis, Fairmont, Frontenac, St. Anthony's and Longfel- 
low's " Laughing Waters," Minnehaha Falls, the famous Lake Minnetonka and Lakes Como, 
White Bear and Prior, in Minnesota — all so conveniently on, or reached by, the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. 
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ITEM FIFTH. 

NINETEEN miles distant from Wisconsin's metropolis, on the great railway already 
named, nestles 

PEWAUKEE, 

one of the celebrated Waukesha County's attractive resorts. 

Here we find two good hotels, one accommodating 200 guests, named Oakton Springs, 
the other, Heath's, with capacity for 50, both built for the especial purpose of entertaining 
the sojourners of the summer season, and conducted with reference to ministering to their 
wants. 

Lake Pewaukee — " Pewaukee-wer-ning " — as prehistoric sages, and the Indians called 
it — meaning "Lake of Shells" — is the eastern link of the famous lakes of Wiscon- 
sin's " Lake Regions." The scenery of its shores is just charming — wooded, pastoral, and 
rocky. Two renowned mineral springs, whose waters are a panacea for the ailments of 
people of sedentary habits and too high living, are located here. The lake affords royal 
sport for the fisherman, and, with game of the field and wood, dainty food for the epicure 
and delicious morsels for the delicate. It is an extensive body of water, and therein it is 
a perfect gem. Steam, row, and sail boats, and all the variety of craft usually found on 
internal seas, are on its surface, and the individual who cannot here find physical and mental 
health and pleasure, must be " past praying for." The spiritual, as well as temporal, wants 
of visitors have been provided for — Methodist, Congregational, Baptist and Catholic 
Churches, with a cordial welcome to all on Sundays ; and, between times, pickerel, pike, 
perch and black bass, canvas-back, teal, mallard, and woodchuck, woodcock, snipe, and 
pheasant, will keep wicked thoughts from the true sportsman's mind — verbum sat — for the 
skillful angler or the good shot. 

Our lookout from the hurricane deck of the " Lady of the Lake," one bright afternoon 
as we rounded a cape, and came within range of one of the loveliest sights we have ever 
witnessed, shouted 

"LAKESIDE. AHOY!" 

A cosy hamlet consisting of a palatial hotel surrounded with gems of cottages, parts and 
parcels thereof, ensconced in delightful groves on beautiful eminences, sloping down to clean 
gravelly beaches of the picturesque lake, the scene enlivened by hosts of people enjoying 
themselves to the full bent of human capacity. Young and old, grave and gay, vied with 
each other in manifestations of satisfaction with their condition. 

"Steamer ahoy!" came answering back from a bevy of damsels, every one of whom 
would discount the Queen of Sheba when she was a maid and in the zenith of her glory. » 
The " Widow's Son " was not among our party. Yet we answered the " Hailing Sign," and 
over the waters came kindly the inquiry : 

"And what are you Pewaukees going to do this evening?" 

"Oh," said we — and our answer went ringing to the shore — "we are to have a hop. 
What have you on the bills at Lakeside } " 

" A lawn party, a moonlight sail, and an open-air concert. Come over, have a good 
time, and enjoy yourself." 

" O pshaw ! we can and do have all those things at Pewaukee. Anything new } " replied 
our mischievous spokesmaid, as our gay craft receded from the enchanting scene on shore. 

We sought our pilot and demanded, " What place is that } " and " Who are those peo- 
ple ? Are they fairies or human beings, and does that place belong in the United States or 
in the dominions of his Majesty, King Oberon.>" 

Quoth the man at the wheel : 
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" Who the d — 1 is King Oberon ? Where does he live, and is he any relation to King 
Kalakaua, who was over in this country a few years ago ? " 

Knowing no reason why we should stir up the lion in the helmsman's nature, remember- 
ing that "a soft answer tumeth away wrath," being anxious to gain information, and in view 
of his well' developed muscle^ we explained to him that there was no sarcasm in our interroga- 
tories ; that the scene so far transcended our ideas of what was possible in the line of actual- 
ities here in the wilds (?) of Wisconsin, that we were not quite sure of our heads being level. 

Upon that hint he spoke, and to the point : 

"Lakeside," said he, "is a family retreat, a resort for those who desire the comforts of 
a home, away from the promiscuous assemblages which fill the average watering-places. 
Nature designed it for a lovely place. Located three and one-half miles west by rail from 
Pewaukee, on one of the prominent headlands of the lake, originally it was laid out as a 
private summer residence of a gentleman of means, who conceived the idea that there was 
ample room and verge enough to make a good many people happy and healthy. So he 
enlarged the original house, built cottages and arbors, parked the ample grounds, and fur- 
nished all with the appliances which insure comfort to those accustomed to the luxuries of 
life. The location is eminently adapted to such purposes as those stated, the surrounding 
hills, forests and lakes combining to form a landscape unsurpassed in all that charms both 
mental and physical sense. 

" In addition to Pewaukee Lakes, three others are accessible in an hour's ride by carriage 
or a half hour's gallop on a spirited saddle-horse — Pine Lake (3 X i K miles), Beaver Lake 
(i X ^ mile), and North Lake (2 x i miles), the waters of all of which are literally alive with the 
choicest varieties of fish." 

Such a glorious account, we thought, suggested designs upon our peace of mind at 
Pewaukee ; we deemed it a covert attempt, by an interested party, to induce us to change 
our quarters, and we carelessly, apparently, asked the lake-faring gentleman if he owned an 
interest in Lakeside, or if his steamer was the property of, or was worked under a charter- 
party to, the proprietor of that retreat, to all which he returned an emphatic denial ; said he 
owned the boat, and " plied it for hire " for any person or parties ; that he lived in Pewaukee, 
and really had most interest in the upbuilding of that village. This settled it ; so we broke 
camp at Pewaukee and moved in force — by rail — over to the other place; it must be our 
camping-ground while reconnoitering this section. 

There is no town at Lakeside. The post-office is Hartland. Once quartered there, we 
found the pilot had been most modest in setting forth the advantages it possessed. No pains 
have been spared to make Lakeside perfect — a farm of several hundred acres being operated 
by the hotel proprietors for the exclusive use of the hotel, and the daily supply of all "goodies " 
produced thereon, and taken therefrom, places the cuisine beyond comparison with anything 
in the way of hotel-life we ever experienced, and we always manage to get quartered at the 
highest-priced caravansaries. 

Our secretary — his chirography being most admirable p), it was his duty to register the 
detail — had to use some diplomacy to gain the chance of enrolling as guests. The creden- 
tials of the North American, however, carried the day in our favor. We found our daily 
life so pleasant that we began to fear we should lose time in lingering there. We drank of 
the Lakeside Spring — one of the fountains of life with which this whole section abounds — 
attended church over at Hartland, where there are Episcopal, Congregational and Lutheran 
houses of worship. Monday, sailing, pwing and driving was enjoyed by day, and song, 
music and dancing at night, and a royal night's rest after these festivities, and a breakfast on 
the following morning that would inevitably tempt an anchorite to break his vow of fast- 
ing if set before him. Then we drove over to the depot with our traps, and boarded one of 
the St. Paul Road's superb trains and were set down at 

HARTLAND, 

a station which the brakeman called out in just seven minutes after we had boarded the 
train. Here we found a pretty little village of about 600 inhabitants, located in the beautiful 
Bark River Valley. A good hotel received us, and we commenced the researches which 
went to swell our store of materials for this write-up. 
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Hartland is not so much of an abiding place for tourists, as it is an enirepSt for the 

many inviting places of sojourn on the shores of Pine, Beaver and North Lakes. The 
shores of these lovely lakes are studded 

with elegant villas owned by citizens of 



noise of grinding knives wherewith to cut the 
" LAKESIDE " AND COTTAGES. stcaks, or to " saw " the roasts — in short, they 

are establishments owned by their keepers, 
who make something out of entertaining sojourners, and chase away the ennui, which serves 
to induce their sons and daughters to seek employment or residence in cities. How much 
more pleasant and rational such homes for our Summer vacations than the places where 
dress parades, gambling and dissipation form the chief occupations of the gay throngs which 
congregate thereat ! 
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ITEM SIXTH 



THE county of summer resorts, in these United States, is unquestionably Waukesha 
County, Wis., which reminds us that 

WAUKESHA, 

the county seat, is also on the line of this great thoroughfare, and so we board a train one 



Waukesha is a comely village of about six thousand people, under the smiles of surround- 
ing hills, cooled by a gentle river and untouched by dead or dying pleasures, or waning 
attractions, the twin of Saratoga — the paragon " Watering- Place," and fast becoming the 
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efficacy of its waters is so well known, and the fame of its several springs so firmly estab- 
lished, that it is unnecessary to name them herein. Each has its specialty, and together the)- 
constitute a sovereign remedy for all diseases of the stomach, liver and kidneys, and are 
marvelous strengtheners and purifiers of the blood, when used according to the directions of 
the skillful physicians resident there. Aided by the beneficent climate, their efficacy then is 
certain ; and cures, little less than miraculous, have been wrought thereby. Among the most 
celebrated are the Silurian — its chemical analysis showing in a gallon of 231 inches : 

Chloride of Sodium 0,1926 grains. 

Sulphate of Sodium, 0,2917 

Bi-carbonate of Sodium, 0,0301 

Carbonate of Calcium, 9.9277 

Carbonate of Magnesium, 6,8324 

Carbonate of Iron 0,1285 

Phosphate of Iron, traces. 

Phosphate of Manganese, traces. 

Alumina 0,5827 

Silicia 0,7004 

Organic Matter, very faint trace. 

Total solids 18,6861 grains. 

Carbonic acid gas, 44.7 cubic inches per gallon. 

The Bethesda — the first discovered — its analysis showing: 

Chloride of Sodium 1. 160 grains. 

Sulphate of Potassa, 0.454 

Sulphate of Sodium 0.542 

Bi-carbonate of Lime 17.022 

Bi-carbonate of Magnesia, 12.388 

Bi-carbonate of Iron, 0.042 

Bi-carbonate of Soda 1.256 

Phosphate of Soda a trace. 

Alumina 0.122 

Silicia, 0.944 

Organic Matter 1.780 



Total, 35.710 grains. 

The Mineral Rock — showing the following 

QUANTITY OF SOLID MATTER IN A WINE GALLON: 

Chloride of Sodium 0.279 grains. 

Sulphate of Soda 0.957 

Bi-carbonate of Soda, 1.210 

Bi-carbonate of Lime 7-866 

Bi-carbonate of Magnesia, 9.824 

Silicia 1.054 



21.190 grams. 

The above analyses reveal nothing very remarkable, yet the curative properties of the 
waters are undeniable. 

The waters from each are shipped to all quarters of the inhabited world in barrels, as 
their properties do not become stale like gaseous waters, which require bottling and sealing. 

Waukesha, as already stated, is beautifully located in a woody, hilly country, and is 
accessible from all directions by almost any passenger train of the St. Paul road. Its hotels 
are renowned for their elegance and superior character. The great Fountain House has 
quarters for over a thousand guests, and the Park and its cottages for two hundred. There 
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are many others of as good character, but less dimensions, besides numerous boarding- 
houses and cottages,*of delightful situation and first-class standing, and their patrons stay with 
them, the logic of which fact is more worthy of note than all the rhetorical flourishes of the 
most elaborate advertisement. 

Society is pleasant, facilities for enjoyment unlimited, and for church-going, ample accom- 
modations and creeds sufficiently represented to suit the most exacting. Amusement-seekers 
are well provided for; literary people can enjoy themselves in a fine library; those interested 
in education find here a college and excellent schools ; and manufactures are carried on exten- 
sively. In short, Waukesha is a metropolitan watering and summering-place. The two oldest 
and most widely known — the Bethesda and Silurian — have in themselves made it such. 

Articles of association of the Bethesda Mineral Spring Company were filed recently in the 
office of the Secretary of State at Madison. The capital stock of the company is $200,000. 

It seems reasonably certain that good dividends can be realized from the stock. The 
company intends making many desirable improvements upon the property. 

The incorporation of this company is an item of more importance than generally sup- 
posed. Senators Sawyer, Windom and Jones, and Representative Guenther are the principal 
stockholders of the corporation. These gentlemen have taken a large amount of the stock, 
and at a meeting recently held in Washington it was decided to establish agencies throughout 
this country, and even in the old world, and to make the mineral spring business of Waukesha 
one of its principal industries. 

The Silurian water has gained an enviable reputation on account of its excellent effect 
upon the skin in bathing, as well as its curative properties when taken internally. Phy- 
sicians who have bathed in it during former seasons, pronounce it the finest water in the 
world for bathing purposes. The water is conveyed directly from the spring to the baths, 
and the arrangements are complete for giving thermo-electric, thermo-vapor, douche, spray, 
sitz and ordinary baths at very reasonable rates. 

"Springs! springs, my boy, is the feature at Waukesha. Ten of *em at least — the 
Bethesda, Silurian, Fountain, Hygeia, Waukesha, Mineral Rock Spring, and others, almost 
as well known, all good for kidney, stomach and liver diseases." 



Digitized by 



Qoo^^ 



34 NASHOTAH MISSION. 



ITEM SEVENTH. 



/^^VER the great througrh St. Paul 
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domiciled as a Tourist, we naturally look about to get the entree to the social circle, which 
seems to promise a well-intentioned party the most enjoyment, and find it just no knack 
at all — a quiet deportment, gentlemanly manners, an absence of anything "loud" in dress 
or ornaments, habit or tongue, secures respectful recognition. The hotel accommodations 
are excellent, and the company eminently respectable. There is a refreshing absence of 
conventionalities, every one is natural and unrestrained, which decides, in our minds, that 
Nashotah is not the resort of shoddyism. We dress alike for a walk or climb, or a row 
on the lake, laugh aloud at pleasure, run and dance upon the lawns without being discon- 
certed by pious reproof. It 
is an enigma to us how social 
usages, which petrify all our 
better hature, gain such mas- 
tery over rational men and 
women — a sensible and cour- 
teous etiquette is one thing, 
and rigid formulas, having no 
significance, to give expression 
to the haughty dictates of fos- 
silized society, quite another. 
One is consistent with rational 
freedom, the other an exponent 
of abject flunkeyism, which are 
thoughts suggested by the rosy 
cheeks and glowing eyes of the 
social leaders here — in which 
respect their followers partic- 
ipate — and the blaze which 
predominates in the arbiters 
elegant iarium of the fashion- 
able Eastern watering-places, 
where diamonds and jewelry 
;en, and ball-rooms, parlors and 
shion's fabric. Here Nature is 
sauce, and good humor good 
free from dissipation and — 
1 then on this," and choose for 

the theological seminary of wide 
e "Mission" established for the 
red man, dominant in these parts 
rery interesting. The " Mission " 
ling spot, on the northern one of 
», in a heavily wooded country, 
and picturesque ravines. From 
^e. We pay a visit to Nemahbin 
:d together, in the lower one of 
which Sugar Island suggests picnics. A number of 
smaller lakes are in the immediate vicinity, concealed 
among the abrupt bluffs and thickly timbered hills, the landscape being beautiful through- 
out. Yonder rises Government Hill, which we have been particularly admonished to visit. 
The drive there alone is well worth a visit to Nashotah ; winding through heavily wooded 
hills, the most prominent of which is our objective point. The rise is gradual, and on 
reaching the summit the grandest panorama is opened before our fascinated vision. As 
far as the eye reaches in either direction the scenery is beautiful beyond comparison. We 
count twenty-six lakes, the two Nemahbins and Nagawicka connected by the Bark River, 
while to the northwest the grandest chain of lakes is presented to view — Pine, Beaver, 
Okauchee, Oconomowoc, Fowler's Lakes and Lac La Belle, linked together by Oconomowoc 
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River. This is the most extensive of the several "chains." Isolated lakes, creeks and 
streams are seen in every direction. The surface of the country is picturesque in the highest 
degree, the most vivid imagination being unable to produce a landscape of more varied 
charms. Fields of golden grain, green meadows, pastures with herds of cattle and flocks of 
sheep are interspersed between dense forests ; lofty bluffs and strangely-shaped rocks rise 
here and there ; the many lakes of all shapes and sizes, glistening in the bright sun like so 
many diamonds in a crown of smaragdine ; the creeks and streams winding their silvery 
threads among the hills ; the church spires of Oconomovvoc ; the many palaces and cottages 
strewn over the surface; the roads, where seen, alive with vehicles — here is a feast for the 
eye, a study for the artist. Every part of the picture before us is beautiful in itself, and in 
its entirety, once seen, will never be forgotten. As we glance toward Pewaukee, Lakeside 
and Hartland, wx live over the pleasant hours spent there, and almost determine to seek no 
further, but to remain in Waukesha County daring the remainder of our vacation. We 
return to Government Hill several times during our stay; we love to linger here and to view 
ever and again the beautiful landscape beneath. 

DELAFIELD 

is chiefly noted through the famous Nemahbin Springs located here. But the attractions 
arc not confined to invalids only. The general tourist, the sportsman, every lover of Nature 
will find enough here to admire and to render his sojourn pleasant. There are no finer 
drives anywhere ; beautiful promenades invite the visitor, the opportunities for rowing and 
sailing on the crystal waters of the lakes and rivers are unlimited, fishing is unsurpassed, 
Lake Nagawicka particularly proving all that is claimed for it, the air is invigorating, you are 
away from the life and bustle of the city, having every opportunity to enjoy the quiet of 
country life and the beauties of a country adorned by Nature in her most lavish mood. An 
Episcopal and Presbyterian Church invite the worshiper — not to a " country sermon " by 
any means, there being preachers of eloquence and wide reputation, and services are fre- 
quently held by visiting ministers of national renown. 

One should bring camp equipage along, in case the houses should all be full, which is 
very frequently the case. Yet the people are human and humane, and will suffer any 
personal inconvenience to provide for the necessities and comforts of the traveler. 

OKAUCHEE, 

a new and elegant villa and park on Okauchee Lake, is the next attraction for the tourist 
who loves that comfort which seeks him out to minister unto him. There is no more com- 
plete exemplification of what money, taste and a determination to render life enjoyable can 
do than is afforded here. Every luxury of the most recherche home of the city is here at 
this country seat, with all Nature and her balmy atmosphere in full regency. Well may 
Capt. Parker rejoice at the happiness he has been instrumental in creating for those fortu- 
nate enough to secure quarters at his place for the season. 
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ITEM EIGHTH 



GIFFORDS 

IS the next resort on the "Tourist's Route/' as the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
way is appropriately called. Gifford's is one of the most charming places in the Northwest, 
enchantingly located on the banks of Oconomowoc Lake, but three minutes' walk from 
GiflFord's Station. An extensive grove of forest trees, one hundred acres of upland and low- 
land, hills and dales, lawns and meadows, and romantic rambles, belong to the premises, 
while the magnificent scenery, in the centre of which it is located, with its many pleasant 
drives, excellent roads, wonderful springs, elevated location, and the facilities for all kinds of 
aquatic sport, fishing, billiards, rowing, bowling, etc., render it a perfect gem. Oconomowoc 
Lake is one of the most charmfng of the lakes of this region, and unexcelled as a fishing 
ground. Covering six hundred acres, its waters afford the finest sailing, and visitors should 
not fail to profit by the opportunities at hand. The hotel is kept in a superior manner, and 
those who have once spent some weeks or months at this beautiful spot need no urging to 
come again. 

The distance to Oconomowoc is only a mile and a half, the guests at the two points 
making frequent visits to each other. One of the most charming sights is had from the 
lake every pleasant evening, when the large verandah and the dancing pavilion are lighted 
with Chinese lanterns, etc. Music is furnished by the well-known Bach band, of Milwaukee. 
It is impossible to recommend any one special point of the great number one will visit on a 
trip to St. Paul, such as we are taking. They are all attractive, each having its peculiar 
charms ; but it is safe to say that none surpass Gifford's, the centrality of its location causing 
many of the regular visitors to Waukesha County to select it as their place of residence 
during their stay in this lake country. 

From Gifford's we reach, either by rail or by driving a mile and a half, the now famous 

OCONOMOWOC, 

which we have thus far studiously avoided, although our drives have brought us within sight 
of it a number of times, our aim being to enjoy each place and its immediate surroundings 
by itself, and to explore thoroughly, with head-quarters conveniently near, the whole region. 
Tourists generally select either of the places named for head-quarters during their entire stay 
in the county, making daily excursions to the different localities and points of interest, but 
we can recommend the nomadic mode adopted by ourselves. 

Nothing can surpass the charming location of Oconomowoc, and the most glowing 
descriptions of it and its surroundings will ever fail to do it justice. Rural poets go into 
ecstasies over its beauties, giving evidence of the possibilities to which the unrestrained use 
of superlatives may be carried; the most acrobatic feats in journalism are chargeable to 
Oconomowoc. These, the calm and disinterested reader will benignly smile upon as attrib- 
utable to the rising tendencies of the thermometer, but to those who have been here, and who 
understand the beauties of this delightful spot, these manifestations seem less extravagant, 
and they will readily excuse the perpetrator. There is so much here to inspire, that we invol- 
untarily feel a desire to communicate our impressions, to render which, and to do justice to 
the subject, wx find language inadequate. The isthmus between Lac La Belle and Fowler's 
Lake will ever form the centre of attraction for thousands of tourists, and happy they who 
can come here every year! Beautiful Lac La Belle! Its pretty name leads to expectations 
of rare beauties, but our imagination had not pictured such a combination of loveliness and 
grandeur. Countless sail and row boats, with their gay occupants, numerous elegant steam 
yachts plow the waters of this most favorite of lakes at all times, the air resounding with the 
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merry voices of the happy occupants. The beautifully-shaded islands harbor picnic parties, 
while the shore, gently rising from the water, adorned with pretty houses and fine grounds, 
with here and there a tent, lends a frame worthy of the picture. Judge Small's fine resort 
and Draper Hall, both fa- 
vorite hotels, are located on 



GIFFORDS — OCONOMOWOC LAKE. 



hotels at Oconomowoc — there are quite a number, and they are all good — are located on the 
banks of one or the other of the lakes, and provided with a bath-house each. In addition, 
there are a number of first-class boarding-houses, and in all accommodations for about one 
thousand visitors. A beautiful drive leads to Okauchee Lake, another sheet of water which 
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would be prized by the quart in many localities, although it covers sixteen hundred acres. 
There is much to admire in the scenery at this lake, and soon you will doubtless find a 
number of commodious and excellent hotels on its shores to meet the wants of tourists who 
come here for the excellent bass and muskallonge fishing. Numerous private residences are 
already erected and many more projected. This fact speaks better for this wonderful lake 
region of Wisconsin than volumes of argument, since expensive houses, to be used during a 
few months of the year only, are never built except in highly-favored localities. 

Our whole party was delighted, and each member desirous to furnish " an item for the 
forthcoming work." 

"There," said Mrs. S. {nee Mary A. Hale), as she finished a letter to a friend, "that 
answers Josie." 

Our Secretary, anxious to "cover the whole ground," insisted upon, and gallantly pleads 

guilty to, appropriating the letter 
— a "woman's Iptt^r" — entire: 
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to make it agreeable and to add 

to our comfort was afforded us. draper hall. 

From Chicago to Oconomowoc 

it was the most delightful we had ever taken. We came over the *C., M. & St. P. R'y *— 

they use initials here — which means the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway — and 

candor prompts me to say the train was a royal one — the track in smoothness, the coaches 

in beauty and finish, commodiousness and furnishings exceeding any road we had ever 

traveled on. You know how extensively we have traveled and how many roads we have 

been on. 

"We spent a few days in Milwaukee, and were, of course, pleased with the city's neat 
appearance, fine streets, pleasant homes, delightful drives and beautiful bay and lake shore. 
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which, with the courtesy we received and the excellent living we had at the quiet family 
hotel — the Grand Avenue — almost persuaded us to pass our vacation in Milwaukee. While 
in that city we met Mrs. — , and requested her ideas of Oconomowoc. 

"'Well,' said she, ' I thought the first time I saw the place — and I have not had occa- 
sion to change my mind — that it was a little heaven below.' 

"When we came to see it — had driven through, in and about it — I could value highly her 
estimation and appreciate the curious fascination of the place : for those who come once 
come again and again, and say : 

* Where'er I go, whatever lands to see, 
My heart, untrammeled, fondly turns to thee.' 

"The country here is high and rolling, the view, more charmingly adorned by Nature with 
her beauties, produces more enlivening effect than the low sweep of vision greeting the eye 
in the drives in the neighborhood of Newport. The drive southwest, leaving Oconomowoc 
at the southern end of Lac La Belle, leads us through a lovely country in fine view of 
Oconomowoc and numerous smaller lakes, or among delightful groves through the gate- 
way of Upper and Lower Nashotah Lakes to Delafield, where we find a hale old gentleman, 
said to be totally blind, from whom visitors purchase souvenirs, agates, crystal petrifications, 
rustic work, bric-a-brac, etc. After a few hours passed in making observations about the 
quaint village, we return via Nemahbin Springs, drink of their life-giving water, drive on now 
westward, crossing the divide separating Twin or Nemahbui Lakes, thence by Crocker and 
Otis, and north by Silver Lakes over the Oconomowoc River, re-entering the town on 
the west side. To-morrow we drive east via Gifford's on the north shore of Oconomowoc 
Lake to Nashotah Station, and thence between Pine and Okauchee Lakes as far as North 
Lake, slaking thirst at the fine mineral spring near Mr. Rudbergs, returning between Pine 
and Beaver Lakes to the main road, and back to Oconomowoc. These are but two of 
the many delightful drives which this country affords. 

" I shall not soon forget my first morning's walk here. All Nature seemed conscious of 
her charms, the strong west wind bringing delicious and exhilarating odors of summer. In 
order to fully enjoy these pleasant resorts, one must have a home, to which attachment is 
deep, which constantly is pulling just a little at the heart's strings ; for really the most enjoy- 
able thing about being *a summer boarder,' is the departure for home. If you are away 
from this enchanting spot too long, the tie weakens and life loses its zest, and one must 
possess the freedom to feel that at will she can come and go to her own fireside, where the 
real life is lived, before she becomes a wanderer. I call to mind a lady friend who had traveled 
the world over, satiated her appetite at the most sumptuous tablesd'/iSte, and in an insane 
moment declared she must go to her quiet country home *to get something to eat,' — a motive, 
next to religion, quite justifiable. But, pardon the digression and the sermon, and should 
you travel the world over, excepting the Badger State, you will want, after you come here, 
to remain in this spot, and were you with me now, you would heartily approve of our resolu- 
tion and do just as we intend to do — to engage board for next summer, and be persistent 
advertisers of this popular place. 

"The hotels — first-class, each and every one, and in every respect — are crowded — full; 
oh, no, that is inelegant ! they are well filled with guests, while the cottages and boarding- 
houses, excellently managed, are accommodating to their capacity. The simplicity of 
society manners and society dress is charming beyond expression, elegance, ease and 
refinement adding to the charm. Here jollity, mirth, music, dancing, splendid yachting — 
steam or sail — capital rowing, magnificent drives, equestrian roads, the greatest abundance 
and variety of the finest of game for gamesters and fish for anglers, are pleasure's perfec- 
tions and health's ingredients. Nor are there here parades for pomposity, museums for 
fossilized humanity, 'orders' for society's exclusion or regulation, need of memorandums for 
extortionate charges, or legal esculapians to remove offensive and officious leeches and 
lackeys. True, this is a finely-drawn picture, but every art and all Nature has painted it in 
indelible colors. 

"About one mile east of Oconomowoc is Wisconsin's summer chateau par excellence, 
' G-ifford's,' most charmingly situated, and the only resort of note on Oconomowoc Lake, with 
a genial and hospitable proprietor, Mr. G. P. Gifford. Succeeding Gifford's Station is, un- 
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questionably, the West's Long Branch, Oconomowoc, a fashionable, genuine gem, environed 
by a coterie of bijou lakes, and possessing three very good hotels — the Jones, Draper, and 
Townsend. Most of the town lies on the isthmus between Lac La Belle and Fowler's 
Lake, a fine avenue extending between both lakes, and which is built up with beautiful cot- 
tages its entire length, while the banks of the lakes and the suburbs are thickly occupied by 
delightful villas owned by prominent Chicago gentlemen. Particularly elegant and complete 
are those of Messrs. Shufeldt and Severance, and worthy of especial notice that of Walter 
Peck. 

" It is not inconsistent to ask, and not inconvenient for, you to come here this season, if 
but for a few days. I promise you full reward. But I am wearying you with this long 
letter which, I hope, fully replies to your inquiries. Sincerely yours, M." 

Mention of the drives in the surrounding country has been made in several instances, 
but too much cannot be said in their favor, and it is no exaggeration to state that they com- 
pare favorably with the choicest drives of which the larger cities boast. In all these drives 
the visitor will fail to find a single poor team, Oconomowoc particularly boasting of a very 
superior class of livery. When we then realize that within a radius of nine miles there are 
forty-one of these charming lakes, a number of which we have described, that mineral 
springs are found in every direction, that the scenery is of surpassing beauty, we must con- 
cede to Oconomowoc the claim of being a grand resort for the enjoyment of Nature, com- 
bined with the luxuries and comforts produced by modern civilization. The lakes are all of 
pure, cool water, with pebbly shores, grassy, dry banks, and of great depth. They are 
literally alive with fish — pickerel, black, green and rock bass, perch and muskallonge. Two 
hundred thousand whitefish were planted in Nagawicka Lake from the Milwaukee hatchery 
in 1877, which are doing well. The fishing at all the lakes is done with minnows, the catching 
of which forms a regular business. 

A drive south from Oconomowoc to Dousman's artificial trout pond some eight miles 
distant, reached via the ancient mounds. Silver, Otis, Duck and Genesee Lakes, and several 
smaller ones, through a most picturesque country, will prove of special interest to every 
lover of the rod and line, and not less so to the lover of well prepared trout — visitors catch- 
ing their own fish, which are prepared for them at the farm at moderate charge. 

Of the mineral springs in the immediate vicinity of Oconomowoc we have visited but 
few, they being the La Belle Springs, Draper's Flowing Magnesia Springs, Hitchcock's 
Medicinal Springs, and the famous Minnewoc Springs near Gifford's. These springs have 
been analyzed, and are claimed to be equal to any found in this country. Croquet grounds 
are found at every hotel and boarding-house, while of churches we remember a Congrega- 
tional, Methodist, Catholic, German Methodist and German Lutheran. The climate of this 
section is genial and wonderfully invigorating, owing to its high location, some 400 feet 
above Lake Michigan ; the nights are always delightfully cool and refreshing, and there is a 
gratifying absence of mosquitoes and other "pests of life" peculiar to the season. The 
sportsmen in quest of a plenty of game will find duck, woodcock, snipe, and other varieties 
in abundance. There is a diversity of sport and pastimes which is practically unlimited, and 
while we enjoy every luxury and every sport to our heart's content — first-class hotel accom- 
modations, driving, boating, fishing, bathing, together with a long list of etceteras, we find 
our expense account considerably within the appropriation, leaving a margin larger than the 
deficit generally resulting from vacations. 
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ITEM NINTH 



WE must take a retrospect, before proceeding, and sum up our explorations to this point. 
The first object depicted was the Grand Union Passenger Station at Chi- 
cago ; next, the Royal Train, which, with such speed, comfort and safety, carried us to 
Milwaukee — eighty-five miles. Then that city, and next the National Home. After which — 

Pewaukee, 104 miles from Chicago. Nashotah, iii miles from Chicago. 



Lakeside, 107 " " Okauchee, 113 

Harfland, 109 '• " Gififord's, 115 

Waukesha, 105 " " Oconomowoc, 1 16 



In doing what we conceived to be justice to those places, we have used up all the first- 
class adjectives we brought along — the demand being greater than the supply, while those 
of the opposite character exceed the demand by a considerable — all which redound to the 
credit of the country, or our lack of judgment ; and we are willing to leave it to any impartial 
board of arbitration to determine — which has suggested the idea of omitting adjectives in 
our further descriptions, though without some kind of lubrication our pencil, we fear, would 
do some "tall squeaking." 

It requires the fortitude of a Spartan to part with " dear old Waukesha " County without 
shedding tears, but we left our " bar'l " of that commodity " down East," principally to 
enable us to look the lazzaroni of the country in the face with dry, hard eyes, and so petrify 
their powers of speech. We might as well have brought along enough to have floated the 
whole lake marine, as not a single or double or any other kind of beggar has crossed our 
path or come within our visual angle. We are told this is not a good country for " back- 
sheesh" shriekers — they can get rich so much faster "on 'change" than on "the tramp," 
that they choose the first named method of " doing " their fellow-Christians. This is not a 
story of our coining, but one of the on dits of the rural districts. At all events we have 
encountered fewer of the " advice-gratis " kind, as Mr. Weller would term them. A less 
number of widows and orphans, remnants of shipwrecks^ lame, blind, deaf and dumb, 
applicants for charity than has been our fortune in any other portion of our national 
domain ; for all w^hich we are duly and truly thankful, and score a point for hereabouts. 
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ITEM TENTH. 



"pROM Oconomowoc there are two ways, by rail, to reach some of the brightest Northern 
1 gems in Wisconsin's coronet. One is to retrace our steps to Milwaukee and take a 
trip UP the Northern Division of the St. Paul Railway. The other to run down the 
same division. We chose the latter, because it would give us the opportunity to test the 
cuisine of Fox, at Portage, of whom fame has spread such glowing reports, more fully than 
the other. 



morougniare 01 wnicn we nave baiu su luucii tiiai wc arc airiiiu 
many think our passage paid in "taffy;" whereas we lorded it, 
and laid down the currency redeemable in silver or gold at the treasury of the United 
States. 

The next place of importance is Watertown, a city of about 14,000 inhabitants, located 
on either side of Rock River, to whose excellent power the city owes its rapid and enduring 
prosperity. It is a pleasant place, and becoming famous for the magnetic waters of rare 
purity and efficacy afforded by its artesian wells. 

We pass in succession the thriving towns of Richwood, Columbus, Fall River, etc., 
reaching 
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PORTAGE 

for supper and over night. 

The country passed through being of the most fertile kind, evidences of thrift and neat- 
ness having greeted our vision at all points, justified, in our minds, the claim of its being a 
choice section of the garden of the State. Of course, we enjoyed the trip over such a 
magnificent road, track as smooth as a parlor floor, and coach as comfortable as human 
ingenuity can devise. At Portage, " twenty-five minutes for supper " is an announcement 
always hailed with pleasure. And such a supper ! No king, prince, potentate, or epicure 
ever enjoyed a banquet as we did our supper there. And we thought we had " struck it 
rich" — like the luck of the miner, whose lead "pans out" better and better as his "strike" 
goes deeper — and so we had, on the subsistence question. 

The train gone, we strolled about the city till the hour at which " tattoo " used to beat at 
old Fort Winnebago, under whose guns we would be, were its walls and embattlements 
standmg, as in days when Jefferson Davis, of Confederate fame, then a lieutenant in the 
United States army, commanded on yon hill, between the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, 
which figured so conspicuously in the wild old pioneer days, when French, Indians 
and Americans traded between Green Bay, Prairie du Chien and along the Mississippi 
River, crossing the first named river to the last, by this "trail," and hauling their canoes over 
the land from bay to river, occasionally getting " the drop " on one another, as chance and 
skill ever and anon afforded. At the usual hour for "taps," during the military days long 
ago, we "turned in" at the Fox House, and enjoyed a capital rest in cosy rooms of ample 
dimensions, and in beds a monarch might envy. 

At " reveille " we arose refreshed, performed our ablutions and toilet, and were ushered 
into the handsome dining-room in which we had partaken and enjoyed such a princely 
supper, and where we placed ourselves on the exterior of the best breakfast we had ever 
sat down to at a railway house ; after which, and our bills settled, with a zest such as only a 
fully satisfied individual can feel in discharging an obligation to one who has conferred a 
great favor on him, we obeyed the conductor's summons, "all aboard," having first provided 
ourselves with tickets in exchange for the legal equivalent, the currency of the realm, and 
took our seats in the rear car of the early morning train east, over the Northern Division. 
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ITEM ELEVENTH 



HE morning train east from Portage arrived "on time" — which is good time to arrive 
at a new place — at 

BEAVER DAM. 



Oh I what a great charm there is about the place. Everything is unconventional, the 
situation is all natural, streets and houses as pleasant as pleasant can be, groves of natural 
trees, natural elevations and natural ravines, a glorious lake, with shores adapted by Nature 
to the enjoyment of all who visit them. Steamboats, yachts, sail and row-boats, yawls and 
"jolly" boats; alive, genial, whole-souled cultured population of some 7,000 believers in 
America and a good, honest American Lord God Almighty! 

A college of fine grade, good schools, extensive factories — two turning out cloths of 
finest texture — thrive in and honor the handsome city. 

The chief attraction of the place, next after the comely women, is the 

VITA MINERAL SPRING. 

Vita Park, and Vita Park Hotel. 

Here we are "spell-bound;" but lest it be said we are "clear gone," we draw upon the 
description given by the "Triumvirate" before mentioned, upon which we discover no 
copyright : 

" The country around Beaver Dam affords some of the pleasantest drives over smooth 
roads through woodland or prairie. In the vicinity are some of the finest farm establish- 
ments of the West. On the Fox Lake road is the highly -cultivated farm of Hon. S. D. 
Burchard ; four miles north of Beaver Dam. on the Waupun road, is the Hambletonian 
stock farm of Mr. William Bonner — brother of Robert Bonner, Esq., of the New- York 
Ledger t — six miles east is the famous Spring Brook farm, owned by H. B. Sherman, Esq., 
proprietor of the New Dennison House, of Indianapolis, Ind. Th6 entire country around is 
full of interest to the lovers of the beautiful in Nature, and whether you go eastward toward 
Horicon, or west toward Columbus, or south through the grand forests of Lowell, there is a 
pleasing variety of scenery, and new life and vigor to the traveler. 

"The recent discovery of the 

VITA MINERAL SPRING, 

possessing unexcelled medicinal properties, lends an additional charm to this beautiful region, 
and gives to Beaver Dam a rightful place among the most attractive and healthful of summer 
resorts. Dr. G. E. Swan, Mayor of the city, discovered this spring in June, 1879, and found, 
by actual tests and experiments, that its sweet and crystal water was a remedy long desired 
for kidney diseases and rheumatic pains. Many of the residents of Beaver Dam, and those 
who spent the recent summers here, testify to the remarkable curative properties of this 
spring. Dr. Swan has numerous orders from abroad, and is shipping large quantities of the 
Vita Water to parties in the East and South, and its popularity is constantly increasing. 

VITA PARK. 

"The elegant Park of twelve acres surrounding the Vita Mineral Spring is a perfect 
gem of beauty, and awakens the admiration of all its visitors. Dr. Swan has fitted up these 
grounds regardless of expense, and thrown them open freely for the benefit of all who come 
to drink of the life-giving waters. Skillful architects and landscape gardeners have been 
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employed and already large sums have been expended in making this park the most pictur- 
esque and delightful place of the kind in the Northwest. As you enter the northeast gate, 
which, by sliding upward, forms a grand archway, rich in wood-work carving and orna- 
mental tracery, you get a fine view of the entire grounds. Passing along by grass plots and 
flower-gardens to the sparkling lakes, and rustic boat-house, you come to the grand Pavilion 
which is erected over the Vita Spring. This structure is the finest pavilion in the 
Northwest, and rivals that of the Congress Spring at Saratoga. The spring bubbles up 
and pours out its flowing treasures of the sweetest and purest water into a marble basin 
from whence it flows into a series of lakes that add greatly to the attractions of the park. 
The dipper-boy at the counter waits upon the visitors in true Saratoga style, and as you 
wander through these enchanting grounds, and admire the exquisite taste and beauty of 
Vita Park you almost fancy that you are in Fairmount, or in Central Park. Here are con- 
servatories of choice plants 
and flowers, a complete bath- 
ing establishment where many 
afflicted with rheumatism and 
kindred diseases have found 
relief, then the Laboratory 
where the water is barreled, 
the music pavilion and engine- 
house, and pretty boats, and 
smooth lawns, and fountains, 
which conspire to niake this 
once famous Indian resort a 
most attractive summer home 
for health, comfort, and pleas- 
ure. 

VITA PARK HOTEL. 

"The beautiful hotel on 
the western side of Vita 
Park is specially built for 
the entertainment of summer 
visitors. It is four stories high, 
with a French roof and towers. 
VITA MINERAL SPRING. Two wide vefandahs surround 

the build mg, and there are 
large and comfortable guest-chambers, wide and airy halls, open fire-places and all the modem 
improvements for comfort and health. It will accommodate over a hundred guests. Here 
is a delightful place to spend the summer. The spacious grounds and cooling shade invite 
rest and refreshment for the weary invalid and the seeker for health and strength." 

The enterprising proprietor is enlarging the hotel, and making preparations for the 
increased business coming as per advices from all quarters. 

Beaver Dam is sixty-three miles from Milwaukee, and reached twice daily by the trains 
of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. 

Our party remained here a few days, because we could not muster resolution to hurry 
from this delightful haven of rest; but, finally, one pleasant P. M., we embarked on the 
west-bound train for Portage and another royal supper. 
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ITEM TWELFTH 



THE train never halts, once under way, for belated or belating passengers. When 
"time's up," it moves on; ditto the detail at Portage, ditto the train, it moved on — 
'* Good evening," to the royal Fox. The conductor, thirty minutes after leaving Portage, put 
his head in at the door and shouted : 

"KILBOURN CITY!" 

It was scarcely necessary; every one knew that Kiibourn City meant the famous Dells 
of the Wisconsin. 

We went into quarters at the Finch House, perambulated the village till a good honest 
hour for retiring from worldly cares ; retired, and forgot them in one of those delightful night's 
sleep poets sing about, but poor mortals seldom find — but we found it, and now swear poets 
are not unmitigated — dreamers. 

We spent several days here, during which the artist was busy with his study of Nature, 
the others with pencils and note-books, each and all sailing up or down the romantic river, 
in one or other of the steamboats regularly plying the stream through the " Dells," and all 
essayed the yawls, floated down with the current, and anon shot ahead, like untamed 
coursers, under the impetus of oars in the hands of ambitious amateurs or muscular boatmen. 

We found waiting us at the post-office, among other missives, one from a Cincinnati 
gentleman whom we met at Chicago on our way out, who had preceded us weeks since. 
Being an old chum of one of our party, and a member of the Club, though not of the Detail, 
he promised to present his ideas of his trip hither, and particularly of this wondrous, mar- 
velous Nature's gallery of art. It is well we had exacted that promise ; better that he fulfilled 
it. We'll be honest and not steal his "powder," but give his letter entire, only adding, the 
country will bear all that can be said in its praise ; ditto of the only railway reaching here. 
The reality so surpassed our wildest imagination, that we could never have given an intelligible 
translation to our profuse and enthusiastic notes. 

He begins, as nearly every other writer does, with his exodus from Chicago, giving his 
impressions en route. But, beg pardon, let him speak : 

"Cincinnati, O., October 25th, 1882. 
" My Dear Major, — Referring to our promise to give you our experiences at, and impres- 
sions of, the Wisconsin Dells — well, here goes: After we turned our backs on the smoke- 
begrimed buildings of Chicago, bound for the wonderful and awe-inspiring Dells of the 
Wisconsin, which are situated about two hundred miles north of the Garden City on the La- 
Crosse Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, we sped away in a magnifi- 
cent coach, one of the famously fine parlor cars of that great railway, and in a remarkable 
brevity of time found ourself on the broad prairies of Northern Illinois, bowling along at 
the rate of thirty-seven miles per hour, yet so perfect was the track that we scarcely felt the 
motion of the cars, and ere we knew it, almost, we were reminded by the polite, unassuming 
porter of the car, that we were entering a city of about 150,000 inhabitants — the metropolis 
of the Badger State, Milwaukee — in which we spent a few hours most pleasantly to our 
sense and profitably to our store of observation ; and, after a splendid meal at the Union 
Depot Dining Hall, again boarded a train, and were soon being rapidly whirled away to that 
Mecca visited annually by thousands of pilgrims from under every sun — the Dells of the 
Wisconsin. By our time-card we were not due at Kiibourn until 7.30 P. M., and knowing 
great fame was given the cuisine of the dining-stations of this road, especially those at Por- 
tage, LaCrosse, Prairie du Chien, Milwaukee and Savanna, opportunity presented itseK to test 
the claim of at least the former to the high praise given, and test it we did, with .greater 
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satisfaction than anticipated. Departing, a ride of some forty minutes brought us to Kil- 
bourn, the spot selected for our vacation. The Finch House is the only hostelry deserving 
the name. Thither we directed our course, found it among the neatest hotels we had ever 
quartered in; sweet, clean, airy rooms, snowy linen ; no mosquitoes, every possible convenience 
and comfort, and rates less than half usually charged at far inferior and more lauded summer 
hotels. Upon arrival^ ** mine host " was absent, but he soon made his appearance, genial and 
smiling, bearing a string of black bass he had captured that afternoon. A rare, good land- 
lord, always jovial, zealous, and striving to make everyone perfectly at home and happy, is 
Finch. 

*' In the morning we made our way to the landing of the "Alex. Mitchell," a daisy little 
steamer, lying near the depot at the base of a high cliff, where the river is nearly four hundred 
feet in width, the banks, precipitous walls of sand rock, seventy-five or more feet high, and 
spanned by a magnificent steel railway bridge, from the top of which a fine view of the 
stream in either direction is afforded. The Dells proper extend up the river nearly eight 
miles, though some very romantic and fine scenery, known as 'The Lower Dells,' is found 
as far as three miles below the village. One's first ride on the river — his exploration of the 
Dells — is a series of constant surprises. 

" No Northern tour is either perfect or complete unless, and until, the Dells have been 
explored. They form a passage cut in the Potsdam sandstone, through which the river dis- 
charges eight thousand to ten thousand cubic feet of flow. For thousands of years the 
rapidly rushing water has worn its course at, above and below, this point, through hills of 
rocks, until it has made a rock-walled river, the while carving out here and there, on either 
side, weird and wonderful caves, cafions, glens and gulches, which awaken admiration, deep, 
with every one, expressed by many with silent emotions, but by more with emphatic enthu- 
siasm, and all having a legendary history that carries the listener back to the aborigines and 
their times. 

" Excitement begins upon arrival, but interest is first aroused at one of the most notable 
objects in ascending the river, 'Angel Rock,' a combination of rock upon a projection 
outlining a winged form which, the fables say, monuments the angelic being that once 
guarded the passage to the weird beauties beyond. Above this is 'Swallow's Fort,' a 
smooth, almost perpendicular, wall seventy feet high, one hundred and fifty feet long, of 
impenetrable depth, and burrowed by the birds with holes ten to twenty inches apart, where- 
in the 'swallows homeward fly.' And then the succession — 'High Rock ' and * Romance 
Cliff,' forming the * Lower Jaws ;' ' Chimney Rock,' on the right, so very tall, and strikingly 
resembling the old-fashioned outside chimneys so common a few years ago, many still being 
seen in the thinly settled parts of this country ; the Dell's House, on the left, an old dilapi- 
dated frame building, always an object of great interest to tourists, built a half century ago, 
by its present occupant, a bachelor named Allen, still hale in health — the first house on the 
Wisconsin River above Fort Winnebago, now Portage City. In early years it was a rendezvous 
for the whites and friendly Indians, and in later times a favorite stopping-place for the rough 
raftsmen of the river, who often made its frame tremble with the riot of their revelings. 
The old recluse, when we met him, was of 'still, short tongue,' until we lubricated it with 
thimbles of sherry, port and ' Robertson Co.,' when it became quite volatile and voluble and 
interesting. But continuing to present Nature's grand panorama : not far above Mr. Allen'.^ 
'residence,' receding from the opposite shore a quarter of a mile, is a ravine called 'Chapel 
Gorge,' far back in which is ' Pulpit Rock.* Above the gorge is the * Devil's Elbow,' and 
just beyond his Satanic majesty's ' offering ' the scene is indescribably grand and beautiful. 
The current is very swift, and rolls between walls of awful rock 100 to 200 feet high. The 
stream being but fifty feet in width, yet over 100 in depth, the little steamer, struggling, 
ascends the now surging stream till the engineer, touching the whistling valve, sends a shrill 
shout of safety reverberating beyond either shore, when its speed is lessened, the water 
becomes shallow, the river wider, and its bed ragged and rocky. And this is * The Narrows.' 
During the spring freshets the volume of water is, of course, increased, and madly rushes 
on with fearful velocity — seething, hissing, singing the Indian's 'Danger Song,' in frenzy's 
notes, tossing immense logs about like chips flying from the logger's axe ; and many a brave 
riverman has met his death here in less time than I could write his fate, his raft having 
been dashed with destructive force against some projecting rock and wrecked, the damp. 
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50 COLD WATER CAf^ON AND WITCHES' GULCH, 

slippery sandstone offering him neither hope nor haven against a watery grave. But this is 
a scene brief and only witnessed early in each year. The first stop of the steamer is at 
*COLD Water CaNon/ where a thousand shapes and shadows are seen. On the bold 
face of a huge rock that guards the mouth of the canon, cut deeply in a Norman shield, are 
the names, not of members of the Cosmopolitan Club, but the names of the 



" Varieties of ferns are found in this caflon, including the rare and much-sought fragrant 
fern. Speckled trout swarm in the crystal stream that tumbles down the glen, the ramble 
ending in the * Devil's Jug,' a perfectly juggy, hollow formation, seventy-five feet high, 
with a diameter line, * at the bulge,' of fifty feet. Re-embarking, the boat continues up 
stream, passing ' Steamboat Rock,' an oval rock island, covered with pine, hemlock and 
mountain cedar trees, standing so quietly through the centuries, washed by rippling wavelets 
or lashed by angry storm-tossed waves. The boatmen throw out two broad planks, one end 
of which they rest upon the shore, the other on the boat's side, and, not daring to look down, 
we are helped across the chasm by strong hands, outstretched and ready to receive us. We 
go up three flights of stairs, follow a narrow path over field, through woods, and, suddenly 
descending a steep, rocky ledge, find ourselves at the superlative wonder of the dells — 
Witches' Gulch. Abruptly arriving at the entrance of the Gulch, above which, 189 feet 
in a projecting rock, may be seen the wry, unmistakable features of a haggard old hag, the 
queen of the witches, so ominously frowning on forms and faces below. Without the 
slightest exaggeration it certainly is one of the most wonderful, weird and peculiar places on 
this Continent. 

" Entering the Gulch, we look up — far up — and catch glimpses of sunlight and see huge 
pines prostrate and lying from one ledge to another, admonishing us to look well to our 
going. After many, many windings, we come into * Phantom Chamber,' and in the side of 
a rocky ledge, scooped out, as if by hand, find a natural basin, and take a drink of the cool 
spring water gurgling out of the great rock into this hidden Pool of Siloam. In this rocky 
apartment we ascend a pair of stairs, from under which the stream that meanders through 
the entire gulch leaps in majestic fall, its roar almost deafening, and spray dashing over us. 
For thousands of years this little stream — at first, probably, a switch of rainfall on the earth's 
surface — has been engaged in wearing this chasm in the sandstone, until now the gorge is 
seventy-five feet deep, nearly a mile long, and in some places so narrow that a large person can 
only pass on with difficulty, especially at Fat Man's (or Woman's) Misery-point. In several 
places vast chambers have been formed, at the doorway of one of which a beautiful fall of 
water leaps down into a deep cut basin. Stairs over this fall enable the tourist to ascend 
higher into another room, pass on, go up another flight and, proceeding some distance be- 
tween the rocky walls, come to the end of the Gulch, where, in an open, almost oval, space, 
looked down upon by the verdured hills, a dancing pavilion and lunch-hall have been erected. 
An hour is given tourists to explore this great wonder, and to return on the noon boat. The 
majority, however, prefer not to be thus confined to time, and provide themselves with 
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of 'Watkins Glen' become commonplace. Being neither cave nor valley, but combining 
all the attractions of both, it winds and twists through immense rocks in serpentine path. 
At one point, far over head, a sheet of daylight slants through a mere rift in the rocks. The 
roof and high, arching walls are frescoed with diamond dew and dripping, drooping mosses 
and lichens. Groups of strange figures, carved by cataracts, washed by whirlpools ages on 
ages ago, ape Egyptian gods and mummies of the ancient Orient. Here a crystal spring 
bursts from a wall of solid stone and goes dancing down over pebbles and ferns. On 
through an ever-varying pathway filled with kaleidoscopic-like enchantments we wandered 
with awe and admiration, our journey ending at a long, dark tunnel, which looks out, through 
a wide, cavernous window, upon the river beyond. 

"The Lower Dells, like their companions above the village, have rocky banks, covered 
with vegetation, and curiously shaped formations no less interesting than the aggregation, 
a description of which I have but faintly accomplished. One cannot see this truly remarka- 
ble, weird, romantic and beautiful section of our land and suppress admiration. Nor will a 
week suffice for a thorough exploration of the caves, grottos, rocks and ravines hereabouts. 
Above Witches' Gulch is a beautiful view of the river, its bluffs and many islands, a fairly 
comparable Lake George view. A fine drive is had north from Kilboum to 'Hornet's 
Nest,' ,* Luncheon Hall,' 'Stand Rock,' * Devil's Lake,' and many points of interest farther 
up the river and in the country in this and adjoining counties. Three miles southwest of 
the town an extensive body of water, on account of its clear and remarkably reflective 
surface, has received the name of * Mirror Lake' It is nearly four miles long, but quite 
narrow, and confined between banks high, bold, rocky, ragged and picturesque, covered with 
evergreens, interspersed with fern-clad dells, and occasionally broken by canyons. Here 
fishing is excellent, some very remarkable exploits have been witnessed in the piscatorial art. 
On its northern bank lies the little village of D ELTON, and a more healthy and delightful 
place for summer recreation cannot be found. Near it are tw^o mineral springs whose waters 
possess excellent tonic properties. In the neighborhood of Delton are many more of Nature's 
wonders. * Congress Hall,' a rocky cavern, nearly a mile long, widely broken, distorted in 
its windings, is indeed worthy of a visit. Occasionally the bold, craggy rocks rise a hundred 
or more feet on either side, masses of verdure clinging to them, their tops crowned with 
pines, their branches overspreading the canyon, throwing an emerald halo on the floor below 
and walls around. No one visiting this locality should fail to while a few hours in this 
charming place. 

"East of Kilbourn, ten miles, lies Lake Mason, and a short distance north of that, Lake 
Jordon, both beautiful sheets of water, and each a Waltonian Paradise. 

" Kilbourn City, though of national fame and resorted to by thousands of visitors annually, 
is, nevertheless, a country village, but all the more charming for that, seemingly having no 
end to its attractions, and many who come here for. a day or two lengthen their stay into as 
many months. The people endeavor to please their visitors, are refined, orderly, and mostly 
free from the catch-penny disposition of more boasted places. The photographic views of 
the scenery around, made by Mr. H. H. Bennett, a resident photographer, have assisted 
largely in giving fame to Kilbourn and the Dells. Every scene along the river is mirrored 
in his mind, and wears the name he gave it ; every sound is recognized by his ear, while his 
tongue tells, tersely and eloquently, the tales of the present and legends of the past, and 
fortunate are they who can induce his company on their trip of exploration. 

" But, my dear Major, you remember that whenever I attempt to address the club, when- 
ever I give the slightest intimation of such intention by word or movement, some member 
invariably and successfully springs a 'motion to close.' Alert, in this instance, and having 
had my say, I "renew the motion," not doubting you will give ear to Howarh " 

A sojourn of a few days enabled us to verify the experiences of our Cincinnati corre- 
spondent, and to endorse his views as to the merits of attractions described by him. Yet 
we had one experience, which was evidently missed, or he certainly would have dwelt long and 
admiringly upon it, as, with his desire for novelty, and relish for grand effects, he would have 
forgotten much else. We refer to an exploration of the river by moonlight, and a full fledged 
procession through the various canyons and gulches. Think of it ! Of the weird grotesqueness 
and grotesque weirdness of the gorges under such circumstances. Add to this the delights of a 
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dance upon the decks of the steamer while passing up and down the strangely beautiful 
river, and the reverberations of the music among and beyond the rocky cliffs. Oh ! for a 
forty-poet power muse to celebrate the charms of those evenings' experiences ; but the 
Detail are only matter-of-fact people in search of truth ; relation, not exhilaration, being our 
province. So we leave all imagination to those interested to complete the picture, and 
resume our sphere of duty. 

Kilboum City is named in honor of one of Wisconsin's pioneers, an able civil engineer, 
a man of great capacity and penetrating foresight, and to whom is due the impetus to rail- 
road building within the borders of Wisconsin. Railroads would, no doubt, come in the 
fullness of time's dispensations ; but his comprehensive mind saw the advantage of " taking 
time by the forelock," striking the lead in improvements, prophetic of a grand future to the 
country, in the minds of g^ant calibre, to which the West is indebted for its unparalleled 
growth in all the elements of power, wisdom, and stability. He invested his means, devoted 
his time and hazarded all in the enterprises he was prominently identified with — in turn, the 
two great lines of railway, spanning the State from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi, the 
grand genesis of Wisconsin's railway system, the nucleus of the all mighty Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railway, now expanded to such vast amplitude. Why wonder then 
at the enthusiasm with which we go forth upon this mission? The inspiration' of the 
sublime faith of that man in the mighty Commonwealth, toward the upbuilding of which 
he was contributing so largely and so unselfishly, nerves us to the task of unveiling the 
divinities which charmed his admiration and beckoned him on to their worship. 

This is the most exhilarating reconnaissance in which we were ever engaged, or have a 
record of. Instead of being a task it is a magnificent pleasure excursion, and we have 
already received many times if not more than the value of the investment for outfit, trans- 
f>ortation, subsistence, and " incidentals." The Kilboum City of to-day, as a burgh, is little 
more than a reminiscence. It presents the phenomena usual to towns once the centres of 
remunerative and buoyant industries; but, in those respects, gone to seed, as it were, and, 
after a Rip Van Winkle slumber, awakening to find their former glory departed, yet, by the 
favor of fortune, bursting again into foliage. The "harp," which so long has hung mute on 
the deserted sites of its former industries, is being restrung and attuned to more lively melo- 
dies whose cadence no incendiary can disturb. 

The utilization of the beauties of the Dells as a "Bonanza," will "pan out " richly, if the 
men calculated to make places thrive, according to the spirit of the age, shall " hold the 
fort " against narrow-gauge measures of little souls who never have a dozen thoughts in all 
their insignificant lives. The curse of " watering-places " all over the world is the greed of 
present gain on the part of those who run them. That spirit has not obtained any ascend- 
ancy at the points we have so far visited on this trip, and wherever symptoms have appeared, 
radical treatment has been administered and apparent cures effected. It is hoped the disease 
will not become prevalent or epidemic. Experience ought to have taught all public caterers 
that the people whose custom is worth having are those who neither want " Cheap-John " 
accommodations, nor calculate on paying Cheap- John prices ; and nothing more disgusts a 
true man or woman than to be bored by those whose most appropriate sphere is that of 
chroniclers of small beer. The importunities of diminutive-souled tradesmen of any craft 
are as distasteful as the doleful cant of professional beggars. From what we have discov- 
ered of the policy of those who " run the machine," of the railway company over whose line 
our ticket reads, we venture to predict that dead-beats, or frauds of any description, will get 
the hot end of the poker from them every time. 

The Dells are far from being the only curiosity of this region. Hon. Frank T. Burnham, 
formerly a resident editor at Kilbourn City, now of the Steuben Republican, Angola, Ind., 
a gentleman of fine culture, who became interested in such matters and made exhaustive 
researches, thus records the results : 

MYSTERIOUS MOUNDS. 

"Other attractions, hardly less interesting than the wonderful Dells, may be found 
within a radius of a few miles of Kilboum. We refer to the earthworks supposed to have 
been constructed at a period long before the red man obtained possession of the country. 
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It is impossible to tell accurately when and by whom they were built ; neither is it known 
for what purpose they were designed. Many theories have been advanced, but hardly two 
students of the subject agree. To all appearances the long mounds, found so frequently 
upon the brows of hills, were used during some of the numerous wars for breastworks, 
while the conical-shaped ones are the remains of the houses of the ancient inhabitants. 
This belief is quite generally shared by those who have given the subject much attention. 
What use was made of the almost countless number of mounds, representing different ani- 
mals, has not been satisfactorily decided. In the immediate vicinity of the Dells there are 
several groups, all of which will be found w^ell worthy of a visit. There is a portion of one 
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LOWKR DELLS. 

Street. It appears to have been made to represent a lizc^rd-like animal. Originally, the 
figure must have been two hundred feet long, its head pointing toward the west. The 
portion now to be seen measures about fifty feet in length, the hind legs being two or three 
feet long. 

" Very often one of these image or animal mounds will be surrounded by several of the 
conical ones. A few miles from Kilbourn may be found one of the most curious groups to 
be seen in this section of the State. It occupies a plat of ground about five rods wide and 
eighteen long. Near the southeast comer of the plat is the figure of a deer, the head being 
toward the w^est. Immediately to the north is a representation of a lizard, the length being 
about eighteen rods, while around its head are arranged eight or ten conical mounds, some 
of them being twelve feet in height. In this connection it may not be uninteresting to relate 
a theory regarding these mounds, which was advanced in a work published several years 
ago. The author claimed it was told him by an old Indian, the veritable " oldest inhabitant." 
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We reproduce the remarks of the author in question, as nearly as our recollection will 
permit : 

" There were many different tribes of the mound-builders, and each tribe had chosen a 
particular animal as a sign or emblem. For instance, one tribe would be represented by a 
bear; another by a deer; and so on ad infinitum. At times different tribes would war 
against each other, and the one coming off victorious would receive the remaining members 
of the opposing tribe, and in commemoration of the event, each one would build an earth 
image of its emblematic animal, the victorious tribe constructing theirs a trifle in advance of 
the conquered. When these were completed, the members of both tribes would unite in 
building as many conical mounds as there were tribes in the confederation. In other words, 
one of these was built for each tribe which joined the union. 

"About four miles south of Kilbourn, on the east bank of the Wisconsin River, and but 
a short distance from the railroad track, may be found quite an interesting group, which is 
well worth visiting. Other groups may be found by driving a few miles in almost any 
direction. Many of the mounds have been opened, and bones and various stone implements 
found, while in others, broken pottery has been unearthed in considerable quantities. A 
few years since Dr. G. W. Jenkins, of Kilbourn, upon opening a mound near the now 
deserted village of Newport, found part of a skeleton in a good state of preservation. 
Nothing very remarkable is to be seen about any of the bones, with the exception of the 
lower jaw, which is very massive and projects well forward. All the pieces are very dark in 
color, and it has been found impossible to bleach them. It is a matter of controversy 
regarding the age of the remains so frequently exhumed from the mounds ; but it is quite 
generally thought that the Indians used these earth-works as receptacles for the dead. It is 
hardly possible that the bones found are the remains of the mound-builders themselves, for 
as a general rule a body will turn to dust in less than half a century. That the mounds 
were built at a much more remote period it is evident. On many of them trees more than 
two hundred years old are found growing, and how many more have attained their full size, 
and then died and fallen to decay, it is impossible to tell. As another proof of the great 
antiquity of the mounds, we would call attention to the fact that the depth of the alluvial 
soil is the same on the mounds as it is twenty rods distant. This is one of the strongest 
evidences of the age of these remains of the handiwork of a people now long since extinct." 

Kilbourn City is situate about midway between Chicago and St. Paul, being 193 miles 
from Chicago and 216 miles from St. Paul. Among other facts worth knowing, it is seventy- 
seven miles from Oconomowoc, fifty-seven from Madison, the State Capital, with direct com- 
munication by the C, M. & St. P. R'y ; it is sixty-two miles to our next stopping place — 
Sparta. 

By studying the time tables — by-the-way, the most conveniently arranged of any we 
have seen — and the tariff, we discovered what a fine amount of enjoyment one may have for 
a small outlay of time and money. Leaving Kilbourn at early dawn, run over to Sparta, get 
breakfast there and go trout fishing — have a trout dinner! — a royal supper, and back to 
Kilbourn to bed, is a day's sport and pleasure. While going the other way, Madison is soon 
reached, enabling one to see the public buildings, visit the Historical Rooms, roam through 
the park, take a sail or steamboat excursion on the glorious "inland seas," which lave 
the shores of the hill on which the Capital stands, run over to the University, back to town, 
get a sumptuous dinner, and hie again to Kilbourn, is but discounting the enjoyment 
of the previous day. But we "can't dwell," as the auctioneers say; so we will go 
Sparta- ward, thanks to our stop-over checks — no; to the conductors, for the checks — they 
are an obliging set of men — act as if it was the greatest pleasure in the world to exchange 
checks every time we hint that we want to see more of the wonders of the world. But, 
good-bye, Kilbourn, good-bye, good people, good cheer and charming scenery. Your 
memory will forever flourish like the "Green Bay Tree!" 
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ITEM THIRTEENTH 



ISING with the lark, we travel the sLxty-two miles from Kilbourn at an hour when at 
home we are wont to be in the arms of Morpheus, arriving at 

SPARTA 



in time for breakfast. The beautiful, balmy morning air, as it is wafted to our grateful 
senses, over fields of new-mown hay, filling with its inimitable fragrance the palace in which 
we travel, combining with the interesting landscape, the principal objects of note in which are 
the number of bluffs, singly and in groups, towering up to the height of several hundred feet. 

The road leads through a number of embryo cities, their prosperity being assured by tho 
laughing fields of grain amidst which they are located. Mauston and Tomah are the largest 
of the places we pass, Tomah being the annual resort of a large number of anglers from the 
West and So^th, it being celebrated for its magnificent trout-fishing. But this whole region 
is celebrated for its fishing and hunting, the rivers abounding in fish of every variety, the 
festive trout being caught in great numbers. Of game, there is a superabundance of bear, 
wolves, deer, foxes, ducks, geese, swan, quail, pigeons, partridges and prairie chickens. 

Sparta is a charming city, of considerable commercial importance, with a population of 
five thousand, enjoying a wide reputation as a popular summer resort, both for the health- 
seeker and tourist. Its altitude being one of the highest in the State, the atmosphere is 
noted for its remarkable purity, and is wonderfully exhilarating. It is this pure air, free from 
moisture and the taints of miasmatic sections, that affords the invigorating and healing 
influences so essential to the weakened lungs, oxygenizing the blood, and imparting new life 
and vigor to the enfeebled physical powers. The influences of the air, in connection with 
the curative properties of the famous mineral springs of Sparta, have established it as one 
of the principal spas of the country, sbcteen artesian wells having been sunk in different 
parts of the town since the first discovery of the merits of the w^ater, in 1869. 

At every spring, even those on the grounds of private citizens, there is a cup or cups, 
and the babbling crystal stream seems to cry out to every passer-by, " Ho ! every one that 
thirsteth, come unto me and drink." If it be not the water of everlasting life, it is believed 
to be the means of lengthening the days of many to a good old age. 

There is a very large proportion of iron in the water — so much, that a new tin cup very 
soon becomes of a beautiful golden color ; but if left beyond a certain period will lose its 
beauty and look simply covered with iron rust. There are also various sulphates and salts 
that combine curative properties, and, like other springs in the State, the waters are likened 
to the well-known Ems Springs in Germany. Sufferers from bronchitis, paralysis, rheuma- 
tism, and many other diseases, find relief or cure here. Many sufferers, too, who have not 
been benefited at the Hot Springs of Arkansas have been permanently cured. The Turkish 
bath institute, connected with the Warner House, is supplied with the mineral water from 
a well in the garden, which is five hundred feet deep, and the dry heat, together with the free 
use of the water as a beverage and in the shampooing and showering process, are pronounced 
most efficient in conquering even the most stubborn cases of long-standing suffering. 
Associated with the tonic properties of the water are found the salts of soda, magnesia, 
lithia, sodium, etc., minutely proportioned and held in perfect solution, forming 2^ pure chaiy- 
bfate, peculiarly adapted to the relief and cure of all cases of nervous debility, derangement 
of the blood, etc. Eminent medical skill will be found at Sparta, and excellent accommoda- 
tions at the hotels. The hotels and numerous private boarding-houses vie with each other 
in excellence of accommodations, the prices at each being moderate. Fine liveries are 
supplied by several well-kept stables, the beauty of the surrounding country inviting to daily 
drives. 
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The Warner House contains every modem improvement — Turkish bath establishment 
and bowling alleys. Its table is inferior to none. Eminent physicians, of both the old and 
new schools, are here. The bathing establishment is under the direction of an old and com- 
petent practitioner. Not only Turkish but Russian and every other sort of bath is given. 
There is a plunge bath which is constantly renewed by the ever-running spring, but its tem- 
perature is too icy cold for a comfortable swim, except to those inured to it, who can easily 
react from its chill ; then it is considered delightful. 

For surrounding scenery Sparta is like no other place we have visited. One cannot 
enter it from any direction except by passing through tunnels or deep cuts through the blufifs, 
or mountains, as they are called, that completely encircle the village. Among the prominent 
attractions of scenery are "Castle Rock," "Chimney Rock," " Hollow Bluff," "Lone Rock," 
"Twin Bluffs" and the " Devil's Chimney," all having historic legends. 

To the northwest stands " Castle Rock," which we recognisted from the car window as 
we drew near on the morning of our arrival, and wondered if it were not so called, though 
we had never heard of it. From its summit a varied panorama of hill and dale and different 
bodies of water can be seen ; indeed, for many miles, as far as the vision will reach, even to 
the hills of Minnesota, across the Mississippi River, a picture of exceeding beauty is pre- 
sented. " Hollow Bluff " is another wonder, and, as its name suggests, is evidently hollow, 
for you may strike it anywhere and it will resound like an empty stone vessel, though no 
entrance can be found through which to explore its probable cavern. Upon its highest point 
has been erected a rough observatory, which no tourist fails to visit, that he may get the 
fine view of the town and environs. There is a " Chimney Rock " here, also, and many other 
curiosities ; bluffs that challenge the venturesome to perilous climbing for several hundred 
feet, where, in some places, there are only narrow shelving rocks that furnish a foothold for 
only one person at a time, and one false step would send him to the depths below. There 
are at least a half-dozen famous trout streams within a short distance of the city, where there 
are unknown numbers of the speckled beauties only waiting for a tempting bait. There are 
picturesque drives and good roads, picnic points, and shady groves enough to keep one busy 
sight-seeing for many days or weeks. 

Lulled to sleep, after a day's explorations, by the continuous gentle purling of running 
waters, and wakened in the morning by the cackling of fowl, lowing of cattle, the twittering of 
many birds, and all the pastoral sounds tending to confirm our impression of the night before, 
all may imagine our astonishment upon throwing open the blinds, and finding ourselves located 
on one corner of the principal business street of the village, directly opposite a grocery, dis- 
playing such an assortment as is only found in a country store. In the windows were pipes 
and tobacco, some wonderful hair restorative, canned com and tomatoes, lamp-shades and 
blacking-bmshes, china vases and dolls' heads, baskets of fine vegetables, and other articles too 
numerous to mention. Diagonally across was a neat brick church, which we afterwards 
leamed was denominated Baptist ; and at the right-hand corner stands the court-house, in 
its park-like square ; and there was the brooklet, the music of which charmed us on our journey 
to dreamland, in reality an ever-flowing fountain of spring water. 

By morning train we leave Sparta, one of the most favored, and certainly one of the 
most fashionable, resorts in the Northwest, and in succession pass through Herseyville, 
Rockland, Bangor, West Salem, reaching La Crosse after a ride of one hour through a 
very interesting, picturesque and wealthy country, teeming with the riches of the soil — the 
industrious farmers' reward — inhabited by f>eople who have every reason to be happy. Ban- 
gor is one of the favorite hunting and fishing resorts in the State — deer, foxes and wild 
turkeys, together with all kinds of fowl, abounding in the immediate neighborhood, a fine 
trout stream flowing through the village, the La Crosse River, near by, affording excellent 
bass, pickerel, pike and other fishing. 

La Crosse is a city of some fifteen thousand inhabitants, located on the Mississippi, the 
site of the present city for many generations having been the great ball-playing ground of 
the Indian tribes for many hundred miles around. The early French visitors called the 
peculiar game played by the aborigines La Crosse, and from it the present important manu- 
facturing and commercial city has derived its name. Here the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway Company has completed a fine depot, with a magnificent "railway hotel," or 
eating house, under the charge of that prince of caterers, Fox— him of Portage — who 
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contributed so much to 
the geniality of human 
nature, and established so 
wide and favorable repu- 
tation for the railway 
company by replenishing 
the "inner man" with 
such palatable viands. 
Before going further, we 
wish to do an act of jus- 
tice, which will be appre- 
ciated and seconded by 
thousands upon thou- 
sands of travelers. There 
is no railway in the world 
which can show such fine 
eating-houses as are to be 
found on this road. Com- 
mencing with the famous 
Col. Johnson, at Milwau- 
kee, whose table every 
one is glad to sit down to 
and sorry to leave, where 
even a teetotal dyspeptic 
\\ill forget his spleen and 
adopt the epicurean mot- 
to, " Let us eat and drink 
to-day, for to-morrow we 
TROUT FALLS. die ;" then comes Portage, 

with Fox, and the only 

cause of regret any one who ever sat down to his table experienced, is that, being human. 

his capacity for food is limited. So at La Crosse, or wherever Fox presides over the cuisine. 

Whoever stops at the Cameron House at 

La Crosse once will go many a mile again 

to have the privilege of " placing his feet 

under its mahogany " for a square meal 

with all the embellishments. 

La Crosse has grown wonderfully 

since we passed it on one of those fine 

old steamers which formerly plowed the 

current of the majestic river in the ante 

railway days. It was then a flourishing 

trading post for lumbermen, raftsmen and i 

steamboatmen, Indians and the farming 

regions and villages of the vicinity, though 

it is still that and more; as the country 

has increased in wealth, the wants of the 

people are more numerous, and as refine- 
ment has advanced, different lines of trade 

supervene, and the La Crosse of to-day is 

abreast with the spirit and requirements 

of the age. 

giant's castle. 
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ITEM FOURTEENTH, 



HAVING done justice to the good living and good livers of the Badger State, we cannot 
march on with a clear conscience until we have " paid our respects " to her importance 
as one of the States in the Union. Official reports situate it between latitude 42° 3c/ and 
40® north, longitude 87® 30^ west. The actual area of the State is 56,040 square miles, or 
35,840,000 acres. The yearly mean temf>erature is 46** F. — the winter average being 20®, the 
spring 47°, and summer 72®. The annual quantity of rainfall and snowfall averages thirty- 
two inches. The increase of population has been as follows : 

1830. 1840. 1850. i860. 1870. 1880. 



3,245. 30,945. 305.391. 755.881. 1,055,559.* 1,310,000. 

The highest summits rise 1,300 feet above the lowest surface in the State, which occu- 
pies a swell of land lying between three depressions, the highest of which, 778 feet above sea 
level, on Lake Michigan; the next, 600 feet, on Lake Superior; the other, the Mississippi 
Valley, which is 520 feet above the level of the sea. "Scattered over the State," says an 
eminent writer, "are hills, some swelling into rounded domes, some rising symmetrically into 
conical peaks, some ascending precipitously into castellated towers, and some reaching promi- 
nence without regard to beauty or form, or convenience of description." The highest peak 
is West Blue Mound, in the southwestern part of the State; the next is Laphanis, in the 
eastern, and the third, Rib Hill, in the central. The first is 1,654 feet above the sea, Laphanis 
1,324 feet, and Rib Hill 1,263. 

Every variety of fish is found in the lakes and rivers of the State, statistical reports 
showing a greater variety and quantity in Wisconsin waters than are found in the streams 
of either of the Central, Western, Southern or Northwestern States, and game in great 
variety and amount is found in nearly all of the counties bordering on the Mississippi, and 
those of the northern and northwestern part. 

We have been doing our travel by that marvel of magnificent railways, the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul, whose colossal system of nearly 5,000 miles of continuous track 
is managed by one President, one General Manager, and one complement of General 
Officers, which places it at the head of all railways in the world in respect to extent of miles 
operated by a single body of general officers. Such rapid strides are but the advance of 
improvement, and in making them the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Company, and its 
management, awaken the admiration of the world. In these 5,000 miles are embraced 
routes stretching through the great States of Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota and into 
that paradise of immigrants, Dakota Territory, wherein it owns more miles of road and 
reaches more of that Territory's principal cities and towns than any other road, and certain it 
is, no other road affords as direct a route to, or reaches as many of, the great summer 
resorts of the Northwest. 

Our sorties into the " open country " through the lanes and woods, across the fields, and 
up and down the valleys, and over hills, have been made on foot, in the saddle, the carriage, 
and sometimes "in the old spring wagon;" and we are comparing our travel of to-day 
through the great Northwest with, the experiences of others, as it was with them some 
thirty years ago, and imagining what it would have been but for the railroads built, and being 
built, across the country in every direction. 

Thirty years ago the population of the Northwest was clustered around the lake ports, 
and on the margins of the more important rivers, the scattering settlers living in the interior 
in the most primitive manner. If they raised a surplus of stock, the cost of getting it to 
market exceeded its value, while it took from four to six days to get a wagon-load of pro- 
duct to market, antl half that length of time to return home, the expense of the trip robbing 
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them of almost the entire proceeds without estimating the value of the time lost in making 
the trip. The merchant and mechanic were no better off, for the people had to buy but 
Utile, the manufacturer make and ^he dealer sell but little, and there were neither growth nor 
prosperity in either of the industries that built their foundation and kept erect the pillars of 
support. Travel from place to place was mostly over " the rough roads of misery," and it 
was only a few years since a member of the Wisconsin Assembly ** slid " to the Capital of this 
State on snow-shoes — i6o miles. The revolution our eyes behold railroads have wrought. 
Four-fifths of the time and half the cost in money are saved. The product of the farmer is 
now worth more at his door than he obtained when he hauled it scores of miles. Now he 
soon reaches competent ease, thanks to the railroads, who transport his grain with speed and 
a dividend to each. The fine farms and comfortable dwellings thereon, handsome school - 
houses, elaborate churches, the hamlet, the village, the city, are the direct results of railroad 
building and advancement by which, too, every county and every part of this country have 
been made accessible and convenient for settlement. There are 34,000,000 acres of land in 
Wisconsin, the average minimum price of which has, by the advance of railroads, been 
fixed at $12.00 per acre. During the year ending June 30, 1882, the sales reported of farm- 
ing lands in Wisconsin amounted to 1,798,983 acres, the sum realized to $31,986,819, while 
the number of village, town, and city lots sold was 15,537. the amount obtained therefor 
reaching over $7,000,000. The total yield of wheat, corn, oats, barley, rye and root crops 
gave 101,987,992 bushels. The number of pounds raised of flax, hops, tobacco, butter and 
cheese footed up 75.653,739 pounds; 1,823,371 tons of wild and cultivated grass were 
gathered. The grand value of the above is returned as over $500,000,000, to which we may 
add another hundred million dollars' value of horses and mules, half the latter amount for 
sheep, swine, cattle, and not less than a hundred million dollars as the value of Wisconsin's 
immense lumber trade ; and what of her manufacturing, mining and shipping, her railroad 
and river business.^ Ah! the figures would be gratifying indeed, for the year just closing 
has been one of exceptional prosperity to each and all of these industries, and they are to- 
day in the finest possible condition. The trade of the merchant is thriving, and money with 
him is easy. The tradesman is happy, with prospects bright, and in all of Wisconsin's towns 
and cities the idle mechanic and laborer forms an insignificant modicum of their population. 
The State was, perhaps, never so really and so universally prosperous as now. All its indus- 
tries are actively and profitably employed, and emigration is bringing in a new population, 
a kind which makes the best possible material for the production of wealth. Wisconsin, 
socially, stands among the most refined, intelligently with the best informed, a peer of the 
most intellectual, and its morality is of the highest ; and, in bidding adieu, we write upon 
memory's tablet the charm and beauty of her scenery, the deliciousness of her climate, the 
enjoyment found therein, the health-giving properties of the waters of her innumerable 
springs, the hospitality of her people, their prosperity, and that of their State. " Et in sive 
vel mirabile Wisconsia, semper encomia nostra eritis, Regia egregius delect ate** 
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ITEM FIFTEENTH 



LEAVING the Badger State, with uberrima fides in its supremacy as a glorious land, we 
move on with buoyant life. At La Crosse we part with the old Indian ball ground 
with its modem habitations, great business blocks, bootblacks, newsboys and business 
activity. We are bent on pleasure and a further acquaintance with the country, and go 
across the Mississippi, over a grand bridge of the most approved pattern, built by the 
American Bridge Company; first across the "old channel," between the Wisconsin shore 
and Minnesota Island, then over the " main channel," between this island and the Minnesota 
shore, the total length of the bridge being nearly 1,700 feet, after passing which we reach the 
soil of 

MINNESOTA. 

the "North Star State," the "Empire State of the ' New Northwest,' " as she justly calls 
herself at this date. How long she will retain her scepter, is one of those things no fellow 
can find out, for in the grand march of population and progress, "Empire" keeps pace and 
time. Here we are on the line of the famed " River Division " of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul Railway, of which we have heard so much. It was a nice point with us to decide, 
during our sojourn at La Crosse, whether to pursue our joumey up the river, as per our 
ticket, or direct it down the great stream to Dubuque, Sabula and Rock Island, and thence 
let it run north so as to have the benefit of the unrivalled scenery of the whole upper valley 
by the time we should arrive at Minneapolis. Our choice fell to the former direction, and so 
here we are gliding along, sans souci\ the first object to be obtained being to secure eligible 
stands or seats to "take in" the glorious panorama which we have been led to expect. 

This is the train leaving Chicago at 9 P. M., breakfasting at La Crosse, so, of course, 
every pre-occupant is good-natured after such an easy rest as a body gets on those palatial 
sleepers, and such a princely breakfast. We, therefore, had no difficulty in making arrange- 
ments with those " to the manner bom," and to whom these scenes were familiar, for that 
which we desired. It happened, by good fortune, there were some vacant sections in the 
rear sleeper, to which we were welcomed by the genial conductor, whose face was a benedic- 
tion, from the good nature expressed therein. We found one of the general officers on board, 
in the smoking end, and entered into conversation with him, he manifesting no dis- 
position to eat us up, or cmsh us for our presumption. We mentioned our gratitude to 
the road for having such courteous officers and agents, he unassumingly remarking it was so 
much easier to get along with people when possessed of their good will — that it paid to 
cultivate their friendship. Score another apple of gold for this institution. Through his 
kind offices, our artist was fumished with documents which would enable him to appropriate 
any hand-car or board any train, at any point, and go as far as he should choose, ride on the 
engine, or wherever his royal fancy might dictate, all in the interest of art. Added to the 
artist's privilege aforesaid was the prerogative of taking an assistant. Thus equipped, and 
after spending a short time in conversation with the official mentioned, and getting some 
good " pointers " of him, Monsieur Artist, and his Fidus Achates, got off at a small station 
and took seats on a hand car, exchanged "good-byes " with us, bid us be of good cheer till we 
should meet again, and expect to be ecstatic over the contents of his portfolios, when they caught 
up with the main body of the expedition. We continued on to Winona, the next place of im- 
portance, noting by the way that there were some elegant views of the river and its shores, 
the alternating meadows, bluffs, ravines and lofty peaks, especially the one at Trempeleau. 
Winona is called the "Queen City," and her diadem becomes her right royally. It is a large 
grain market, the site of numerous extensive and prosperous industries; location superb, 
climate renowned for salubrity, and its name historic and classic, and immortalized by the 
immortal Longfellow, Between us, gentle readers, the Upper Mississippi Valley is all historic 
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and classic — both land and water — being the theatre of some of the most thrilling incidents 
in American history, and of the most interesting and stirring legends and traditions. Nature 
seems to have intended this place for the site of just such a city ; full of life, full of enjoy- 
ment, full of beauty, nestling so closely in a nook of the bluffs which here are so broad, " from 
starboard to larboard," as to form one of the loveliest plateaus in the valley of this royal 
river. "Fair Winona," substantial as beautiful, prosperous as substantial, happy as both. 
It is the site of the State Normal School, an honor to the cause of education, as well as a 
crown of glory to the State which established and fosters it. But we must not dismiss so 
summarily the route from La Crosse here. On the cars one has nearly as fine a view of the 
scenery as from the deck of a steamer. At some age of the world this was such a river as 
takes a wide stretch of imagination to conceive an idea of, when it filled the space between 
the bluffs on either side. What a grand succession of grand firths and rushing torrents ! 



so named passes our ken. To be sure, the train 
flies, but it has none of the "lumbering" appearance associated with the idea of a typical 
Teuton. We pass Minneiska, a lovely hamlet, and some other stations, "on the fly," and 
"heave to" at Wabasha, a substantial burgh, at the southern extremity of Lake Pepin, and 
opposite to the mouth of the famed Chippewa River, which here forms an offensive and 
defensive alliance with the Mississippi. Wabasha was the grand capital of the great Sioux 
/ Nation. Here blazed the council fires of the Sioux and Dakota tribes; here they held their 
congresses and organized " Star Routes." Here their war-paths converged, and the footprints 
of their captives all pointed in the direction of this, their grand "city of magnificent distances," 
from which it might be inferred it w£is a very captivating place — for those in such circum- 
stances. This is far from being all that tends to make the place interesting. Here are traces 
of a still older race of the human species, and the archaeologist may find ample opportunity 
for the pursuit of his special and interesting science. As in other places along the Mississippi, 
the mound-builders have here left evidences of their handiwork. Hundreds of mounds sur- 
rounds this city, inviting the curious to speculation or research. There is great attraction 
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64 LAKE PEPIN AND ITS GRANDEURS. 

here for the sportsman, the angler, or the man of leisure. We stopped over night here to 
take the Chicago & St. Paul Express again, in order to have a daylight ride over one of the 
grandest stretches of this peculiarly grand thoroughfare, skirting the western shore of Lake 
Pepin, to Lake City. Our artist arrived the morning before our leaving, and here we left him. 
all enthusiasm over the pleasures of his past, and the prospect of his future "studies." 

Lake Pepin is an expanse of the Mississippi, from three to five miles wide, and nearly 
thirty miles long, and it would seem the Great Architect of the Universe had taken special 
pains to make it one of His masterpieces, and one of the finest scenic gems in the riper ioire 
of Nature. If you are sceptical concerning our f>en sketch, study the illustrations on the 
page indicated by the catalogue, and if you think that *' flatters " the scene, go and view it 
in person, and you will concede this description damns it by its faintness. The road between 
Wabasha and Reed's Landing and Lake City discounts any railway in this country for 
romantic and picturesque location — following the sinuosities of the giant bluffs, hugging 
their base, and almost laved by the waters of the lake, yet at a secure elevation above the 
beach. The conservative wing of the party had to almost use violence to prevent the adven- 
turous arm from making a raid on Lake City, and capturing the place, and so heroically 
winning homes within full view of the crystalline waters of the lake, all bordered with majestic 
bluffs, sharp pyramids, castellated rocks, relieved by mounds of gentler outline, and vales of 
rarest beauty, eclipsing the famed valley of the Rhine in natural loveliness. One stands awe- 
struck in view of the " Sugar- Loaf " peak, so-called from its resemblance in shape to that 
elevation of saccharine substance so familiar to the young of other days, not less so to the 
"sprig" of to-day; and "Maiden Rock," famed in song and story as the scene of one of the 
most notable tragic events for which the West is famous. This is the genuine article, and if any 
one is incredulous about it, let him hint his doubts to any old riverman, and he or she will not 
repeat the story of his or her unbelief in his presence. " Robbers' Cave " is another traditionary 
object of interest associated with tales, the recital of which would make each particular hair 
of young America stand on end. The vast ranges of buties and ramparts, which guard the 
shores, are all " Cousin German " to the seven wonders of the world in their impression upon 
the appreciative mind, and the most stolid cannot get over them without acknowledging to hav- 
ing passed over "considerable rising ground^ as the Yankee said when he crossed the Alps. 
A short distance above Lake City, located on the shore of Lake Pepin, surrounded by pic- 
turesque scenery unsurpassed in America, and pronounced by Bayard Taylor, and other 
traveled tourists, to be the rival of the Hudson River and the famous Rhine, is Frontenac, an 
embryo Long Branch, and prophetic of being one of the most sought after of the attractions 
of this mighty State. It is yet but a hamlet, built upon a splendid plateau, slightly away from 
the lake, descending to the beach by a gentle slope, a long cape extending far into the waters, 
thus forming, with an opposite headland, a magnificent bay ; magnificent duties, stretching 
away for miles, the scenery presenting a variety of green slopes, fields golden with grain, 
bold, rocky bluffs, and valleys, that extend back from the lake until they are lost on the distant 
prairie, little villages and villas perched high above the water, making a picture that is charm- 
ing in the extreme. 

The country surrounding Frontenac is famous for its shooting. Within a distance of 
ten or fifteen miles the best of shooting that Minnesota affords may be found ; and across 
the lake, in Wisconsin, are numberless trout streams, easy of access, so that sf)ortsmen 
will find all they need to keep them busy. Prairie chickens are always abundant in season, 
especially on the prairies of Minnesota in this vicinity. Excursions to the villages of Maiden 
Rock, Lake City, and other points are of frequent occurrence — a steamer making regular daily 
trips along the lake, and stopping at Lake City for passengers. 

The long cape mentioned is known as Point au Sable, the name indicating the nationality 
of the discoverer of the place. It is among the traditions of the place that it was the site of 
the earliest military posts of this region, established here by Count Frontenac, when Governor 
of Canada. The place already attracts a large number of visitors, and when it shall blossom 
in full as a summer resort, it will take the right of the line in that column. Here are abundant 
implements for shooting, fishing, sailing, rowing, riding, or driving, and no sportsman or 
angler comes back empty handed. 

Passing on, the train enters a broad and beautiful ravine, evidently, from the bluffs on 
either side, once the channel of the " Father of Waters," and passing through it several 
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miles, comes upon Red Wing, just above the head of the lake, and lying at the base of one 
of those robust hills which give such bold, bluff, heroic character to the scenery of the 
great river. The name is anything but suggestive of beauty and sublimity. It is proverbial 
that a New England farmer will build an immense bam, finish it up in apple-pie order, and — 
live in a log cabin, or some other shanty. And it must have been an individual with ideas 
akin to said farmer, who gave to the stupendous promontory frowning down on this goodly 
city, the title of "Bam Bluff," and upon its elevated roof he ought to have been stabled with 
some other donkey, for the rem.ainder of his life, and buried without benefit of clergy. Red 
Wing is a thrifty and romantic place, situate on the west bank of the nv^x, fronting thereon, 
and yet the rising sun shines into its back doors and windows. It is a smart business place, 
with symptoms of being a popular resort for summer residence, having superior attractions 
therefor. It is inhabited by people of high and wide foreheads, and comely appearance, and 
it would trouble any one to find their superiors in enterprise, or men of better character in 
^neral. It is forty miles from Red Wing to St. Paul, every mile of which has an attractive 
feature for the lover of Nature. On tl>e way we pass Hastings and the Vermillion Falls, a 
splendid view of a splendid cataract. Hastings is the eastern terminus of the Hastings & 
Dakota Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, and the southeastern terminus 
of the branch mnning to Stillwater, a most interesting route, running along the shores of 
Lake St. Croix, and in the vicinage of the lovely *' Dells of the St. Croix." From Hastings to 
St. Paul there is the same constant succession of views, which would charm an anchorite, and 
in approaching Minnesota's capital city, we make a grand sweep, which brings to view the 
beauty of the city's location and surroundings, instead of entering at its back door. From 
Dayton's Bluff there is a view of the river and city which has been the study of full many an 
artist of high degree, as well as the admiration of every lover of the beautiful, in the coopera- 
tive works of God and man. 

The train slows down, the bell of the engine is heard, distinctly announcing its approach to 

ST. PAUL. 

St. Paul has been recently made proud and handsome by the erection of many magnifi- 
cent new business blocks and fine structures, among which is a splendid Union Passenger 
Station of elaborate design and finish, but of Liliputian proportions, which shows that 
somebody's ideas were not up to realities. 

The discoveries of the itemizers were numerous and interesting; for instance, at Min- 
neapolis one hears the English language upon the streets oftener than any other, which 
surprises us, to say the least. 

One can start from either of these cities, and go in any direction in the most comforta- 
ble manner, and everywhere there are wonders of natural and artificial creation. But while 
both cities are each full of attractions, the summer ones lie on their outskirts. Our Secre- 
tary's force of habit (the use of the scissors) takes " right of possession " of the following 
description of the most celebrated lakes in the vicinity of the Twin Cities. For interesting 
details conceming St. Paul and Minneapolis, see Item 18: 

LAKE MINNETONKA. 

Across the State <^ Minnesota from the vicinity of Sauk Rapids, on the Upper Missis- 
sippi, to near the Iowa line, extends a vast forest of hardwood timber, covering an area of 
nearly 5,000 square miles. It is about 120 miles in length and fifteen to forty in width. 
Within its borders are hundreds of beautiful lakes of crystal water, which are attractive to 
the huntsman and tourist. Many of them are already famous as summer resorts, being 
accessible from the cities by lines of railway. The most fashionable resort among these 
lakes is " Minnetonka," which lies fifteen miles southwest of Minneapolis, and is easily 
reached by excursion trains from Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

The Big Woods nearly incloses this lake in its midst, and cosy summer resorts nestle 
beneath the branches of the great monarchs of the forest on the banks of the beautiful 
bays, while villages and hotels have sprung up at the most convenient and available points. 
Steamers ply on its crystal waters to carry pleasure-seekers to their destination, and fleets of 
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sail and row-boats are to be found at all parts of the lake, to supply the demand of fishing 
parties. Even the least frequented bays begin to show signs of civilization in newly 
erected cabins, where some straggling sportsman settles down for a comfortable summer in 
the deep recesses of the wild wood, where he can be free from the annoyance of the fash- 
ionable crowds who frequent other parts of the lake. 

Lake Minnetonka is located fifteen miles southwest of Minneapolis, and twenty-five 
miles from St. Paul. 

The lake is made up of a series of bays connecting by inlets, so that steamers pass 
from one to another, for a distance of sixteen miles. There are about twenty-five bays in 
all, but many of them are not accessible by steamer. 

WHITE BEAR LAKE. 

Among the numberless pleasure resorts of the Magic Northland none have attained a 
greater popularity than White Bear Lake. 



BELOW RED WING, DOWN THE RIVER. 

Covering a surface of about 4,000 acres, with banks fringed with the finest of forest 
trees, and beaches of pebble and sand. White Bear presents a combination of scenery that 
long ago gave it the title of Minnesota's gem. It is about four or five miles in length, and 
is nearly divided lengthwise by a long, forest-covered islet, located nearly midway between 
its east and west banks. The water is transparently pure, of the color that gave to our 
State its name — sky-tinted — and from its depths the angler tempts the wall-eyed pike, 
pickerel, black bass, red-eye or rock bass, croppy and perch. 

Here floats the largest fleet of sailing yachts to be found on any western lake, and 
many of them of elegant model and costly finish. 

On its western and southern banks are to be found large and well-kept hotels, each 
with its modest cottages and handsome villas for the use of guests. On its western bank 
are a large number of elegant villas owned by wealthy business men of St. Paul, who send 
their families here to reside during the summer, and join them each evening after the close 
of business. 
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Some of these villas are models of simplicity and taste, while others are more preten- 
tious models of elegance, but all built with a view to harmony with the beautiful surround- 
ings of lake and forest, and for securing to their inmates the greatest amount of comfort 
and pleasure. 

In the vicinity are numerous lakes where fishing and duck hunting are profitable pas- 
times, and two railway lines furnish facilities for reaching the St. Croix, Chicago Lakes, and 
Lake Superior resorts. 

Minnesota may well lay claim to the name of "The Land of Lakes," for they are in 
seemingly boundless profusion ever)rwhere. 

Among the largest of 
these are Leech Lake, 
114,000 acres; Winneba- 
goshish, 56,000 acres; 
Minnetonka, 16,000 acres; 
Mille Lacs, 130,000. The 
opening up of the country 
surrounding these large 
sheets of water will make 
this State one of the 
grandest summer resorts 
in the world, where the 
thousands of tourists who 
are now seeking pleasure 
abroad will find allure- 
ments that will eclipse 
the worn-out haunts of 
the old countries. 

These lakes, with their 
wild surroundings, pre- 
sent a thousand charms 
to people who have been 
always accustomed to city 
life. In the depths of the 
groves on their banks 
shady bowers of woodbine 
or wild grape offer tempt- 
ing sf)ots for lolling away 
the summer days in swing- 
ing hammock, or reclining 
on soft couches of mossy 
green sward. 

In the most available 
locations, too, are snug 
and comfortable board- 
ing-houses, where all the 
comforts and pleasures of 

rural life may be enjoyed ^^^^ bluff. 

in quietness and ease. At 

the most fashionable resorts, as at Minnetonka and White Bear, numerous hotels have been 
built, containing all modern conveniences, so that those who are not fond of the extremely 
rural may enjoy life fashionably and happily. 

The forests in whose depths many of the lakes are embosomed, and which cover the 
banks of the rivers, are filled with game, and the grystal waters abound with fish, and cov- 
ered with water-fowl, which make it attractive for sportsmen who love the wild life of the 
hunter, trapper and fisherman. 

A climate of unequaled healthfulness is one of the gifts of Providence which adds to 
the charms of the beautiful scenery, and enables the invalid to find here that restoration to 
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health which neither "Sunny Italy," "La Belle France," mountainous Colorado, the Hot 
Springs of Arkansas or rugged Scotland can give. 

We visited all the attractive places surrounding the dual cities, and found them worthy 
of patronage and of their fame. You " Down-Easters," who think Indian war-whoops and 
wolf serenades the principal music of these "country places out West" — these metropolitan 
cities — had better " hang your harps on willow trees," and come out here and "see what 
you will see." We had entertained the idea to a considerable extent, before entering upon 
this expedition, that we Eastern fellows need not be concerned in holding the lead in culture 
and refinement; that the West was a "mushroom" affair anyway, and — but such notions 
are not entertained at this writing by any members of the Cosmopolitan Club. 

After a week's sojourn here and hereabouts, it commenced to dawn upon us that we 
had yet traveled but a small proportion of the almost 5,000 miles of railway owned by the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Co., which we were detailed to survey. So we began 
to cast about as to the method of procedure to get an idea of the remainder, having as yet 
" done " on\y four hundred and twenty miles of main line. We queried as to the advisability 
of going out over the various lines to the North and West of St. Paul, and seeing the grand 
farming regions thereon ; of journeying to " Billings " on the Northern Pacific and staging 
it over to Yellowstone Park ; but the motion was not carried, because, by next year or there- 
abouts, the railway will reach there, and the first-class residents of the Park will be better 
prepared to receive people of our " quality." It was apparent to all that the Detail had a " big 
thing" on their hands, and to cover the ground, according to the plan of the campaign, 
would have to deploy as skirmishers, or go in scouting parties in different directions. So 
the Artist — Commander-in-Chief — issued the order dividing the territory into districts, and 
detailing squads of one each, with instructions to rendezvous for winter quarters and report 
at Camp Fleming, after completing their several reconnaissances. The next thing to do was to 
ascertain if the railway company would redeem the unused portions, if any, of our excur- 
sion tickets — Chicago to Minneapolis and return — which we were advised, as before stated, 
would allow us to return by either of the " Three Great Routes," owTied and operated by 
this giant " monopoly," we having used the outgoing portion in coming hither over what is 
denominated as "The Short Line to the Golden Northwest," and the Passenger Department, 
by telegram, answered that, "in the interest of science, art and discovery, the privilege is 
allowed." So we drew our several allowances of cash, and, "equipped as become our rank," 
sallied forth, each "ganging aff his several way." 
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ITEM SIXTEENTH 



MINNESOTA occupies a more than ordinarily important position in the Union, lying, as 
it does, nearly in the centre of the continent, and on the most elevated plateau between 
the Gulf of Mexico and Hudson Bay. It thus becomes the water-shed of three great river 
systems — the St. Lawrence, Mississippi, and Red River of the North — a circumstance which 
must give it considerable commercial influence in the near future. It is bounded on the 
north by the Canadian Province of Manitoba, in the western part, and east of the Lake of 
the Woods is separated by the Rainy Lake and Pigeon River systems from the unorganized 
Province of Kewatin. On the east it has Lake Superior and Wisconsin, the St. Croix and 
Mississippi Rivers forming the boundary for most of the distance between it and the latter. 
Iowa bounds it on the south, and Dakota Territory on the west, the greater part of the latter 
dividing line consisting of Lakes Big Stone and Traverse, and of the Bois de Sioux and Red 
Rivers. The entire State lies between 43® 30' and 49° 2^' north latitude, and between longi- 
tudes 89® 39^^ and 97° 5' west from Greenwich. 

The area of the State is estimated at 83,530 square miles, or 53,459,840 acres. Nearly 
3,000,000 acres are believed to be covered by interior lakes, of which there are upwards of 
7,000 in the State. Several of these as, for instance. Red Lake, Mille Lacs, Leach Lake, 
Winnebagoshish, Minnetonka, and a few others, are quite large, covering, respectively, areas 
of from 10,000 to 340,000 acres ; but the average area of the entire number within the sur- 
veyed portion of the State is computed to be about 300,000 acres. 

THE LAKES AND FISH. 

All the larger lakes and most of the smaller ones are very deep, soundings having been 
made, in some instances, to the depth of fifteen fathoms; and in some that are compara- 
tively quite small, from five to ten fathoms is not a rare depth. Their waters are clear, 
cold, and usually free from alkali or mineral salts, and most of them inhabited by myriads 
of sunfish, black bass, pickerel, pike, and other varieties highly esteemed as edible. When 
taken from the water, even in the hottest periods of summer, the flesh of these fish is firm 
and well flavored, and constitutes a most palatable article of diet. 

RIVERS AND STREAMS. 

Besides the lakes, which are found in nearly every part of the State, but are most numer- 
ous on the divides between the river systems, Minnesota has several large rivers and 
numberless smaller water-courses. First among these is 

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 

which rises in the northwestern portion of the State, and flows, by a circuitous course, to 
the southeastern comer, over a distance of more than 800 miles. Some 670 miles are 
wholly within the State, and 134 constitutes part of the divide between Minnesota and Wis- 
consin, and below the Falls of St. Anthony is a navigable stream for ordinary river steamers. 
The upper river, for an aggregate distance of more than 400 miles, is navigable for smaller 
steamers, though the entire river is not unobstructed, however, as there are several falls and 
rapids at considerable distances apart. 

THE MINNESOTA RIVER, 

which is next in size, takes its rise in the Coteaus des Prairies, in Dakota Territory, and, 
after accomplishing a distance of some fifteen miles, widens out into Big Stone Lake, which 
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is about thirty-two miles long. From this lake it flows southeast for about two-thirds of its 
length, and thence northeast, discharging its waters into the Mississippi a few miles above 
St. Paul, at Fort Snelling. Its total length, including Big Stone Lake, is computed to be 497 
miles, of which about 300 are navigable. 

THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH 

has its source in Elbow Lake, only a few miles distant from Lake Itasca, the source of the 
Mississippi, and running southwest, flowing through several lakes, unites with the Bois des 



VERMILLION FALLS. 

Sioux, about twenty-eight miles north of Lake Traverse ; when it turns north, forms the 
western boundary of the State, thence to the Canadian line. In passing through Manitoba 
it receives the waters of the Assiniboine, and empties into Lake Winnipeg. Its length within 
the State is nearly 500 miles, of which about 300, together with all that portion beyond the 
northern boundary, are navigable for steamers. 

THE ST. CROIX RIVER 
rises in Northwest Wisconsin, flows southerly, forming 1 30 miles of the eastern boundary. 
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and empties into the Mississippi about twenty miles soutiieast of St. Paul, about fifty miles 
of the lower portion being navigable. 



THE ST. LOUIS RIVER 

is formed by numerous water-courses which drain the lakes in the northeastern part of the 
State, and flows southeast into Lake Superior at Fond du Lac. It is only navigable a short 
distance near its mouth. 

OTHER RIVERS AND STREAMS. 

The Big Fork, Little Fork, Red Lake, Wild Rice, Buffalo, Pomme de Terre, Chippewa. 
Lac qui Parle, Yellow Medicine, Cotton Wood, Redwood, Rock, 



WHITE BEAR LAKE. 

originate from springs, and their waters are pure, cool and generally filled with fish. Those 
who are fond of piscatorial sport can hardly miss finding a field for the indulgence of their 
favorite pastime in any part of Minnesota, and in most localities they can unite with this the 
agreeable recreation of shooting. 

There is probably no State in the Union whose climate is the subject of more erroneous 
opinions amongst non-residents than that of Minnesota. It is generally believed to be 
extremely cold and inclement throughout the winter months, and numbers of those who 
come here to reside view the approach of their first winter in the State with serious misgiv- 
ings, fearful lest they may have to succumb to the " dreadful cold weather." Their experience, 
however, is so wholly different from what they had been led to expect^ that they cannot but 
wonder why the erroneous opinion exists. It is true that the climate is cold in winter, which 



Digitized by 



QiOo^'<i 



72 CLIMATE AND RAIN-FALL. 



is the case in all high latitudes ; but it is, by no means, uniformly so, and only inclement 
when high winds prevail, which are infrequent and for brief intervals. The air being very 
dry, does not absorb the heat from the body. An ordinarily still day in Minnesota, with the 
thermometer ranging from zero to 20° above, is quite pleasant, and mechanics frequently 
work out of doors all day with the thermometer at 10° or 12** below zero, feeling little or no 
inconvenience. Those who have come into the State from more southerly districts assert 
that they lose less time here, because of inclement weather, than in the localities they left. 

From an official table prepared at St. Paul, it appears that during the six years ending 
with 1880 the mean winter temperature was 1 8° 45^; for the spring months, the average was 45® 
50^; summer months, 70*49^; and autumn months, 44° 14^ This included two very cold 
seasons: those of 1875 and 1879; the lowest extreme being 32® in the former and 39® in 
the latter — degrees of cold that are very rarely attained and continue only for short periods. 
The highest summer temperature during this interval was 98®. The range of the thermom- 
eter is comparatively great at all seasons, frequently exceeding 50° during the winter and 
spring months. The temperature is most equable during the summer, when the variations 
seldom exceed 40®. 

The greatest velocity of wind for the six years was attained in September, 1878, and was 
fifty-five miles per hour. Ordinarily the maximum velocities range from twenty-two to forty 
miles per hour. The average depth of melted snow and rain-fall for the several seasons of 
the six years, was as follows: winter, 3.13 inches; spring, 7.93 inches; summer, 11. 14 
inches; autumn, 5.96 inches. The heaviest deposits of moisture are during the growing 
months, when it is needed by vegetation. This seems to be an invariable rule ; and yet the 
greatest number of fair and clear days also occur at the seasons when the agricultural 
employments most require them, the rains occurring usually at night. The average number 
of fair and clear days during the several years above mentioned was : in winter 60, in spring 
61, in summer 79, in autumn 71, or an average of 271 days per year, or about three-fourths 
of the whole time. 

In reality, there is but little difference, as to the lengths of seasons, between this State and 
the northern portions of Indiana, Ohio and Pennsylvania. As they approach the west the lines 
of isothermal latitude bend northward, and what little difference there is in the duration of the 
cold terms in the northwest is due rather to the increased length of the winter nights than to 
greater intensity of the cold. In Minnesota spring commonly begins about the first of April, and 
planting is done soon after. Harvesting commences in July, and is continued into August, 
and autumnal frosts make their appearance from the tenth till the twentieth of October. 
But it is in this latter month that Indian summer begins, and it frequently lasts from four to 
sbc weeks. The advent of wintry weather, until which time fall plowing may be continued, 
takes place about the twentieth of November usually. After this the cold increases gradu- 
ally in severity until about the middle of December, when winter fairly sets in. But the 
weather is by no means constantly cold during the winter months. There are frequent 
warm intervals, sometimes of only a few days' duration, and again continuing for weeks. In 
1877, for instance, the entire month of February was warm and pleasant, and a week or ten 
days of warm weather at a time during the winter is not at all uncommon. 
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ITEM SEVENTEENTH. 

A DESCENT upon St. Paul and Minneapolis was made by a Triumvirate of Tourists, 
Frank H. Taylor, leader, some two years ago, and their scribe wrote them up so 
nicely, hit the various nails so squarely on their crania, and articulated the whole so sharp, 
that our Detail, upon vote, ordered that their notes, which are at a premium, be deposited 
with this collection. There being nothing mean about our Secretary, he voted affirmatively; 
for proverbial is the fact that he would as soon appropriate the work of others, when it cannot 
be improved, or improved upon. But hear the Triumvirate : 

It is here set down that the Triumvirate arose early, like " Obidah the son of Abensina," 
— in the legend — though not to pursue its journey over the *• Plains of Hindostan," but to see 
St. Paul at sunrise. There is an elasticity to the atmosphere in this region which would vitalize 
the blood of an anchorite. Even the steam whistle of the locomotive was caught up by the 
echoes and tossed back and forth sportively away off among the hills toward Minneapolis. 

We breakfasted, and the Prince, our luxury-loving member, was so far exhilarated by the 
elasticity referred to, that he proposed, for the first time during our joumeyings, that we 
should take a walk. 

We climbed the hill behind the busy portion of the town, where the best residences are 
found, and took in the scene. 

St. Paul has one feature peculiar to itself. It is a sloping bridge. It springs from the 
high bluff upon which the city is built, and reaches down to the low opposite bank. When 
a stranger comes into town the sloping bridge is about the tirst thing he notices, and the ne.\t 
is the fresh complexions and wide-awake look of the ladies, and the very general fine 
physique of the men. There must be something extraordinary in the atmosphere of a region 
producing such people. But it doesn't merely create ; it rehabilitates. It takes the worn- 
out, over-worked men and women of the East and South, and endows their failing forms 
with a new and enduring vitality. 

As we sat upon the bank of the river, later in the day, the Statistician seemed to be 
suddenly struck with an idea. He fished about in his pockets for a little while, finally 
producing the following memoranda : 

'* St. Paul is five miles square. 

"Population about 50,000; expect to double it in five years. And then to keep on 
doubling it. 

" Two hundred miles of streets. Gas, water, street railways, telephones. Indian curiosi- 
ties. Fifty churches and one jail. 

" Lots of hotels. 

" More boarding-houses. More live men to the dozen than any other town in America. 
Wholesale trade last year $36,000,000. 

** Fifteen railroads centre here. Five bridges and an opera house. Three or four elevators. 

" St. Paul considers herself worth $50,000,000. 

•' That's a thousand dollars per head all round. 

" We will stay here if there is a fair division." 

Just before our coming there had been a big fire among some of the wholesalers. Work- 
men were busy all about the ruins, making mortar, unloading brick, hewing timbers, mor- 
tising, pulling down and building up. Signs were set about like this : 



PLUCK & CO. 

Will re-occupy this Site in 60 Days 
with an entirely new Stock of Selected 
Goods, finer than ever. 

Temporary Address in next block. 
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"That's what makes the Northwest such a big success!" exclaimed the Statistician, as 
we stood looking on. " You can't wipe us out by fire or flood. Remember Chicago." 

We went back to the hotel, paid our bill, and departed for Minneapolis. 

As regards the extent and solidity of her business features, Minneapolis is " nip and 
tuck" with St. Paul; but when you come to mills and lumber, St. Paul is out of the race. 



ST. PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS. 

Minneapolis is a short ten miles above St. Paul, and is now connected by a short line road, 
completed last fall by the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, which crosses the Missis- 
sippi upon one of the finest and most costly iron bridges in the country. 

The largest milling centre in the country at present is undoubtedly Minneapolis, the young 
and thrifty Minnesota city, located just above the head of navigation on the Mississippi. The 
mills of Minneapolis, some of which are the largest and most complete in the world, grind 
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into flour annually about 22,000,000 bushels of grain, while the entire wheat crop of Minne- 
sota is 35,000,000 to 40,000,000. Thus, two-thirds of the wheat grown in the State is 
converted into fl«ur by her own citizens. It is said that at the Falls of St. Anthony the 
Mississippi River furnishes a water-power which only requires utilization to convert into flour 
all the wheat which could be produced in the g^eat wheat^growing belt of the Northwest. 
Not only has that far-seeing spirit of enterprise which prompted the utilization of the great 
waterfall furnished a home market for wheat, but it has built up a city of consumers for every 

variety of agricul- 
tural products, to the 
further profit of the 
farmers. The manu- 
facture of flour con- 
tributes not only to 
the wealth and com- 
fort of the people, by 
retaining at home a 
profit on wheat ad- 
ditional to that of 
growing it, but it 
also adds to the 
profit of the farmers, 
by bringing into their 
midst an army of 
workers at other in- 
dustries, who must 
be fed. Thus, in- 
stead of being an 
exclusively agricul- 
tural community, a 
large percentage of 
the people of Min- 
nesota are employed 
in a variety of indus- 
tries which are mu- 
tually advantageous 
to each other. 

The Triumvirate 
was invited to in- 
spect one of the 
twenty- one flour 
mills in operation 
here, the largest and 
newest of them all, 
in fact, the biggest 
mill in America. 

We followed the 
course of a handful 
of wheat grains from 
Liic uiiiudciiii^ i^cus <x\. kiic iiisL iiuui* to thc hoppcr bin, and 
«5^^^ ^ thence by an elevator to the fifth 'floor ; then to a receiving 
bin on the fourth floor, where "conveyers" take it to 
storage bins on first and second floors, where it waits for the miller. He shoots it in little 
pockets on an endless belt up to the top or eighth floor, where it is fed into " grain separa- 
tors" on the floor below, to sift out chaff and straws. Next in order come the patent grading 
screens. Then the "cockles" on the fifth floor, and the "brush machines" on the fourth, 
and the " ending machines," on the second floors. But this is not the ending. It's only the 
beginning ! 
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If the reader wants to know how much trouble it takes to make a barrel of flour, let him 
visit one of these mills when on his summer holiday. 

"A" mill cost half a million, and it takes a thousand dollars per diem to run it. When 
doing its best it can turn out about i,ooo barrels in a day. 

Figure results for yourself; but don't go into the business unless you have good backers. 
When we left "A" mill, we thought that what we "didn't know about milling" wouldn't 
turn the big turbine in the cellar ; but the Statistician looked wise and kept on making notes 
in his mem. book, which afterwards afforded the following : 

" There are twenty-one mills in the city, of which Gov. Washburn owns three, and C. A. 
Pillsbury & Co., four. 

" Total possible capacity estimated at fifteen thousand barrels per diem. 

*' But mills don't run all the time. 

"The leading market is in Europe. About seven freight trains go East daily with 125 
barrels to car. 

" Wheat used is chiefly from the Red River region. 

"Last year 1,650,850 barrels were shipped. 

"The amount of wheat received was 8,103,710 bushels. 

" The total length of freight cars running loaded out of the city during die year would 
amount to over 300 miles. 

" As to lumber, if the production was confined to boards a foot wide and an inch thick, 
they would, if placed end to end, girdle the world." 

" Figures are big things." Just so, Mr. Triumvirate ; but let us call your attention to a 
•' clipping," which brings you to the condition existing October. 1 882 : 

" The immense volume of trade and business in the City of Minneapolis, for the month of 
October, as exhibited by official reports, shows an increase in the growth of our commercial 
and manufacturing interests that borders on the marvelous. In milling interests the increase 
is immense, the receipts of wheat leading those of 1881 by more than half a million bushels, 
and an increase in the shipment of flour for the same period of 86,382 barrels. But this great 
increase in milling interests is not as suggestive of the immense growth of the business of 
Minneapolis as is that in the other departments of trade and commerce. Four thousand two 
hundred and thirty-one car-loads of merchandise were handled in October, an increase over 
the same month of 1881 of more than 1,100 car-loads; while 27,690 car-loads of freight were 
handled as against 19,026 in 1881 — making an average of 1,065 cars per day for the working 
days of the past month. None of this vast increase in the shipping interests of the city is to 
be attributed to the activity of the lumber trade, as in that branch of business the enormous 
local demand, growing out of the unparalleled building operations of the past year here at 
home, has caused a slight falling-off in shipping statistics in that line. The erection of 1,600 
dwelling houses in 1881 is likely to be exceeded in 1882 by at least a full thousand, and in 
every branch and department of trade and manufactures the increase seems to be fully equal 
to that in shipping and mercantile interests. In the real- estate trade the increase is still 
more remarkable and significant, indicating, as it does, more accurately than anything else the 
rapid increase in our population. As against a total of over $8,000,000 in 1881, the real estate 
transactions for 1882 will mount up to more than $16,000,000. To those familiar with the fact 
that of this vast amount a very large proportion has been sold for immediate improvement 
and occupation, either for business or residence purposes, no stronger evidence will be re- 
quired to establish the claim of phenomenal increase in business growth and population." 

Now proceed, dear Trio. 

Perhaps there is no other feature in her vicinage of which Minneapolis is as proud, as of the 

FALLS OF MINNEHAHA. 

It is three miles, or rather less, from town, in the direction of St. Paul, and is to be reached 
either by rail or carriage. 

The cascade is neither broad nor high. A rapid and sparkling little stream runs dancing 
down through the meadows, and, coming suddenly upon its plunge, spreads its aqueous 
skirts to their fullest width, and glides over the tip of the smooth and crescent-like rock with 
a grace most beautiful and rare. 
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Behind the fall a gallery has been formed by the crumbling of the softer second stratum 
of rock, and visitors pass under to the other side, looking through the transparent sheet 
almost as if a monster window intervened. 

Below the falls a pathway leads down the ravine into those secluded shades particularly 
in favor with lovers, and a long stairway mounts to the world above. 

Perhaps, even with these beauties, Minnehaha would never have attained to a world-wide 
fame had it not been for the magic power of poesy. 

And thus we owe much to the happy fortuity which sent the young Hiawatha this way. 
when, in his pretended quest of ammunition, he 

" Paused to purchase heads of arrows 
Of the ancient Arrow-maker, 
In the land of the Dacotahs, 
Where the Falls of Minnehaha 
Flash and gleam among the oak-trees, 
Laugh and leap into the valley. 
There the ancient Arrow-maker 
Made his arrow-heads of sandstone. 
Arrow-heads of chalcedony, 
Arrow-heads of flint and jasper, 
Smoothed and sharpened at the edges, 
Hard and polished, keen and costly." 

"Union Park" is the name of a new and extensive place of popular resort, which is 
situated upon the "short line" between the two cities. It is reached from either place in 
fifteen minutes' time, passengers being set down at the Union Park Station, close by the 
entrance. 

The enclosure contains thirty-three acres of land, of the most diversified character. It 
is gently rolling, and covered with splendid forest trees, while several tiny lakes repose in its 
pretty vales. Broad drives and walks penetrate to all parts of the pastoral park, and arbors, 
summer houses and rustic seats woo the visitor to rest in the cool shade. The park is 
located on the highest ground between the cities, and from a lofty tower in the centre both 
St. Paul and Minneapolis are visible. 

One day the Triumvirate saw a train of open cars standing in the streets of Minneapolis, 
with a fussy little engine, of the genus dummy, at the head, and without taking the trouble 
to ask where it was going, the three travelers seated themselves among the other passengers, 
and were shortly whisked away out of town, across fields and through woodlands, much as 
the New-Yorkers are taken to Coney Island. About four miles from town Lake Calhoun 
came into view, its verge being well shaded and the benches under the trees filled with 
picnicers. 

A pretty hotel stood up among the trees upon a small hill, and a quaint-looking steamer 
paddled to and fro upon the round little lake of perhaps seven hundred acres, much like a 
duck whose mates have all flown away and left it alone. 

Just beyond the station the train passes the beautiful flower-bedecked cemetery of the 
city, with a sloping pebbly beach upon the right, where the slight whish-wkish of the wave- 
lets would bring sleep to the eyes that would rather feast upon the scene, on a warm 
midsummer afternoon. Then the little "Narrow-gauge" turned into the woods, and half a 
mile beyond found its terminus at Lake Harriet, the twin of its neighbor in size and bordering 
characteristics. 

The Triumvirate invested liberally in lemonade and other concomitants of suburban 
holiday places, and thus, after having paid tribute to the customs of the region, they returned 
to town. 
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ITEM EIGHTEENTH 



HE several members of the corps, before separating, were exhorted by their chief to 
remember the exordium of Thanatopsis : 

" To him who in the love of Nature holds 
Communion with her visible forms, she speaks 
A various language ; for his gayer hours 
She has a voice of gladness, and a smile 
And eloquence of beauty ; and she glides 
Into his darker musings with a mild 
And gentle sympathy, that steals away 
Their sharpness ere he is aware." 

And to give emphasis to such points as, ** Raze out the written troubles of the brain, and 
cleanse the stuffed bosom of the perilous stuff that weighs upon the heart." 

Thus exhorted, they departed, as stated, one detachment moving out. via Farmington, 
over the Hastings & Dakota Division of the St. Paul Railway, passing on the way 

PRIOR LAKE, 

forty-five miles from Minneapolis, one of those gems of inland seas for which this region is 
so justly famous, with plenty of room and plenty of welcome for all who feel the need of 
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most forest lakes, the shore is irregular 

and undulating, diversified by bold promontories and deep vales. At the south end, divided 
by a narrow isthmus, is Spring Lake, nearly circular in form. This lake is fed by numerous 
springs, by reason of which the water is ver>' cool and wonderfully clear, and an excellent 
home for the finest kind of fish, and they have not been slow in appropriating it. 
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Prior Lake is surrounded mostly by a growth of large timber. Several lovely islands dot 
its surface, and in many places around the lake farms have been cleared up and are under a 
fine state of cultivation. These facts clearly prove that here are all the elements of pictur- 
esqueness which form the type of the lake region of this wonderful State. Salmon and trout 
have been deposited in large numbers in the lakt and are doing well. About the shores there 
is an abundance of game, consisting of deer, grouse, prairie chickens, quail, squirrel, rabbit. 



migniy iNonnwcsi. 11 is wen suppiieu 

with yachts, steam, row and sail boats, lake minnetonka. 

and all appliances for navigation afloat on 

the waters of the great lake country. The shores are immensely grand and beautiful. The 

waters swarm with almost every specie of the finny tribe common to fresh water seas. Hotel 

accommodations are good, with promise of great excellence. The place is already becoming 

noted as a fine and popular resort, and will compare favorably with the best classes. 

Moving on by rail to Aberdeen, the rising city of the now famous James River 
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Valley, we come to a halt, and make a brief rdsumi of our trip, by saying that the country 
traversed is one of the finest farming regions in the world, thereby meaning that it is at par 
with the general character of Minnesota and Dakota. 

Turning southward, the party proceeded to the end of the track, and took " overland " 
conveyance on the route which is soon to be occupied by the rails. At length, reaching the 
temporary terminus of the Southern Minnesota Division of the great system we have so often 
mentioned, proceeding down which, in commodious cars, we reached 

DELL RAPIDS. D. T., 

the Queen City of the valley, and " pleasure people's perpetual paradise." It is in the north- 
ern portion of Minnehaha County, and on the western bank of the Big Sioux River, twenty 
miles north of Sioux Falls, 120 north of Sioux City, la., and 330 west of La Crosse, on the 
Mississippi. It is one of the substantial towns of the Sioux Valley, and the shire of Minne- 
haha County. Says a well-informed writer : 

"The town itself takes its name from the remarkable feat of Dame Nature in close prox- 
imity, which is everywhere known as 

"THE DELLS. 

•* A visit to this picturesque locality will well repay the lover of the strange and beautiful. 
The Dells have been aptly termed the safety-valves of the water-power at Dell Rapids. 
Beginning at a break in the Big Sioux River, on the south bank, opposite the town, at first 
the Dells present the appearance of a rivulet flowing out of the main body of water, taking 
a circuitous direction, to re-unite with the parent stream some two and one-half miles further 
along its eccentric course. Yet only in the higher stages of its waters does the Sioux over- 
flow the dam across the aperture between itself and the Dells, and it becomes instantly 
apparent that it is not from the river that this peculiar branch, which is not a branch, obtains 
its water supply. Investigation determines that the Dells are fed by invisible springs, indefi- 
nite in number and indefinable in volume, which maintain in the bed of this curious stream 
an average depth of about eleven feet, although a much greater depth is found in various 
places. As you progress along the banks of the Dells, you notice increasing accumulations 
of the well-known Big Sioux quartzite, in its dull red and leaden colors ; the banks grow 
more and more precipitous; the rocks are heaped strata upon strata in immeasurable 
quantities, and take on fantastic shapes and unusual formations; the Dells deepen into a 
gorge, far down into the bottom of which the waters, taking their hues from the sky above 
them, creep along in almost imperceptible ripples. Overhead, pile on pile, hangs the rugged 
quartzite, shelving out over the liquid blue beneath ; in the sides of the rocky banks innumer- 
able swallows build their nests, while above them shrubbery clings and cacti grow, seemingly 
nurtured in a soil of adamant. Perhaps the highest perpendicular point, from the summits 
of the overhanging rocks to the waters below, is very nearly forty-five feet ; but so precipitous 
is the descent, and so grotesquely wild the aspect, that it is no wonder the majority of tourists 
report the height much greater. Descending a fissure, gazing down which descent seemed 
impossible, the writer pushed off in a rude canoe and paddled for some distance under the 
overshadowing banks. Here, indeed, looking upward, the impression was intensified, and 
upheavals had torn th^se banks apart and given to them, with whimsical violence, their 
strangely weird formations." 

The hand of improvement has erected a dam across the river for the utilization of the 
waters for milling and mechanical purf)oses. It is a fine dam, and affords excellent mill- 
sites, and there are most excellent mills by the dam site. The country around is well settled 
by a live class of people. Below the town, in the main channel of the river, are two large 
natural bridge piers of the beautifully-tinted stone, oblong in shape, and from fifteen to 
twenty feet in height, the largest being utilized by the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
way as one of the piers of its bridge spanning the river at this point. The river and Dells are 
filled with the different species of fresh-water fish, while the banks abound in the various 
kind of fowl which inhabit such regions. Hotel accommodations, yet limited, are increasing 
rapidly as demands grow. This is one of the points where business and pleasure are in 
partnership in furnishing attractions for those seeking the boon of summer rest. 



Digitized by 



QiOo^'<i 



*NEIV RIVER" VALLEY, 8 1 



ITEM NINETEENTH. 



WE are reminded that we are in the " Land of the Dakotas." However eloquent might 
be the story of Dakota's appearance before the world — her wonderful development 
— her unparalleled growth — her present prosperity — her promising future — her grand pos- 
sibilities — her leading counties, their area, soil, climate, location, facilities — her cities, their 
attractions, resources, industrial interests, and features, the fame of which has already struck 
the tympanum of the civilized universe, can only be epitomized in these pages. 

Not so far in the past as to be beyond recall, are the years when the broad prairies of the 
young giant that is— the mighty State to be — lay unproductive and idly waiting the devel- 
opment of their undisturbed component wealth. 

On the map of the world Dakota appears as a territorial dependency of the Supreme 
Republic — the United States of America — and so it is; but it is outlined as the glorious 
Empire of the Golden Northwest, and among the " Lands of Promise." Its primitive |>osi- 
tion has vanished, and to-day it conspicuously appears as an object of attention, whose grand 
agricultural domain magnifies most beautifully, most royally, as nearer it is approached, and 
splendidly indeed does it develop to the stranger who enters its portals : for no sooner does 
he pass their threshold than he sees the sure promise of abundant wealth, notes with astonished 
eyes the wonderful advancement, hears the melody of harmonious music — the happy theme 
inspired by the realm of fields, broad, long and rich with wealth of fertility of wheat, corn, 
oats, aye, all the gems and jewels from the cereal and vegetable kingdoms — and, as thou- 
sand others have had, and reached, he has a bonanza before him, and is wise if he marches 
on to its pK)ssession. 

There lies awaiting the proper claimant a countless number of acres of the finest farming 
land in the world in the southern, or that portion of Dakota famously known as 

"THE JIM RIVER VALLEY," 

nine-tenths of which is fertile prairie, that is, beyond all doubt, the best wheat-growing 
country on the globe. The soil is a rich, dark, vegetable loam, containing lime, potash, soda, 
magnesia, sulphur and phosphorus, with from ten to fifteen per cent, of finely-pulverized 
organic matter. The soil is underlaid by a subsoil of marly clay, and is from two to three 
feet deep. The subsoil contains from twenty to forty per cent, of phosphate of lime, and 
is a great reserve fund from which crops can draw sustenance whenever the soil has been 
exhausted. The whole valley is well watered by Nature ; there being a large number of small 
streams tributary to the Jim, or, more properly, the Dakota River, which not only drain the 
land well, but supply an abundance of water, and they are all, to some extent, skirted with 
a fine growth of timber. Water, clear and pure to the taste, is found in abundance by dig- 
ging from twenty to fifty feet down. The climate is not severe. The winters are probably 
three weeks longer than in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois or Michigan. The air is clear and bracing, 
and malarial diseases are almost unknown. The inhabitants are thrifty and generally well- 
to-do, and have come from all parts of the globe — not to live in idleness, but at ease. 

As a specimen of the productiveness of this famous valley, we present evidence contained 
in the following letter of Mr. F. D. Adams, a former resident of Lowell, Mich., and a gen- 
tleman well known in that State and in Ohio. It was written in answer to a friendly letter of 
inquiry, and presents facts and figures possessing a logic worth more than a whole volume 
of rhetoric: 

"Groton, Dakota, September 24th, 1882. 

"I have only threshed forty acres of my wheat; I got 1,325 bushels of nice wheat, or 
over thirty-three bushels to the acre. Seventeen acres of oats went fifty bushels to the 
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acre, and weighed forty pounds to the bushel, making about sixty bushels to the acre. Corn 
is sound and good in the " breaking," and will run forty to fifty bushels to the acre. Pota- 
toes are immense — as nice as I ever saw. Onions fine — some measure thirteen to fourteen 
inches around. Peas and barley are an excellent crop. 
This (Brown) County is equal to any in the Territory. 

Th^ "RpH "R iv^r Vallpv in if*; hp<;t vear ni»v*»r fnnallpH 



SHORT LINE BRIDGE. 



this season strengthen that faith very much. Land is going up here every day, and the tide 
of immigration is immense. Yours truly, F. D. ADAMS." 

This " matter-of-fact " letter chimes well with an eloquent appeal made by Col. Donan 
in behalf of that Royal Territory in his famous Fourth-of-July Oration, published by the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul R*y. and sent broadcast over the land, and for which the cry 
comes for more from every quarter of the broad country and across the waters. Whoever 
regarded that as a bit of Buncombe, worth only a good laugh, let him " put this in his pipe and 
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smoke it," and take his way thither, well assured *• there's millions in it." Gladly would we 
give Col. Donan's peculiarly charming oration verbatim et literatim did space admit, but 
here is the peroration : 

- No sharper, nobler, wide-awaker, straighter-tobacco-spitting, more enterprising, whole- 
souled, generous, true-hearted and public-spirited men than ours ever left their stoga boot- 
prints on the golden sands of time. And no brighter, dearer^ lovelier creatures ever flitted 
through Oriental poets' raptest dream of paradise than our blessed dimity divinities, our 
home-made calico seraphs, our patent inflatable-crinolined darlings, 

OUR DAKOTA SWEETHEARTS, WIVES, MOTHERS-IN-LAW, 
GRANDMOTHERS AND COUSIN MARIANNES, 

who are Creation's special pets and prides, fitted to bear queenship in any realm. 

" O ! Dakota is a splendid, magnificent hunkidorious domain — a land of majestic dimen- 
sions, a land of gold and silver mountains, of fruit-trees and vineyards, of lowing kine and 
golden grain ; under the feet a carpet of flowers bespangled with gold-dust, and the most 
crystalline of heavens bending above and resting its arch on the walls of the forest. She is 
a regal member of the Union sisterhood. She has a mighty interest in the destiny of the 
Republic, and in the achievement of that destiny she should bear no ignoble share. In the 
grand orchestra of national glorification she should play no second fiddle or discordant 
trombone. In the swift, resistless march of American progress and development she should 
be found with the 'color-guards* in the van, and not lagging among the shirks and sutlers' 
wagons in the rear. In new-world advancement, in the upbuilding of earth's greatest and 
grandest nationality, hers Is, and should be, a glorious mission, a sublime work. 

" It rests with you, fellow-citizens, men and women of Dakota, to say whether this mission 
shall be fulfilled, this work be done. In your hands is the fate, the destiny of our grand 
territory. Make it a land of God and morality, of law, order and the broadest liberty. 
Maintain your well-earned fame for hospitality to all deserving strangers. Urge by every 
means in your power the bringing in of immigration and capital, the building of mills, fac- 
tories, schools and colleges, the founding of universities and libraries, the construction of 
railroads and canals, and the opening up in an ever-increasing ratio of new farms and new 
mines, until the thunder of mighty mill-wheels shall be heard along all your romantic 
streams, and the white incense of steam shall ascend from ten thousand beauteous valleys 
and hill-sides, as a glad thank-offering to heaven that * Paradise Lost has been regained 
in this imperial 'land of the Dakotas:' 

" * The world needs men ! a time like this demands 

Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands ! 

Men whom the lust of ofHce does not kill, 

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy, 

Men who possess opinions and a will, 

Men who have honor, men who will not lie, 

Men who can stand before a demagogue 

And damn his treacherous Batteries without winking, 

Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog. 

In public duty and in private thinking.' 

" Long live Dakota and the Dakotans ! Long be hallowed that Fourth of July which ren- 
dered possible such a region and such a people ! 

"The whole land is resonant with cheers for the royal loyal Democratic- Republican 
Democrat, native-American-Irishman, whose refrain Is, Dakota, mavourneen, Dakota-go- 
bragh, in alternation with ** Erin go Unum, E pluribus bragh!** 



Digitized by 



QiOo^'<i 



84 FARIBAULT. 



ITEM TY/ENTIETH. 



OUT of Minneapolis Detail No. 2 moved in fine style, in a palatial train, over the Iowa 
& Minnesota Division of the same great corporation, passing through several fine, 
thriving villages, and over rolling prairies, which would compare favorably with any already 
described. 

The first town of importance we note is the handsome City of 

FARIBAULT. 

the site of the flourishing schools instituted and conducted by that grand benefactor to 

humanity. Bishop Whipple, supported 
most ably by his corps of assistants, 
conspicuous among whom is the Rev. 
Mr. Dobbin. These schools are con- 
ducted for the benefit of the pupils, the 
curriculum is extensive, morale high, 
everything about them tends to elevate 
the standard of education and character 
of those so fortunate as to participate 
in their benefits. Located here are St. 
Mary's Hall, for the education of young 
ladies ; Seebury Hall, for the education 
of young men for the ministry; a Mili- 
tary Department, called "Shattuck 
Hall," under command of Capt. Curtis, 
of the U. S. Army, who did his duty in 
the hour that "tried men's souls" and 
became incapacitated, by reason of 
wounds, for active service. All in all, 
no school in this broad land ever 
wrought a grander work in the cause 
of humanity and of education. 

The city is located on the Cannon 
River, and is beautifully diversified with 
hills, dales, and charming groves. Here 
are located a Catholic School for young 
ladies; also, the State institutions for 
the deaf and dumb and for the blind. 
The surrounding country is dotted with 
beautiful lakes, abounding in, the usual 
variety of fish. Among these lakes we 
may mention Cannon. Roberts, Cedar, 
French, Mozaska,Tufft, Fox, and Circle, 
all within a radius of ten miles from the 
city, ranging in size from one to three 
miles, and all romantically located in the 
" Big Woods." Good roads lead to all 
AN EARLY MORNiNci START. ^^ ^hcm. whcre. too, is fine sport. On 

the prairies to the east are plenty of 

prairie chickens, and in the timber to the north and west, partridge, quail, woodcock, snipe. 
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duck, squirrel and rabbit. On Cannon Lake is a small steamer for pleasure parties, and on 
the other lakes sail and row-boats. Two mineral springs, of superior properties, are coming 
into high repute and rendering Faribault conspicuous as a summer resort. There are fine 
business- houses, handsome residences, good hotels, and all the accessories of a first-class 
burgh. We " messed " at officers' quarters with " the boys," and found the fare substantial, 
wholesome and most palatable. In due time we struck our tent and moved forward, the 
store-house of memory filled with rare and precious gems, and swept onward, as usual, in 
the luxurious carriage drawn by the iron steed, which never tires or balks, passing Owatonna, 
a pleasant and extensive business centre, and prophetic of booming times when her mineral 
waters, of which there are several varieties, and of great excellence, shall have become as 
popular as their merits entitle them to. Onward, through Austin, Cresco, Calmar, the junc- 
tion of the Iowa and Minnesota and Iowa and Dakota Divisions, to McGregor, and across 
Gen. Lawler's celebrated pontoon bridge, the finest and most substantial structure of the 
kind in the world, and just the thing for the crossing of immense bodies of water, where 
foundations for heavy masonry are difficult to obtain, and when "vessel-way" for the passage 
of water-craft has to be provided and kept open, and only closed when trains are crossing. 
Going over this bridge we are electrified by the announcement, 

"PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, 

thirty minutes for supper." We leave the "rolling palaces" and, with our "grips," register 
at the Dousman House, and are soon as much at home as if we had owned the place for a 
century, and as comfortable as one can be away from the one " sweet home," where the 
choicest of earthly treasures be. After the train had gone toward the point of the compass 
at which the sun first appears for the day, we supped with " mine host," and did not wonder 
at his popularity afterward. The old fellow, whose "fair, round belly" was "with good capon 
lined," was not a circumstance to him ; and had we tarried there, and partaken of his fare, to 
this day there is no guessing at the rotundity of our corporosity. After supper, cigars, inter- 
rogations, meditation, and — bed, such as a prince of the Orient might covet, and sleep — such 
only as good health and a clear conscience, which no romancer possesses, can insure — we 
are up with the lark and outside of a breakfast fit for any sovereign. Prairie du Chien is one 
of the oldest towns in all the Western country — the site of Fort Crawford, of historic renown 
— with one of the grandest "frontispieces" conceivable, in the towering bluffs of the Iowa 
shore of the mighty Mississippi, with intervening islands, while McGregor nestles in its rock- 
ribbed nook like an Alpine hamlet, which sets its trans- Atlantic visitors into ^ fever of 
imbecile admiration. Prairie du Chien is not now celebrated for its dogs, whatever it 
might have been when it was christened. Of late a " bonanza " has been developed here, in 
the shape of artesian wells of powerful magnetic remedial qualities, and of immense depth, 
throwing up gigantic volumes of water to the height of sixty feet, of force sufficient to 
operate large mills and machinery. The waters form a very pleasant beverage and have 
effected many cures. Here is a fine educational institution, which owes its existence to the 
munificence of the same General Lawler, whose property the pontoon bridge, already men- 
tioned, is. He is one of the rich men whom the world can afford to have, and also one of 
the prominent factotums of the omni-present railway, so often herein referred to, and may 
be again and again. One can go an almighty sight further, and do an everlasting sight 
worse, than to sojourn at this point, for even a whole season ; and this will be more and 
more so when there are additional hotels of as high standing, in the line of good living, as 
the one we quarter at. 

" Onward " still is the word, and after a day's w^ork in our line, and another night of 
sleep, we are up and dressed at the word, and away by train for Madison, Wisconsin's 
capital, famous for the beauty of its site, the charms of its exquisite surroundings, the 
elegance of its buildings, and the salubrity of its climate. It is located upon two gently 
rising eminences, on the isthmus between Lakes Mendota and Monona, which is fully a 
mile in width. Lake Mendota is seven miles long and four wide, of goodly depth, and 
the largest of the four lakes in this section — the other two are Waubesha and Mirage, 
all communicating by means of a "wee canny stream," forming a magnificent "chain." 
The hills, forests and undulating lawns which environ these bodies of water have immor- 
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talized Madison more than all the statesmen (?) who have strutted and spouted in her 
legislative halls — given these factors for enjoyment — and he must have a poor imagination 
who cannot conceive the amusements which keep the summef habiiuds from ennui and lassi- 
tude. Regattas, races, lawn socials, fishing, shooting, driving, 
e 

t 

c I 



c 
t 

efforts are appreciated, both in number and quality of guests. 

Fifty-four miles east of Madison, and forty-two miles w^est of Milwaukee, on this division of 
the omni-prcsent St. Paul Railway, is 

PALMYRA. 

not old "Tadmor" of the desert, but a beautiful Wisconsin village, with thermal, chalybeate, 
sulphur and magnesia springs, of wide-spread fame ; a clear and most charmingly picturesque 
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lake, full of fish, with plenty of sail and row-boats ; a good hotel, fine drives, and game in 
season, to greet the seeker. And who can't see something desirable here ? 

" All aboard ! " All right, Mr. Conductor, your impressive, your persuasive, way is 
enough, and we all a-boarded. The elegant train "flew" on to Milwaukee, through 
Eagle, Genesee, and Waukesha; and all that remains to say, vehemently exclaims this 
Detail, is, if any one is skeptical about Waukesha being " a right smart," thriving village, 
let him go to the depot of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway and see the good- 
natured, but eager, crowds of passengers getting on and off every one of the numerous trains 
arriving and departing daily, " Sundays excepted" (and morning and evening trains, Sundays 
not excepted), and he will be no longer faithless, but a believer, in a grand destiny for 
"Waukesha," unless America "slips up:" of which there is not much danger, if her people, 
as a people, do not ignore the decalogue too much. 

But the Unitarian being "aboard" for Milwaukee, head-quarters of the expedition, did 
not get out and tell the people what would happen to them if they were not good — they 
looked as if they were aware of the situation. 
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ITEM TWENTY-FIRST. 



BREAKING camp at Dell Rapids, our solid Dakota column of one moved East via Flan- 
dreau to Fairmount, Minn., 432 miles from Chicago, 386 miles from Milwaukee, and 
190 from La Crosse, passing nothing en route of special interest in the scenic way; but the 
country is as fair as "e'er the sun shone on." Arrived at 

FAIRMOUNT 

a difficulty arose. We could not find adjectives adequate to describe the impressions pro- 
duced by the transcendent possibilities of the place. Here are four lakes; and, beginning 



— tiiai iLvcry wuru was spcucu 
the better." The shores, the drives, 

the rambles, the splendid grove and mansion of that "fine old English gentleman," Capt. 
Percy Wollastone, everything about, and in the town, are such as to call forth crescendo 
ejaculations of delight ; while " fish, fowl, and fur-bearing game " are hereabouts to feast the 
veriest epicure. There seems to be assimilative vitality in the atmosphere, and in the water, 
for the quadrupeds, the feathered and finny tribes, and all are the gamiest fellows of the kind 
to be found in Christendom, Every day passed at this point we lived and enjoyed better 
than any week of ordinary life. Fairmount is destined to become a royal summer resort, or 
our comrade will agree to be reckoned "without honor in his own country." 

Again taking the cars of the railway which owes us so much transportation for our money, 
and pays so liberally in fine accommodations, we move toward La Crosse, passing on the way 
many beautiful towns, and through a magnificent farming region. The road traverses the 



Digitized by 



Qoo^^ 



LA CROSSE TO DUBUQUE. 89 

famous valleys of the Rock and Chauarmbie Rivers ; but 
we do not propose to wear out our pencil describing 

nlar«><i whirh arp known to all wpll-infornr»*»H ritirenQ 



aoout wnicn nearness ana inriit are every wnere appareni. 1 ne 

next place of interest is Clayton, another commercial town, in 

the county of the same name. In this vicinity the upper part of the lower magnesian lime- 
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stone is seen. The flat rock is 200 to 250 feet thick, and, in proceeding northward, forms 
grand bluffs, like those seen farther down the river. 

Turkey River Junction is next, a very remarkable point. Near it is a perpendicular 
bluff about 300 feet high, which seems to guard the lovely valley like a grand old sentinel. 
Here the Volga River Branch, running westward into a fine section of Northeastern 
Iowa, forms a junction with the main River Line. The railway, for the next twenty 
miles or more, is upon the immediate bank of the river, except at a few points, and 59 
narrow is the plateau that it often runs near the base, and occasionally up to the face of the 
lofty blufifs. 

Eagle Point, near the Junction, rises some 250 feet above the track. This was termed 
by the Indians, ^^lo-zm-wa" meaning "Beautiful place of the Eagles." On the eastern 
shore of the river are the 
counterparts of the cele- 
brated "Palisades of the 
Hudson," passing which 
we enter the suburbs of 

DUBUQUE, 

and move along the river 
front to the fine new de- 
pot, about equi-distant 
from the southern and 
northern limits of the city. 
Dubuque was incorpora- 
ted as a city in 1841, its 
population now being 
about 40,000. Alighting 
from the cars, the first 
object which loomed up 
prominently was that rara 
avis, the "oldest inhabi- 
tant," entering into a con- 
versation with whom we 
were entertained with a 
mass of statistics which 
might be of interest to 
capitalists investigating 
with reference to investing 
in town lots, city bonds, or 
commercial enterprises, 
and if he were to be believed, 
impeach his veracity, the growt 
discounted by the expansion 

about thirty churches, a colltj^c, a i.ijtwiwgiv.a.i 0^1111110.1 j, 
and many private schools; all Christian denominations, 

secret, benevolent, and charitable societies, and other organizations are well represented. 
Nearly all the prominent industries are in operation, or having their geneses. The city is 
named for Julian Dubuque, who, with a few French-Canadians, established a colony here, 
and commenced the manufacture of lead from the vast quantities of ore in the adjacent 
hills, the supply seemingly inexhaustible, and of a very excellent quality. It is a perfect 
bonanza for the city. Dubuque, who now lies buried a few miles north of the city bearing 
his name, on the top of a precipitous blufif, was the first white man who made a home on Iowa 
soil. Here stood the Fox village of one band of the Sac and Fox Indians, his friends, who 
granted him the lands which proved so profitable. 

Passing on down the river, Tete de Morts Creek is crossed. This is another place of 
historic interest, as its name implies, in which Indians were the conspicuous dramatis 
persona. Further down, nearly opposite Galena, the oldest town in Northern Illinois, we 
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pass Gordon's Ferry, a station close under the majestic bluffs, which add grand grandeur to 
the scenery. Ah, such scenery ! 

At Sabula the river is crossed by a magnificent bridge, and trains go over it to Savannah, 
just east of the river, where several divisions form a junction, and where the company has 
erected and maintains, with its famous regard for the comfort and satisfaction of its patrons, 
a large and commodious hotel. 

NOT LESS THAN SEVENTY-EIGHT TRAINS, 

passenger and freight, exclusive of "wild" or special ones, go out from the depot each 
twenty-four hours, and these trains run over the Dubuque division, the Cedar Rapids line, 
between Milwaukee and Rock Island, Chicago, Clinton and Lyons, the St. Louis and St. Paul 
line, and the now great " Short Line " to Council Bluffs and Omaha. The Illinois section of 
the same line, running through a rich farming country, finely built up with cultured towns, 
villages and cities, until Chicago is reached, or, obliquing to the left, over the Racine and 
Southwestern Division, and passing through a grandly attractive country, and numerous 
towns and several cities of consequence as industrial, business, social and educational 
centres, one arrives at last at Racine, the 'site of a flourishing Episcopal College, and the 
head-quarters of several immense establishments manufacturing agricultural implements, 
farm wagons, carriages, machinery, and various other useful industries. Twenty-three miles 
north is Milwaukee, reached by the same Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul R'y. Our Detail 
traveled over both of the lines last mentioned, and arrived at these head-quarters in good 
condition, whither the commandant of the expedition had preceded it. 



AT SABULA — THE "FATHER OF WATERS BY MOONLIGHT." 
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ITEM TWENTY-SECOND. 



VIA Austin, Minn., was the route of the third Detail. Austin is a lively business town, at 
the junction of the Iowa and Minnesota Division, and the Mason City and St. Paul 
section of the Iowa and Dakota Division. It is in the centre of a splendid farming region, 
the shire town of Mower Co. Passing Austin, the Mason City Line aforesaid, traverses a 
fine country. One of the stations is named Carpenter, and we were told the streets are 
curiously named — those running east and west, after German celebrities — Wilhelm, Bis- 
marck, Frederick, Carl, Von Moltke, etc. — while those running at right angles thereto honor 
American names of prominence; but 
we do not vouch for the truth of this, 
though, from the appearance of the 
narrator, we judged he would not be 
guilty of petty larceny. What he might 
do on a grand scale we are not pre- 
pared to say; we never know the 
capacity of people, not even our own, 
until occasion arises for the develop- 
ment. Some of the meekest-talking 
Moseses we have ever seen were the 
alfiredest LIARS in the United States; 
while other people, the style of whose 
conversation was quite the reverse from 
the accepted phrases of the a la mode 
Sunday-School teacher, would no more 
tell an untruth to the injury of any soul 
on earth, or to save a castigation for 
chopping down an apple-tree, than the 
most select saint in the calendar. These 
facts were not discovered during this 
expedition, but being of a high order of 
beauty in the moral world, are apropos 
in a report upon the beauties of the 
natural world, in the regions traversed 
by our expeditionists. 

MASON CITY 

was reached as per time table. Here 
are "Division Head-quarters" of the 

Iowa and Dakota Division already a twklve-pouni) imckerel. 

named, and it is a fine, thrifty-appear- 
ing place — good-looking men with broad, high foreheads, bright and prominent eyes — while 
the women vie with those of the Green Mountain State portrayed in the song: 

" Our wives are all true, and our daughters are fair, 

With their blue eyes of smiles and their light flowing hair ; 
All brisk at the wheel till the dark evening fall, 

Then blithe at the sleigh-ride, the husking and ball." 

^xv^ thafs the kind that suits us; and they constitute the most attractive feature of this 
city, and so are entitled to their place in a document of this description. Au re^mr, brave 
men, fair ladies, we are off for 
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CLEAR LAKE, 

the Chautauqua of the West, in the Methodist line. The location of the grounds is most 
attractive on the high shore of the lake overlooking its broad expanse of crystal waters. 
Clear Lake is the most southern of the lakes in the Northwest so famous as summer resorts, 
and during the seven years since its dibut as the " Grand Religious Rollicking Park," it has 
achieved a national reputation ; and is all that such a place should be. And the capacity, too. 
for being all the truly good, who do not consider it necessary to be in a constant funeral proces- 
sion in order to be out of reach of the devil, can desire. The water is delightful for bathing, 
splendid for sailing and rowing, will quench thirst in a healthy manner, and when mixed 



picnicers. There is plenty of game, and as 

for mineral waters — why, the wells hereabout will renovate dilapidated constitutions and 
recuperate over-wrought physical energies so effectually, as to render them a grand deside- 
ratwn in a place devoted to "Camp Meetings!" Ample forests of native shade trees, beau- 
tiful drives, cozy walks and romantic nooks are abundant. During the " Summer Excursion 
Season " Clear Lake is made a rendezvous for the Iowa State Teachers* Association ; the 
Sunday-School Assembly of the Northwest ; Ministerial and Theological Institute of the 
Northwest; Clear Lake Camp Meeting Association, and the Musical Convention of the 
Northwest, which certainly forms a "bill" that ought to "draw" — indeed, you would think 
so to see the grand rush from all parts of Iowa and its neighboring States, from June till 
October. There is room and verge enough, beds and board enough, entertainment and 
enjoyment enough, to suit the most sedate or the most joyful, with " nothing to offend the 
most fastidious," as the "rural" showmen advertise. 

We stayed here long enough to gather all this information, and a great deal more, and to 
satisfy ourselves that it is reliable, and then one fine day boarded the train for 

SPIRIT LAKE, 
the terminus of one of the newly-constructed branches of this mighty industry, via Spencer — the 
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debouching point. There are several lakes in this vicinage, \Az. : Spirit Lake, six miles long 
and two to five wide ; East Okoboji, six miles longitudinally and one mile laterally ; West 
Okoboji, seven miles in length and about four miles in width. If the Water Department of 
the Celestial Administration had made a special study to prepare a Master-Piece here, the 
success must have been gratifying to the presiding genius thereof. Numerous bays, with 
headlands alternating between fine gravelly beaches, and bold, rocky points, all surrounded 
by groves of maple, oak, cedar and elm, form a picture which would delight the most ardent 



which, Mr. Josh Billings is ready to bet, will hap- 
pen when the lion and the lamb lie down together, namely, "when the lion gets up there 
will be no lamb — IN SIGHT." 

On shore are prairie chickens, wild geese, duck, brant, cranes and pelicans, " till you can't 
rest," with some deer and other footed game. In short, this is the paradise for sportsmen 
— and "don't you forget it." The "Conventionalists" have not taken possession here, as 
yet, and when they do, it will take a good while to make it unpleasant for those who think 
that " Nature, when unadorned, is adorned the most." There is good living, good cheer — 
and every one who comes is "as happy as a clam" at high tide. Sail and row-boats, 
carriages, saddles and equine s are here, and enough for all demand. 

The stay here came near being permanent for this Detail — there were so many attrac- 
tions, that were, to use his unregenerate slang, " right into his hand," that he found himself 
hedged about with obstructions to his further progress. Before proceeding with the narrative 
collated from his notes, we will supply a " missing link," which, in the enthusiasm created by his 
account of the royal times had at these famed lakes, we came near overlooking altogether, 
viz. : the journey — a most enjoyable one — from Clear Lake to Spirit Lake, through the northern 
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SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA. 

counties of Iowa, a country as fine as a picture — rolling prairies, belts of timber with 
occasional water-courses, soil as rich as the garden of Eden when at its best in the elements 
which make the husbandman happy with full bams, full cellars, full stomach and purse well 
lined. On the way many thriving towns and villages, all full of prophesies of a bright future, 
were seen. Having done justice to these, we moved westward from Spencer via Sheldon to 
Sioux City, the star of Northwestern Iowa, thence to Yankton, capital of Dakota territory, 
detouring to Running Water, also on the Missouri River, and the fifth point thereon touched by 
this mammoth railway, where we looked across to Niobrara and saw Nebraska's great cattle 
corrals and grand grazing districts; thence via Marion and the main line, on through 
Mitchell, the great distributing city of the now famous Jim River Valley to the rising 
metropolis of the Missouri, Chamberlain, where the contemplated Black Hill's Line of the 
same great institution has its prospective initial. 

We saw — oh! wonders — saw so much as to make us dizzy with contemplating the 
future of a railway traversing, with its innumerable ramifications, such a vast extent of the 
richest land in the world, and when peopled so as to make it all productive, what mind is 
capable of forming or containing the conceptions of its value without an enlarged cranium 
to expand in ? 

We visit 

SIOUX FALLS, D. T.. 

another of the places full of prophetic greatness, both from its industries and its attractions 
in the scenic line, of all which there is an amplitude for present purposes and to speculate 
upon. Sioux Falls is the resort of a large multitude every season, and everyone goes away 
satisfied for having come, regretting that circumstances " beyond control " compel departure. 
We cannot enter into details about the place, for there are so many things that might be said 
profitably, and of interest to all classes, that were we to commence, the quandary would be 
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where to stop ; and to include all, would swell the report far beyond the limits assigned. 
And, again, we found so much matter, which we could not omit, before reaching this place, 
that our time and space are both circumscribed. Had we taken this in before, then other 
objects would have necessarily been slighted, some omitted : and we have not dwelt on any 
Cheap-John affairs, and perhaps it is as broad as it is long; only we would like a chance to 
take the notes of all the itemizers and write up a book that should do them justice, and con- 
tain full descriptions of this wonderful portion of the American continent. Such a book" 
would be a fortune to anyone capable of writing it in a manner acceptable to the tastes of the 
community ; for the truth, dressed like a beggar, will go begging among those professing the 
greatest admiration for her by name, even if satisfied on the question of identity. 

Leaving Sioux Falls, we journey eastward over the route by which we came, as far as 
Mason City, concerning whose ladies we discoursed in terms of admiration when writing up 
the account of the visit there ; thence eastward over a portion of the line not yet visited — the 
section east of Mason City — the section west being the only portion of the whole road that 
has been, so far, "doubled." Passing along the Eastern Division of the Iowa & Dakota Line 
we come upon many towns of importance commercially, mechanically, and agriculturally, all 
of them evincing vitality, which means prosperity, and among which we specially note 
Charles City, the shire of Floyd County, la. But we cannot particularize concerning it. 
Whoever goes there "prospecting," will agree with the tenor of these remarks; and whoever 
goes there to stay, can be assured that the same qualities which achieve success elsewhere 
will do it here in far more than an average measure. Passing on, after stopping over a train, 
we come next to Jackson Junction, and find a train waiting to convey us, and anyone else so 
minded, to 

DAVENPORT, lA.. 

over what was started as the Davenport & St. Paul Railway, but, after a struggle 
against fate, such as many a sickly enterprise has gone through, it came into the hands of 
this Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Company, and was "born again," as it were, 
this time to go ahead. 



TWILIGHT ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 



We decided to omit the forty-eight miles into McGregor, over the Iowa & Minnesota 
Division, as another one of our party had "done" it. 

Getting aboard the train mentioned, we proceeded to Oxford Junction, passing en route 
many fine villages, and through a portion of the wonderful State of Iowa, second to none 
other. We did not go to Davenport nor Rock Island, which we could have done on this 
same division. As every American traveler knows, or ought to know, they are fine cities 
on the Mississippi — one in Iowa, the other in Illinois — opposite each other geographically and 
in every other sense, according to the orthodox custom of places located on opposite sides of 
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a river, and even of the same town or city divided by a river. Nor do they verify the pic- 
ture of brotherly love, so beautifully drawn by the inspired writer : " Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." Nevertheless, both are healthy, 
wealthy and lively burghs. Midway between these two is 

ROCK ISLAND, 

which gave to the town on the eastern shore that name. Everybody knows, or ought to 
know, that here is one of the great arsenals of the United States, containing death-dealing 
material sufficient to wipe from the globe this fair nation, if placed where its explosive force 
would have a chance to work according to its capacity. The dangerous element is, however, 
securely muzzled, and, notwithstanding the proximity of such a mine, one cannot help being 
enchanted with the scene from the island, up and down, or on either side of the river. 
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ITEM TWENTY-THIRD. 



WAITING a comfortable time at Oxford Junction, we boarded the Grand Pacific 
Express train, just placed on the new line of this National Road, whose name, 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, though indicating grandeur as covering all the best ground 
between these cities, with branches diverging from almost innumerable points, serving as 
feeders, is now utterly inadequate to give an idea of its magnitude. There is no combina- 
tion of words that could do it justice, as a name, without being too unwieldy for use. 
There is only one word which can give an idea of its real importance. That word is : 
National; for, compared with any other road on the continent, that is just about its 
size. 

Well, as we were saying, our scout started for Council Bluffs, la., the, as yet, western 
terminus. He thought he had seen sumptuousness on wheels when on the Milwaukee, St. 
Paul & Minneapolis line of this company at the outset of this expedition ; but it is entirely 
eclipsed by this. This line has been put in operation since our expedition started out. The 
Pullman Palace Car Company has been placed in control of its sleeping-car system, which 
has ever borne a most enviable reputation, and we hope for the public interest that the 
standard will not be lowered. 

It will not require an atfidavit of a third party to convince any level-headed American 
tourist that our Detail lost no time in exploring that train, and of puncturing with interroga- 
tion points its officers, privates and musicians ; for had the Archangel Michael come in his 
chariot of finest gold, and appointments to match, and invited our pilgrim to "have 
a lift," he would have been no more astonished than to be admitted on such a train, with 
only a ticket printed on common card-board, costing but two and a half cents per mile (it 
being one of those 1,000-mile fellows which carry anywhere within that limit). The dining 
car, though belonging to the Railway Company, is also under the Pullman management. 
Everything was new — the Pullman drawing-room sleeping car, the coaches, the express 
and baggage car, and the engine, powerful and speedy, the drawing-room car having that 
most admirable convenience for families, a state room, with toilet-set complete, entirely 
independent of the other occupants of the car, and fitted up in Pullman's most elegant style. 
The dining car, however, takes the cake, being the most superb and complete specimen 
ever built, and the cuisine and service were found in keeping with its other qualifications, 
as every one would expect from the character of the railway company in conducting the 
eating-houses on its other main lines, and from the world-wide celebrity of the Pullman 
commissaries. Nor King, nor Prince, nor Nabob ever traveled in grander "state" than did 
our comrade, who used up more paper than an amateur scribbler, or a fresh, young (some- 
times old) " ril-wTite-you-a-letter " contributor would be allowed, such was the exuberance 
of his admiration for this method of " riding on a rail." But no fault was found with him, 
after the remainder of the Detail had seen the trains run by this company, especially the 
Atlantic and Pacific Express trains upon its Chicago and Council Bluffs Division. Well, 

COUNCIL BLUFFS 

was reached on time — ** right on the dot," said the engineer, and everybody was happy and 
blooming. This line traverses a rich agricultural section of Illinois and Iowa, solid old 
towns in the first-named State, not many of importance, as yet, in the last. The aim of the 
road was for as direct a line and as light gradients as possible, without regard to the old towns. 
In the matters of alignment and grade it has made a grand success. The track is excellent 
for a new road, being all laid with hea\y steel of the best quality, all surfaced up, and for quite a 
long distance ballasted with the best of stone ballast ; and that part of the work — finishing 
up — is being pushed as rapidly as possible, and, with the known energy of this company 
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in prosecuting its every undertaking to successful consummation, it will not be long be- 
fore the track will be the best in the land, just as the equipment now is. All this is but a 
tribute to merit. Railways, usually, do not sit up nights to contribute to the comfort 
of their patrons, however hard they may work to get their patronage and money ; but here 
is one which surely aims to give people their money's worth in every particular, seasoning 
all with the most courteous attention on the part of all engaged in the passenger ser\ice, 
whom it has been our fortune to meet in traversing several of its thousands of miles, and 
spending nearly three months on its lines. 

Returning by the opposite train, our Detail had an opportunity to see more of the "lay 

of the land " than in going out, as his at- 
tention was then mostly occupied with the 
luxuries he was eniovinc^ with so little out- 



SPEARING PIKE. 

for nothing pleases a real live Yankee more than when he knows, or thinks, he is getting a 
good bargain for himself, whatever may be the status of the other fellow. 

There is a great deal of fine scenery on this route, and in due time, when the hand of 
cultivation shall have brought the unoccupied acres into producing, and cities and fine resi- 
dences shall line the way, as in older States, it will be a metropolitan affair of the finest 
quality. Fortunately for Iowa, the early settlers who located upon her soil were intelligent, 
industrious and enterprising people, to whom her rich, expansive and undulating prairies 
seem to offer, and nearly all found in them, a paradise, and the progress the State has made 
since is one of the marvels of State improvement. Geographically, the State occupies a 
central position in our Republic, and consulting the map of the United States, it will be 
found that the geographical centre embraces the southwest corner of Iowa. 

The southern portion of the State has nearly all the woods, the central the prairies, the 
northern portion has all the lakes, which vary in size from two to fifteen miles long, and 
from one to ten miles wide, the greater number being finely situated, and many have been 
made delightful and fashionable summer resorts. 
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ITEM TAA^ENTY-FOURTH 



IN due time the train arrived at Savanna, on the east bank of the Mississippi, and on to 
Lanark, the junction of the Chicago and Council Bluffs and Racine and Southwestern 
Divisions, and as it would expedite the surv^ey to run up to Beloit and over to Janesville, for 
the purpose of inspecting the Mineral Point Division and getting "pointers" concerning that 
great mineral region, the Omaha Detail determined on changing out of his cosy quarters in 
the " Pullman " and taking such as he could find in the day coaches of the latter, which 
proved to be as good as can be found on the best roads of the East, and far above the 
average of Western railways, although this is not one of the "crack" divisions of the Chi- 
cago. Milwaukee & St. Paul Company. 

The Illinois section of the Chicago and Council Bluffs line had been previously reported 

upon as being one of 
the finest constnicted 
and finished roads in 
the country, and as 
traversing the bo- 
nanza portion of the 
great Prairie State, 
crossing the Rock 
River Valley, and 
following that of the 
Fox. 

ELGIN, 

the seat of the cele- 
brated Watch Fac- 
tory, and the home 
of numerous other 
extensive and popu- 
lar industries, lies on 
this line, some thirty- 
seven miles from 
Chicago. This piece 
of road literally flows 
stituting the honey of the 
arming girl who carries 



But we were headed for 

MINERAL POINT, 

and made it that night, and in "apple-pie order," without being fatigued a particle. Had 
good living and a first-rate time, viewing the country from the cab of the locomotive, per 
favor of that prince of "brave men," the engineer, who carries the lives of the whole train 
in his hands while he handles the throttle and the reverse levers, and from whom and the 
train-men we gained much information, though neither class of employees obtruded conver- 
sation upop ^assengere. \ Ah ! pity the Barbers' Trade Assembly, if there be such an insti- 
tution, w(ii)(t not \^h tfieir apprentices to such a school, and have them learn not to entice 
patrons into' conversation when shaving them, and so incur the danger of cutting their 
throats ! 
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We ascertained that the country, for which this, division is the outlet, is famous for its 
lead mines, and is otherwise very productive ; that the quondan) Mineral Point Railway, now 
a part of this division, was fifty-one miles in the aggregate, and shaped somewhat like a Y; 
that Mineral Point, Shullsburg, Calamine and Platteville were the principal towns thereon, 
with the hum of many industries in and near them ; that since the road became the prop- 
erty of the St. Paul Company it has been reorganized, and assists the lines from Milton to 
Monroe, Broadhead to Albany, and Janesville to Beloit, in forming a division of sufficient 
mileage to engage the services of a first-class Assistant .Division Superintendent, though if 
there are any of the whole line of this company that are riot first-class, this party failed to 
discover them. 

Armed with this fund of knowledge, our fellow slept well, ate a hearty breakfast, which 
tasted as well as if it had been served at one of the five-dollars-per-diem houses, with an 
extra charge " for burning gas after midnight," and a dun for a " tip " from flunkeys in livery 
at every turn, and where one cannot get the ghost of a square meal without a fee for the 
waiter. Thus fortified, the interrogation point sallied forth to " do " Mineral Point, and 
fotind it one of those places which awakens longings for a home therein, and to become a 
naturalized citizen, a factor of its prosperity, and finally arrive at the enviable (?) post of 
•• oldest inhabitant " — far enough in the future, though, to make one almost " heady " to 
compute the time. He managed to utilize '* cabooses " and take in Calamine and Platteville, 
and go over to Shullsburg to stay the second night, satisfied with the day's experience, and 
with knowledge that the denizens of the cities who take inhabitants of this undulating, not 
to say rough, district, iox freshmen will get " badly left," when undertaking to experiment on 
them as such. 

The second morning he followed the example of the early bird — only he caught a train 
instead of a wornty which train landed him in Milwaukee at an early dinner hour, passing on 
the way Monroe, the Shire of Green County, one of the best counties in Wisconsin for 
agricultural products of every description. Broadhead, named after Col. E. H. Broadhead, 
for a long time connected with the road, then known as the Milwaukee & Mississippi, after- 
wards as the Milwaukee & Prairie du Chien, and now as the Prairie du Chien Division of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, as Chief Engineer and Superintendent, but now a 
successful banker in Milwaukee, who holds the reins, after banking hours, on pleasant 
days, over a pair or single team that does not take anybody's " dust." Well, in the township 
wherein this village — named after him — is located Jordan Prairie, known far as well as near 
as the best farming region in the country. 

On from thence, 20 miles, and Janesville — one of the gems of inland cities — is reached. 
It is situate on Rock River and on one side of Rock Prairie — the twin of Jordan Prairie. 
Here are extensive factories for manufacture of fine grades and various kinds of cloths, and 
many other industries, all prosperous. The city has a population of about 1 2,000 ; is beauti- 
fully located, well built, and filled with an energetic people who '* mean business," and go 
ahead with resistless force, and is so healthy that the story goes they had to send to Chicago to 
get " material " to start a cemetery with ; which reminds us of a Dakota town, whose only 
physician, when asked if his town was a healthy place, thought it was, as he had been 
arrested as a vagrant, and deemed it wise to follow the only undertaker to a new locality — 
in search of business. On thence our itemizer passes Milton, the location of a College in 
the interest of the Seventh- Day Baptist denomination ; then Whitewater in the northwest 
corner of Walworth County, a thriving municipality, busy as a bee, a good business centre, 
the site of one of the Normal Schools for which Wisconsin is noted, and of extensive agricul- 
tural implements and wagon factories. From thence to Milwaukee, the description of which 
will be found in the observations of another member of the Club. 
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I02 THE HOME STRETCH 



ITEM TWENTY-FIFTH 



THE time occupied in making the reconnaissance upon which this report is predicated 
was about three months, during which time about 4,000 miles of railway were traversed. 
These lines reach out into the best sections of the great States of Wisconsin, Iowa, Min- 
nesota, the Territory of Dakota, and the garden portion of the Prairie State, whose other 
name is Illinois. We found what we started for — the land for tourists, health-seekers — of 
all grades — "men of affairs," whose minds need rest from the push and pull of the busy 



1 
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tice"; occupants of pulpits, 
whose nerves are unstrung in their efforts to "draw" sufficient to "fill" the pews and raise 
revenue enough to afford a living; editors, whose souls are weary working for the salva- 
tion of the country and to secure passes ; teachers, sick at heart, ready to sink into the earth, 
fatigued and disgusted at their unappreciated and poorly-remunerated services, and the 
incessant rattle of busy tongues criticising their modes and questioning their fitness in 
this, that or the other particular; artists, seeking for the smiles and "eloquence of beauty" 
upon the face of Nature in forms not yet portrayed ; tradesmen, with well-earned shekels. 
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desirous of relief from the "demned horrid grind" of work-day life, and to "see something 
of the >vorld"; farmers, ever intent upon new device or sorcery to entice more golden 
sheaves from the soil, or just to see "how other folks live," and to find some land they would 
be willing to swap the old farm for. And here they run against such acres everywhere. 

As stated in the outset, it was believed, reasoning from the seen to the unseen, that here 
were the places to look for the best in the land, and, if found, to chronicle the fact, it being 
so much more convenient — other things being equal — to find all the requirements of com- 
fort and prosperity, with health and vigor, in territory traversed by one transportation line, 
than to change from one to another, or so on ad infinitum, in order to obtain anything like 
variety, or, especially, multiplicity of objects of interest. The party came without prejudice 
or pre-inclination in favor of the road or country selected as their field of operations. The 
members of the Detail have had full license for the exercise of the individuality of their 
opinions. Criticism has been invited and urged. All hands stood the merciless cross-exam- 
ination of the censor, without flinching or betraying confusion or forwardness in their man- 
ner of commenting in terms of praise upon any one of the topics touched herein, all being 
natural and easy in their narration. The report is made in this rambling form in order to 
divest it of counting-house formalities and martinet severity of style, both being as much 
out of place in a work descriptive of such sublimity and beauty, such freedom from any stiff- 
ness or constraint in social life, such breadth of business views as were found, as, " Hark 
from the tombs a doleful sound " would be, as an overture, interlude or finale to a wedding- 
march. 

This report dates from " Camp Fleming," but it is not to be supposed that this is a 
veritable camp of tents in an open field, or in a wood ; but from the cosy, roomy and con- 
venient quarters selected at our hotel here in the Cream City — Milwaukee — it being part 
of the scheme to have the whole written up and submitted before the freshness of the 
scenes should have faded from memory, or the notes become untranslatable through in- 
distinctness, or the write-out be liable to warping by extraneous influences. The reports 
of the several members might have been submitted entire, presenting an encyclopaedial 
volume ; but it would have been inapropos for the purpose intended, just as a whole morn- 
ing paper, full of returns of votes for an infinite number of candidates without giving 
footings or stating results, is to the average business-man who wants to know before break- 
fast who is elected, and their majority. This book is intended for those not having time nor 
patience to plod through statistical tables, scientific analyses and mathematical demonstra- 
tions to arrive at a conclusion as to where it is best to spend a vacation and have judgment 
to comprehend, from a bird's-eye view, the features of a landscape. 

The illustrations represent the statistics, the formulas, and demonstrations referred to, 
and are presented in a manner appreciable by those minded to have some enjoyment of life. 
' To the reader of American lineage, no argument should be necessary to convince him or 
her that he or she cannot afford to be unacquainted by actual observation with such an 
important portion of the National domain, its resources, attractions, and all that pertains to 
its greatness, especially before going to foreign lands. 

Let it be recorded on tablets of enduring marble that this country possesses a fund of 
wealth in that which is of interest to the kind of people constituting the true representations 
of the true American idea, which they cannot afford to forego for the sake of acquiring all the 
treasures of lands whose greatness is chiefly in their mementos of a once grand but now 
decayed State. Nor can a live man afford to spend time in contemplating ruins of ancient 
structures or hob-nobbing with dilapidated descendants of ancient families, until thoroughly 
acquainted with the greatness and grandeur of American institutions, works, scenery and 
men. How many thousands of our people go on pilgrimages to tombs of European celeb- 
rities, who know not before or after their visit what they are celebrated for, save what some 
other ignoramus has told them, and who, if the names of Americans whose fame is world- 
wide were mentioned, would declare, with a contemptuous shrug, that they did " not move 
in their set." Yet they go abroad with all the assurance in the world, and are content to 
flaunt their ducats in place of that which they have not, viz.: brains, culture and good 
breeding. 

And now for the 

GRAND FINALE. 
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"Wood-up, Quickstep" by full strength of the Company; bugle solo by chief artist; 
obligatos by distinguished members of the corps. 

The pilgrimage of savants is o'er ; reports rendered ; bills settled ; rebate for unused portion 
of the excursion tickets with which we started received. We have money in our pockets, health 
in every fibre of brain and brawn. No fellows in the United States, or any other state, happier. 
We have had a royal time all around ; fun by the ocean-full, all of the most approved orthodox 
order. We have attended no circus, robbed no hen-roost, raided no watermelon patch, for 
the reason that Canon Matthews and Warden Northrup charged us on no account to indulge 
in any levity at their expense. It was a little rough on the boys to be thus enjoined ; but, 
being accustomed to " obey orders if it breaks owners," they determined to fight it out on 
that line, even if their reports were dry as a contribution box. We flatter ourselves that 
all truly good people will appreciate our efforts to please them and — '*keep the command- 
mentsy Our financial matters being adjusted, as before stated, it remains only to pass in 
review before the " Boss," and be mustered out for the S"eason, to re6nlist at the approach 
of summer for further labor in the cause of humanity. Should we enter upon another cam- 
paign we will stipulate that we may occasionally indulge in a pleasantry in detailing its pro- 
gress and results. 

But we have said all we have to say at this time — of public interest — the public not 
caring about the (internal or domestic) affairs of people, unless a scan, mag, be connected 
therewith ; and there being no cloud in sight of that hue at our house, we retire in good 
order, hoping the readers of this Report will heed the advice given and assuring all they 
will profit themselves in so doing, we say. Good-bye, comrades ! good-bye, good people ! 



AU REVOIR, CHEMIN DE FER. 
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